—U U u — — 
* 


B AR O N E S 8 
B E AU M O N T. 


4 NOQFEL. 


—ͤñœͥ œ—— — — CCS 


LY 


A NarxzaTive founded on OnsrzvatiON. The object of it 
is a perfect Acquieſcence in the Will of the great Disrogzn 
of Events: Whilſt it ſhews Via rur in different Characters, 
it will, jt is. hoped, not be found deſtitute of AxvsrMrcy 
and ORIGINALITY. ; | 


* - 


- 


DUB LIN: 
— ——— 


* 


Painted By Z. Jacxsox, No. 18, Oarar Snir-STREETY + 


= — 
" : » 
= þ k : 1 
; 1793- | a þ 
» 2 7 — 
| | » \ l * 
* A 4 * 
9 & 
15 
s . + 
„„ 


1 
$4 
N 

185 
4 

: 


; 8 we, F 
4 — box a 


v WL 
a__— 


la 


. 
FOI n & <4 


* 


nn, a6. Ah ot. dra lt cad an rat 


* 


BARONESS or BEAUMONT. 


a , 
* - * 


1 
- * . . 
- 
4 - 
4 - 


Ir was in the evening of a ſine day in 


autumn, that the Baroneſs of Beaumont 


was beholding the beauties which the 


ſetting ſun rendered ſtill more inchanting: 
ſhe was in a grotto that nature had form- 
ed in the fide of a lofty hill; from it 
might be ſeen on one fide the venerable 


rem ains. of Beaumont-caſtle; the embat- ; 


tled walls and ſlender pinnacles, ſhewed it 


was built in that period of time, when our 


- anceſtors found they could live in ſafety 
without the protection of ſoldiers to guard 
their habitations; yet they retained the 
form and manner, though not the ſtrength 


of the ancient fortreſles ; it was ſurround- 

ed bya park, whoſe ivyed walls and aged 

oaks, plainly proved, that they Were of 
the ſame date with the mankon, OS 
= | X 
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the other fide, the eye wandered over a 
large extent of well. cultivated country, 
bounded by a barren mountain, whoſe 
top was often covered by clouds. Down 
its fide ran ſeveral ſmall ſtreams, which 
enriched the ſurrounding valley ; prov- 
ing to the caviller at nature, that how- 
ever uſeleſs particular objects may appear, 
yet the wiſdom of the divine Maker is 
evident in all. 

The front commanded a view of the 
ſea ; it was à perfect calm; no noiſe 
was to be heard; but the gentle breaking 
of the ſurf on a ſandy ſhore ; its waves 
reflected thelaſt beams of the bright orb 
of day, when in the oppoſite part of the 
Heavens, the moon in full ſplendor roſe, 
How much is that mortal to be pitied, 
who can hehold ſuch a fight without 
feeling the moſt elevated ſenſations ! 
Such were thoſe that filled the breaſt of 
the Baroneſs ; whilſt ſhe was beholding 
it, the fun fet in the boſom of the deep. . 
A ſudden figh broke from her; ſhe 
returned to her houſe, reflecting on the 
loſs of a fond huſband, and an only ſon, 
ho in the bloſſom of youth, was killed 
in a duel; the ſudden ſhock was too much 
for the conftitution of the Baron, who 
Was Jo recovering from a ſevere illneſs- 
he "relapfed—ayd and in a ſhort time 
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was laid in the ſame vault cloſe by the 
remains of his beloved child. 
Several years had paſſed ſince that 
fatal period, which had been ſpent by his 
lady in continual acts of true benevolence 
and hoſpitality : ſhe had the firmeſt 
opinion, that this earth was only intend- 
ed ior a ſtate of probation ; and the 
waited with the moſt chriſtian hope, 
when ſhe ſhould reſign her breath, to be 
bleſſed with the tranſport of beholding 
her huſband and ſon. She now thought 
that period was drawing near, as 
had been for ſome time indiſpoſed, from 
a cold ſhe had caught by fitting' in a. 
damp cottage, where ſhe had ated the 
part of a divine as well as a charitable 
aſſiſtant, by endeavouring to prepare 
thoſe to meet death with fortitude, 
whoſe bodies ſhe ſupported with the moſt 
tender folicittude. - _ oy | 
Her ſervants obſerved with concern, 
the altered looks of their lady, and be- 
fought her to conſult a phyfican of 
eminence, who lived ſome miles from. 
the caſtle: to oblige and make happy, 
was ever her delight; ſhe would not 
therefore refuſe their requeſt, - and her 
old faithful butler was accordingly dif- 
patched for him. N 
On his arrival, he was conducted to 
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the lady, through a lane formed by her 
domeſtics, who beſought him to uſe his 
beſt kill to ſave their benefactreſs, 
which he aſſured them he would do from 

rinciple, as well as knowledge. When 
he conſidered the caſe of his patient, he 
told her, that phyſic was out of the 
queſtian, that he was. fearful her lungs 
Were injured, and adviſed by all meaus 
an immediate change of climate, recom- 
mending her firſt to try the mild air 
of the South of France, and then ſpend 


the winter at Naples. She trembled 
when he propoſed the laſt, as that was the 


pulwKace where her ſon loſt his life ;- but a 
- moment's reflection enabled her to aſſure 


the phyſician, ſhe would 1 follow - 


his advice, thanking him for his polite 
attention, which ſhould not be owing to 
obſtinacy in herſelf, if it did not meęt 
with the wiſhed-for ſucceſs, | 

Every thing Was ſoon prep ared for 


her departure, and the day eld on 


which ſhe was to quit the caſtle ; be- 
fore ſhe bid a final adieu to her tenants 
and ſervants; that were waiting to take 


a mournful farewel of her, ſhe went, ac- 
companied by her chaplain, to behold | 


once more the ſpot where all that was 
dear to her remained: there ſhe ſhed a tor- 


rent of tears, and felt the loſs with mrs 
| than 
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than uſual violence: . ſhe beſought her 
chaplain, riot to let the poor feel any 
loſs by her abſence, and to let ſtrangers 
be entertained with the uſual hoſpitali- 
ty: adding, I once hoped to have left 
# ſucceſſor to have done honour both to 
the title and fortune: then falling on 
her knees, recommended herſelf to the 
care of heaven; and retired more calm 
than could have been expected from 
what ſhe had ſuffered. 

In the moſt affectionate manner ſhe' 
took leave of her dependants, and went 
on board a veſſel that was waiting for 
her, followed by the prayers of her houſe- 
hold. The chaplain had told them, it 
would be better for their lady not to 
ſee them too much affected, as it would 
imply a fear that they thought they ſhould 
fee her no more. The e of the 

zood man had their effect, aud their 

orrow was decent; but when they could 
fee her no more, they broke out inte 
lamentations, which were once more ap- 
peaſed by his propoſing to join in prayers 
for the health and ſafety of the Baroneſs: 
this they eagerly agreed to, and felt them- 
ſelves more reſigned to her abſence. 

The wind blew a favorable breeze, and. 
they were in a few hours on the French 
coalt, much to che latisfaction of the lady, 
; 11 1 who 
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who had been ſo ill during the paſſage, 
that it was doubtful —..— ſhe would 
have lived to have been landed; by pro- 
per cordials and the mvft tender care, 
e recovered ſo much in a few days, as 
to be able to proſecute her journey. As 
every thing that could amuſe was recom- 
mended to her, ſhe omitted not to view” 
whatever was curious either of the works. 
of nature or art. She was fond of the 
Ane arts, as well as the rude. majeſty 
of nature; conſequently, muſt have her 
thoughts employed as well as her time 
in the moſt gratifying manner, Ihe 
Krqngeſt characters apparent in diſſerent 
men, under different laws, religions, 
and cuſtoms, ſhe was careful to obſerve; 
and though ſhe could eakly find errors 
in all, yet ſhe oftener found occakon te- 
commend, obſerving, that what to one 
nation was liberty, would to another 
She made but a ſhort ſtay at Paris, as 
the air was thought improper for her. 
After viewing the Royal palaces and pub- 
lic edifices, the haſtened on for Mont- 
pellier, fearing ſhe ſhould loſe the benefit 
pf the ſeaſon, if ſhe deferred it any lon- 
x Here ſhe ſoon arrived; her health ſome- 
thing improved, though ſhe was great] 
| fatigue 
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fatigued. As one of the beſt houſes hap- 
pened to be unoccupied, it was ſecured for 
her reception; the ſeaſon and climate 
feemed to promiſe a renewal of health to 
which the ſerenity of her mind much 

contributed; for ſince the death of her 
child, the had never felt ſuch a calm. 

It was her cuſtom, though a thorough 
member of the reformed retigion, to at- 
tend the public ſervice of the place the 
reſided at, as ſhe thought, where the ob- 
* of both was the ſame Deity, that 

was decent and proper to ſhew the 
loved the practice of Divine worſhip, by | 

blic as ol as private devotion, grati 
ing her ſenſes at the fame time in the 
moſt innocent manner ; for there hey 
thoughts were elevated by the moſt mehl 
ing muſic; her eyes delighted with the 
moſt captivating paintings, and moſt 
exquiſite efforts of ſtatury, on ſub- 
jects that were deſigned to inſpire the 
beholders with a contempt of the vanities 
of this world, and prove an inducement | 
to virtue and religion. 

One day, whilſt at the church of Notre 
Dame, her thoughts had been fo muck 
occupied, that the was inſenſibly left 
alone; the church was empty before the 
perceived it; on finding herſelf thus 
lituated, ſhe aroſe, with intent to depart; 
but was prevented by hearing a low voice 


lay, 
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| ay, 6c Holy Father, propoſe ſomething ; 
be aſſured no falſe pride ſhall interpoſe 
to prevent my acceptance of an honeſt 
employment.” Adeeplighſucceeded theſe 
words. My child,” (anſwered the 

' Prieſt) © would to God my abilities were 

equal to my wiſhes, to be of benefit to 

you : it is needleſs to ſay I am poor; you 
well know it. Alas! how can I ſerve 
you Iwill try, however; and depend 
on it, a never,. failing Providence will 
not deſert you, Meet me this evening 
after veſpers; I will think on what may 
be done: they then ſeparated.” The 
| Baroneſs returned home, determined if 
rer to be a nieans in the hand of 
idence of reſcuing an innocent be- 

ing from oppreſſion. This pleaſing idea 
gave a cheerfulneſs to her countenance, 

- - and an appetite to her dinner, ſte hac 
long wanted, and ONT: a Joy 7 7 6 
her whole family. "ET | 

| When the hour of Por ion arrived 

- ſhe haſtened to church, and placed her- 
ſelf in ſuch a part of it as would com- 

mand a view of the place where ſhe 
heard the voice; ſhe ſoon found it was 
occupied by a female in deep mourning: 
her form appeared elegant, but ſo much 
obſcured by her cloak and calaſh, which 
in a manner covered her, 'that ſhe could - 
diſtinguills 
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_ eiſtinguiſh' nothing certain of her ſhape; 
nor get a ſight of her face. The ſervice 
being over, on pretence of looking at 
a picture, the Baroneſs went into a fide 
chapel, where ſhe ſtaid a ſhort time, 
and coming from it, was obliged: to paſs 
cloſe by the ſeat where the unfortunate 
lady was fitting {the was talking to an 
aged prieſt, with great earneſtneſs; and 
on hearing the ſteps of a perſon near her, 
turned with haſte to fee who it was, and 
gave the Baroneſs by that means an op- 
portuniry of viewing het face; à more 
expreſſive one heaven never formed! She 
cemed about the age of eighteen; her 
complexion delicately fair; her light hair, 
which hung Tooſe and diſordered, flowed 
in curls down her neck; a faint bluſh 
ſpread" over her a | momentary bloom, 
which was inftantly ſucceeded by a pale- 
nefs that evidently ſhowed the tres of 
mind under which the laboured: ſhe: juſt 
lifted up her eyes, which were of the 
brighteſt hazel, and br W _ her 
face in her cala. | 
The Baroneſs heſttated a ab age | 
to addreſs her, — then, as inſpired by be- 
\nevolence;) thustipoke; “ Lady, I have, 
fince I came to church, been unhappily 
feized with a faintneſs, Which prevented 
me from leaving the place on Which I was 
i 23 ſeated _ - 
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ſeated, and am hardly now able to ſup. 
ort myſelf, my coach is at the door, 


ut having no female attendant with me, 


am apprehenſive of the diforder returning 


before I reach my houſe : will you do me 


the kindneſs to accompany me there, and 
my carriage ſhall afterwards convey you 
home: I am the Baroneſs of Beaumont.“ 
The fair ſtranger looked at her director, 
for his approbation, who, with a tranſport 
of joy which ſparkled in his eyes, told the 
Baroneſs, whom he well knew by name, 
that he hoped her illneſs would return no 
more; that his dear child ſhould attend 
her, and if ſhe ſhould have occaſion for 
her aſſiſtance, he was certain ſnhe would be 
of as much fer vice as poſſible: adding. 
Ah! my lady, ſhe is a moſt promiſing 


bdloſſom; would to God i could thelter her 
from every ill?” He then handed them 


into the carriage, and lifting up his eyes, 


ſeemed to implore the bleſſing of Heaven 
r . 


| They were ſoon at the Baroneſs's, who 
intreated the fair ſtranger to walk in with 
her faying—that as ſhe had ſo oblig- 


Angy ſeen her home, ſhe hoped it would 
prove the means of an intimacy.  'The. 
fair one modeſtly replied, with a voice 


 {weetneſs,” © I am not worthy, 
y, of your friendfhip,—happy ſhould | 
CER Ra . I think 
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I think myſelf in the honour of it!“ 
They then walked into the faloon, which: 
was kept temperate by ſhades, and a gen- 
tle murmuring of water, part ofthe river 
Merdanſum, which conveys to the inha- 
bitants of Montpellier at once health and 
a perpetual refreſhing coolneſs, which to 
a town ſo much expoſed to the greateſt 
force of the ſun- beams, is a moſt precious 
- Bbleſimg. AFC, [ 

The Baroneſs ordered ſome. refreſh 
ments to be brought, and deſired the lady 
to fit down: the ſervants immediately re- 
turned with ices, cakes, and the choiceſt 
fruits ; ſhe perſuaded her gueſt to partake 
of the repaſt ; hardly had ſhe taſted of the 
entertainment, which ſhe ſwallowed with 
—_— than the fell into ſtrong convul- 
five ins : alarmed at her ſituation; the 
Baroneſs rung for her attendafits,, Who 


* 


\ 


removed hero another chamber: a phy- 


ſician was ſent for, and the lady was laid 


on a bed on his arrival, he ordered her 
to be put into a warm bath, obſerving that 


the d greatly emaciated: for forme 
hours her life was nt expected from one 
minute to another; towards morning, 


the - fits were not ſo violent, and the was 


ordered to be kept perfectly quiet. She 
continued ſo ill for ſome days, that 0 
remove her was impoſſible; not did they 

28 know 


(as) 


know where to take lier, as ſhe had utter- 
ed nothing but incoherent ſentences, and 


they were expreſſive only of fear and ter- 


ror: ſometimes ſhe would beg for mercy, 
then faintly ſcream, and relaps into a ſtate 
of inſenſibility. Her ſenſes in time were 
regained; the firſt token of which was, 
by enquiring how ſhe came there, not 
| 3 the Baroneſs, who fitting by 
er bed- ſide, with the curtain drawn be- 
fore her. My child,“ anſwered the 
good Lady, © do not diſturb yourſelf ; 
vou are in ſafe hands; when you are 
ſtronger, you ſhall be told all; and in re- 
turn, I ſhall expect you will be as commu- 
nicative: now, my dear, compoſe your- 
Felf, and you will ſoon be well... 
She anſwered by a look of the moſt en- 
gaging ſweetneſs, and ſoon after fell into 
aà molt profound ſleep, which held her 

' ſome hours: it was a critical one; for ſhe 
had no fits after: her eyes daily regained 
their luſtre, and the roſes in her cheeks 
hloomed a-freſh. She was permitted to 
it upſome hours every day. Soon after, 
the Baroneſs took her an airing, inform- 
ed her all that had happened; faying, 
that ſhe would be happy the next morn+ 


ing to know who ber gueſt was; but that 
He ſhould not importune her till then. 

The ride was delightful; the weather 
Ne | being 


( 25 } 


being uncommonly -fine, ſhe lengthened” 
it rather more than uſual, to enjoy the” 
freſhneſs of the evening breezes: the 
moon ſnone bright, and by its fiver light 
diſcovered ſeveral pairs of fond couples, 
who were ſeated at the feet of large che- 
nut trees. Their attention was ſ60h after 
taken up with obſerving a party of pea” | 
ſants dancing at the door of a neat cot- 
tage: joy was viſible in their countenan- 
ces: all joined in the dance, except an 

d man, who, ſeated in an elbow chair, 
was fondling an infant 1 in his arms, keep- 
ing time to the muſic.—“ Happy people.“ 
exclaimed the as, eg « you have loſt 
no fond huſband, no only child!“ The 
tear of recollection droppedfrom her eye, 
and was anſwered by one from the ſym- 
pathizing Violante, who at thefametime: 
—— a figh. They loſt not the ſoft 
infection till the carriage ſtopped at the 
door, and they walked in With: it fill wt 

fible in their countenances/ © ©01 
Supper reſtored their ſpirits: they 
paid their duty to their Creator; then 
retired to peaceful ſlumbers. 5 © 25 
After breakfaſt the Baroneſs told Violan- 
te, that if it would not fatigue her; the 
ſhould now claim her promiſe : 
My dear Lady,“ replied the baſhfot 

fair, 46 I will, as well as Jam able, _ : 
to 
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fo you the adventures, for ſo they may be 
called, of the moſt unhappy of her , 51 25 
From my earlieſt childhood, I have been 
the ſport of fortune; and, had not your 
rr relieved me, ere this my miſe- 

es had ceaſed.” A flood of tears ſtopped 
her ſpeech : after a pauſe, ſhe proceed-- 
ed in theſe words. ry $4 $37.1 
A prieſt, called Father Felix, return 
ing to- his convent in the city of Milan, 
one morning in the month of January, 
(it will, when the next arrives, be eigh- 
teen years) from a charitable viſit to an 
zdjoining village, where he had been to 
ſtrive a poor man, who, from exceſſive 
fatigue, in trying to ſupport a numerous 
family, had brought upon himſelf a ma- 
lignant fever, and was, when he left him, 


. at the point of death, furrounded by x 


wife and five young children. He was 
near his convent, when a young gentle- 
man with a cloak under his arm, was 
ruſhing paſt him; their eyes, however 
met, and the gentleman catching hold of 
his arm, thus in the utmoſt hurry 
and confuſion: u e er 

„ Good Father, —aſſiſt me, without 
_ ukking// queſtion: in this cloak is a 


female infant: take her to ſome god 
nurſe for a few days: here is ſomething 
to provide her preſent neceſlaries””” Then 

<P; . putting 
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putting the infant in his arms, gave. bim 
à purſe. of gold: Let her be chriſtened 
Violante.: will meet you this day weeks 
on this ſpot.” So ſaying, he left the aſto- 
niſhed prieſt in the utmoſt ſurpriſe: What 
fhould he do with the babe! He recollect- 
ed the good woman whoſe hufhand he: 
had been with, was ſuckling: one, whillt 
cn was” there, and kaſted back to the cot · 
tage: when he came, he found the poor 
man releafed from all earthly wants: bis 
wife, drowned in tears, unable to ſpeak, — 
his children making loud lamentations- 
for their father, forming a ſtriking con- 
traſt to the ſilent but deep JN of the 
mother. 4 
5 Dame,” ſalc the prieſt, « you have 
been a good wife; your hutband is, no 
doubt, in a happier place: be careful of 
your children,—that is now your duty. 
See. here this infant, by a ſtrange. acci- 
dent, given in charge to me: it wants 
the breaſt ; be tender of it; buy it ſome 
linen; here is money for that purpoſe.” 
He then opened the purſe; and gave her 
ſome gu! the oo woman took the 
child from him, and on opening the 
cloak, found it wrapt up in a fine dimity 
petticoat: ſhe dreſſed it in the coarſe, 
but clean clothes of her own children: 
and as it appeared very ill, prayed the _ 
7 . 49 good 
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g60d father to > ehlille it, if not yer 
done: he complied with her requeſt; and 
as he had been deſired, named her Violan- 
te. I am that unfortunate. 3 


ge comforted, child,” ſaid 1 Ba- 


roneſs : doubt not that innocence is the 
care of Heaven: remember you was pro- 
tected in the moſt helpleſs ſtate of your 
life: the ſame goodneſs will ſtill be your 
guard as long as you ſhall put your 
whole truſt and dependance on it; the 
divine proved a father ſent you from Hea- 
ven; look on me as a mother.” The 
grateful Violante could only kiſs the hands 


of her benefactreſs, and bedewed them 5 
with her tears: by the kind expreſſions of 


the Baroneſs, ſhe ſoon recovered, and re. 
- ſumed her diſcourſ. 
He left me, after telling my i 


he would in a few days come again to ſee 


me, which he did. I ſeemed to thrive; 
my nurſe had buried her 'buſband ; I ap. 
peared to her as a gift from Heaven, and 
= beſtowed her utmoſt care to nouriſli 

Ihe day arrived on which the gen- 
1 had appointed to meet Father Fe: 
lix: he got up early, that he might firſt 
_ fee how I did; and haſted to the place, 
an hour before the appointed time: here 
he waited ſome hours, but faw no one 
that had the leaſt appearance of being the 
| ne he e wy was obliged to 
retur on 
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return home, much chagrined. For ſe. 
veral days, he went to the ſame ſpot; 
but was never able to ſee him: he made 
all the enquiry in his power, but could 
trace nothing. One perſon indeed faid he 
had ſeen a gentleman in à chaiſe leave 
town a few days fince, that anſwered: his 
deſcription, but knew not the route he had 
taken: on examining the purſe that had 
been given, with me, he d the con- 


tents were fifty double piſtoles, which he 


truſted would keep me till he heard again 
of the gentleman. He uſed often to ſeeme, 
and mentioned the circumſtances: attend- 
ing meto his acquaintances ? ſome laugh- 
ed at the preſents; others ſaid they pitied, 
then thought no more of me. One lady, 
whoſe huſband was 4 merchant of emi- 
nece, told him, ſhe would take a ride to 
oa fondling, if he would accompany - 
rene 11 N 
* He gladly embraced the offer, hoping 
at a future period it might prove of bene- 
fit to me: as the Lady was fond of chil- 
dren, and never had one to lie. 
las then near five. years. old, tall 
of my age, and prattled with great fluen- 
cy: my nurſe ſaw the Lady firſt; 1 Was 
at play in a vineyard at the back of the 
cottage: ſhe told her ſhe was come to ſee. 


i Father Felix's deſcription of me was 


true 


*. 
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true. Oh! dear Madam,” ſaid the 


e er 6 the is. the ſweeteſt child 
ever beheld; and I am ſure is born of 


noble parents. I will fetch her.” She 
called me—I flew to her as faſt as I was 
able: indeed I was as fond of her as if 


the had been my own' mother. I obſerv- 


ed ſhe cried and kiffed me. Why do 
you cry? ſaĩd I,.“ I will be very good.” 


The fond creature claſped me in her arms, 
and carried me into the cottage, tellin 
me to a make courteſy to the lady, whi 
1 did in my beſt manne. 


.« You will, noble lady, excuſe me for 
repeating what was faid, and not impute 


that to fooliſh vanity, which is ne 


to my ſtory,” —* The little angel! how 


bright are her eyes! how white her teeth! 
How fine her ſliape and complexion !?? ex- 


chimed the lady: ſhe gave me a thou- 
fand kiſſes, and made my nurſe a hand- 


fome preſent > for my part, I appeared as 


much charmed with the lady, and cried 


at being taken from her: ſhe ſaid the 


ſhould pay me another viſit, and did no- 


thing but talk of me as ſhe went home, 


Father Felix joined in the praiſes, and 
_ expreſſed his apprehenſions of what would 


become of me, as he was fearful he might 
foon be obliged to remove to another be- 
neſice, aud the money would laſt but 


a ſhort 
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time, he having paid, with great liberali- 


ty, being daily in hopes he ſhould have 
enquiries made after me. A ſoon as the 
lady faw her hufband, ſhe broke into ex- 
clamations in praiſe of the little beauty ſhe 
had been to viſit, ſaying, how happy ſhe 
ſhouid be to have ſuch a child to amuſe her! 

Mr. Le Merchant, her huſband, ſmiled 
at her deſcription, and ſaid, ſhe had bet- 
ter adopt me, as ſhe was ſo much delighted 
with me. Well,” ſhe replied, © I 
will fetch her to dine with you, however; 
and if you then approve of it, will deſire 
Father Felix to let me take care of her edu- 
tion. He agreed to her propoſal; and 
the ſent for the Father, who was delight- 
ed at the offer, and commended her ten- 


der diſpoſition towards me, faying, he: 


ſhoulqpray that I might be a bleſſing! to 
her. Accordingly, on the Thurſday fol 
lowing, ſhe came for me, telling my 
nurſe what were her intentions, and: 


aſſuring her, that ſhe would not forget 
her: and that ſhe might come and lee 
me as often as ſhe pleaſed. The good 


woman wept at parting with me; but: 
faid, though fhe ſhould loſe her cherub;. 
ſhe was glad it was ſo much to my advan- 


tage. My clothes took” but a ſhort time 


to collect, and the ſent with them the pet. 


ticoat I was wrapped in when ſhe firſt had 
me, which, ſhe obſerved, might contri- 


buts 


— 
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bute to difcover my parents. After em- 
bracing me, I was carried to the carriage, 
and in it driven from the door of that 
cottage which had been my aſylum. 4 
On ariving at Milan, I was ; delighted 


with the noiſe and buſtle that , prevailed. 
I wanted-every toy that aſhop we ſtopped 
at afforded; and arrived at Mr. Le Mer- 


chant's- loaded with a profuſion of dolls, 


1 


I was carried into a large room, or- 
e with pictures, by the beſt maſ- 
ters, which I gazed at with childiſh aſto- 
niſhiment, and aſxed my mama, for ſo 
ſhe ſaid I muſt call hey, nts thoſe fine 
ladies and gentlemen, did not put on 
their clothes. She laughed at me, and 

made me obſerve that Sep were painted 


on canvas.  Whil ſhe was thus employ- 


ed. Mr. Le Merchant entered :.1 went. 


and kiſſed his hands. Sweet child?“ 


Maid he, and took me on his knee 
will you live with us ??” “ Yes, if you 


will let me. He beſtowed more com- 
mendation on me than. even his lady; and- 
faid as fortune had accidentally brought, 
me under his e "A would never 
deſert me. 


now bad every attention beſtowed: 


on my education, and improved as faſt. 
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uſual for y young ladies of rank. My nurſe 
t 


at firſt came often to viſit me, and 1 was 


always delighted to ſee her. In leſs than 
two years ſhe removed to a diſtance from 
Milan, and I haye heard nothing of her 

from that time. This was a period of 


life which will be ever remembered wi 

regret. My hole delight was in improve- 
ment, as I perceived it gave pleaſure to 
my dear benefactors, whom | loved with 
a filial duty; and they often ſaid, I was 


the deareſt of children, and wiſhed their ; 


nephew had my diſpoſition. | 

& Years rolled on in this happy manner, 
till I attained ſixteen; 3 then a different 
ſcene began to open.” The fervants now 
came to announce that dinner was on the 


table: the Baroneſs ſaid, riſing, You 
ſhall go on with your ſtory to-morrow; 
but my patient muſt let me inſiſt on her 


fatiguing herſelf no further at pre- 


ſent.” They ate their dinner in ra- 


ther a grave ann which was 


diſpelled ſoon after, 5 the eaſe and live- 
83 


lineſs of the Barone ; who, when ſhe 
conferred favours, did it in ſuch a man- 


ner, as to take of all reſtraint from the 
erſon favoured. Indeed, in the preſent 


Fact ſhe felt herſelf ſo much intereſt- 
ted for the fair Violante, that had it not 


been for the hopes of bein 8 of more ſervice 


w 1 r 
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ber, when ſhe heard the hiſtory, Ge 
would not have let her go on with it. 
' Curioſity, ſhe uſed to ſay, ſhould never 
be indulged, unleſs it was to the benefit 
of the object enquired about. Indeed, 
calumny ſeemed to loſe its venom in her 


preſence; as ſhe had a fund of humour 


and good ſenſe, joined to great know- 
ledge of the world, that prevented the 
circle of friends ſhe uſed to aſſociate with, 
from feeling that vacuum in converſation, 
that is generally ſeized on byſlander, as an 
immediate reſource: ſhe was innocent 
herſelf, and wiſhed not to hear the fail. 
ings. of others. 

In the evening they went to the theatre, 
where an active harlequin made them 
laugh, in defiance of probability. On 
their cue Þ. Tau reſt, they fell into the 
fumbers of t 
inereaſing health. 


When breakfaſt was over the Baroneſs 


propoſed to Violante to continue her nar- 
rative, which ſhe did, a charming bluſh 
taking poſſeſſion of her, as ſhe proceeded 
in theſe words: N 

4 believe I mentioned my arriving at 


the entranceof my ſeventeenth year.” — _ 


Jou did,“ ſaid the Baroneſs, © One day 
Mr. Le Merchant came into the room, 


virtuous, and aroſe with 


where his lady and myſelf were at work 
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and told her, that a young — | 
whom the duke of Modena had recom- 
mended in the ſtrongeſt terms, had in- 


treated to learn the buſineſs of a merchant 


in his counting-houſe; adding, he was 


born near Naples, and had not been edu- 


cated for that life, as the church was what 
he had been deſigned for.—Madame Le 
Merchant replied, ſhe could have no ob- 
jection, if it was agreeable to himſelf. 
He told her, as the young man was an 
entire ſtranger in Milan, he ſhould fleep 
for a few nights in their houſe. This was 
likewife aſſented to, as ſhe made it a rule 
tb be pleaſed with what he approved, 
He thenſaid, he would bring him home 
that evening. In the afternoon I went 
to confeſſion, which my good Father 
Felix ſtrongly recommended: indeed his 
parental advice and anxiety for my future 
welfare, had never been remitted. 


* On my return home, I found Mr. 


and Mrs. Le Merchant with the you 
ſtranger, in the drawing-room : he aroſe 
at my entrance, and made a low bow Ma- 
demoiſelle, ſaid Mr. Le Merchant, let me 
introduce you to Mr, Mazirire. - 
* Mr. Mazirire, you will, Iam certain, 
* be happy in the acquaintance of my dear 


* 


VPiolante.“ Sir,“ replied the youth, 
the favors you confer on me; render me 
le to return proper thanks ;—to the 
8 77 
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ladies I truſt for forgiveneſs, by the graci- 
-ouſneſs of their looks.” On further con- 
verſation, he informed us, he had been 
two years in England, and ſpoke the lan- 
guage with great eaſe and correctneſs. ' 
„ Violante,” ſaid Mr. Le Merchant, 
4 you have ſaid you ſhould like to learn 
Engliſh; perhaps my young friend will 
give you ſome _ inſtruftions.” *© Moſt 
willing y,“ replied Mr. Mazirire, © and 
Hall think it a high honor.” He appear- 
about twenty years of age, tall and ele- 
1 - gantly formed: his complexion rather 
1% brown, eyes a dark blue, his teeth white; 
he had a pleaſing ſmile, as well as an air 
of quality, which ſeemed to command 
the reſpect and eng of all that ſpoke 
tohim. Pray, my dear,” ſaid Lady 
B. laughing, had you not better hav 
aid love than friendſhip ?”? 
Violante bluſhed—and went on: He 
was indeed a fine young gentleman, The 
next day, he began to inſtruct me. I 
"had ſo able a tutor, that I ſoon made con- 
ſiderable progreſs, and in a ſhort time b 
could Seurke in Engliſh: he uſed to em- 

ploy the hours he was not engaged in tlie P 


| 
| 
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counting-houſe, in teaching me. My 3 
benefactors were delighted on finding the ; 


rapid progreſs I made, and applauded; us 
for our attention, Far from its being 


_ 
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irkſome, we ſeemed always to begin with 


leaſure, and leave off with ręluctance: 


e enlarged my ideas, at the fame time he 


taught me a new language; and our de- 
light was mutual. Mr. and Mrs. Le 
Merchant grew ſo fond of him, that they 
would not permit his going into lodg- 


ings; and he ſeemed to treat them with the 


utmoſt gratitude, relieving Mr. Le Mer- 
chant of as much trouble as poſſible ; and 


in a ſhort time doing moſt of the buſineſs, 


« We often had little concerts at our: 


houſe; and, as great paĩins had been ta- 
ken with me, I was flattered with havin 


a fine voice and ſome judgment.” Take 


care,” ſaid the Baroneſs," © you are not 
bringing yourſelf into trouble. I am paſ- 


ſionately fond of a ſine voice.. I ſhall: 
be always ready to obey you in the beſt 
manner lam able, ſaid Violante, bow- 


F ON” N 
„ Mr. Mazirire played on the German 


flute, and uſed td accompany my ſinging. 


One day, when we were to have a con- 
cert, he played over in the morning, ſongs 
he was to play in the es and, hap-. 
pening not to be quite perfect in one of 
them, I laughed, and told him, if he did 
not perform better, I would ing fo well, 
that he ſhould not be able to play at all. 


«© Violante,” ſaid he, with eagerneſs, © o 
e | . 7. . 8 .. ave; 
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have too much advantage over me already: 

in pity, try not to be more deſtructive.” 

Who, II, Sir, —aim at your deſtructi- 

on] Lou are 8 miſtaken, — be aſſu- 
u 


red I have never ght of you but with 
eſteem * | | 


+ Sweet _ he replied, * divine 


creature Who, I?“ „Come, let us 
again,“ interrupting him, with a he- 


try 
ſitation too viſible. We again tryed the 


Tong, with worſe ſucceſs than at firſt, as 
I was more out of time than himſelf. 
I aid, his bad play prevented me from 


being able to accompany him then, but 


made no doubt of doing it when he had 
practiſed a little more. I then left the 
room, and went to dreſs. Madame Le 
Merchant was pleaſed with my perſon, 
and was very particular that my clothes 


ſet well, and were becoming. That day 


he made me take more than ordinary 
- pains; and when I had finiſhed, —ex- 
claimed, My fweet girl/ may hea-- 

ven avert thoſe charms from proving 


+ 20 biting , - 
„ Dear Madam,” I replied, * the 


5 ee and duty I owe to you, will, I 
ko 


pe, ever-prevent me from doing any 


10 thing to give you unhappineſs; and [ 
truſt, you have taken too much pains 
with my underſtanding to let a fooliſn 
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vanity prove deſtructive to my peace.” 


The company now began to aſſem- 


ble : we went into the faloon, to receive 
them: my voice had been more extolled 
than it deſerved, and drew a larger party 
than uſual; among others, a lady beg- 
ged to introduce to Madame Le Merchant 
two gentlemen of her acquaintance, who 
were on their return to England: their 
names, ſhe informed her, were Lord 
Raymond, and the Honourable Mr. Sand- 
ford, his couſin. 45, | 
Lord Raymond intreated ſhe would 
1 his intruſion, and wbſerved that 
he had heard ſo much of the young 
lady's voice who reſided with her, that 
he had deferred his journey, in hopes 
of being gratified in the moſt exquilite 
manner. Fol 


r | 
«© Madame Le Merchant made a cour- 


teſy: © My Lord, I fear report has faid 
ſo much, that Mademoiſelle Violante 


will fall very ſhort of what you have 
been led to expect: if her voice was in- 


deed anſwerable to her underſtanding 
and ſweetneſs of temper, it would be 
inimitable.” He made a compliment, 
and be ſhe would be ſo kind as to 
inform him, which of the young ladies 
Was Mademoiſelle Violante. 5 
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1 was talking to: ſome of my acqualat, 
ance at à diſtant part of the room, when 
Madame Le Merchant carne to me, fol- 
lowed by bis Lordſhip: “ My dear,“ 
ſaid ſhe, this is Lord Raymond: he 
has favoured us with his company, on 

urpoſe to hear if your voice anſwers 
the character he has heard of it. If 
the Lady's voice is as charming as her 
perſon, faid his Kannen * match- 
leſs 


« Mr. Mazirire, who was landing 
near me, ſeemed hurt at the warmth of 
his expreſſion, and told me the concert 
waited, which prevented me from mak- 
ing any other reply than a low courteſy. 
When it was over, his Lordſhip, came 
40. me, and ſaid, I am now certain, 
that muſic is truly the delight of angels; 
for I have felt the tranſports of the bleſſed, 
whilſt J heard the melody of your in- 
Chanting voice..“ My Lord, ifI haye 
afforded-you any entertainment, 1 beg | 
vou will not- diſtreſs me by mentioning 
it: your politeneſs makes me fear I have 
expoſed myſelf to your ridicule, rather 
than meet your .approbation:” - I went 


x Madame Le Merchant.“ Well Vio- 


3 faid Keek lady, you have 
| ung 


\ 
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| yrs, charmingly : never. did I hear” you 
rtorm ſo well; and Mr. Mazirire 

played with infinite taſte.“.—““ Yes, Ma- 

dam, —he was of great eee to my 


Pray, ſaid my Lord, « is. the 
gentleman a relation of yours?“ ** No, 
my Lord, he is in the ee, | 
and is a great favourite with my huſ- 
band, as well as myſelf. Of what coun- 
try, may I preſume. to aſæ ? Of Na- 
ples: he has been à great traveller.“ 

The ſervant announced the arrival of 
his Lordihip's carriage: he wiſhed us 
a good night, ſaying, he ſhould call again 
to. enquire after her health. When he 
Was gone, Madame Le Merchant rallied 
me on. having made a conqueſt, whitht 
diverted us both till bed-time. - - 

*The next morning, we had hardly, 
finiſhed our; breakfaſt, When a rap at the 
door prociaimed company, which proved 
to be Lord Raymond and his couſin: he» 
ſaid; he was 1o e that I had 
exerted myſelf laſt night to the ptejudice 
of my health, that a 
come his impatience d“ Ves, ſaid his: 
couſin, “ your impatience had like toy 
have occafioned: a ſhocking ; accident.“ 
We e What ala — No. 
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thing,” ſaid his Lordſhip, © but my ſtu- * 
pid fellow driving over a mule.“ © Yes,” 
rejoiced Mr. Sandiford, fo he did; 
but you have forgot to mention there 
was a man on it.” © Pho, pho,” ſaid 
my Lord, they were not much hurt; 


a little money made them well again.“ 


„Madame Le Merchant exclaimed 
at the obſtinacy of coachmen, who, ſhe 
faid, often took pleaſure in doing in- 
juries to foot - paſſengers; adding, ſhe 
always prevented hers from driving faſt 
in the ſtreets. . But my couſin,” faid 


Mr. Sandiford, laughing, was curling 
his not going faſter, though the horſes 
_ almoſt galloped.*” ? | * 


IJ was 10 anxious to ſee you, ladies, 
IT ſhould have thought the ſwiftneſs of x 


| balloon too flow for my withes.” Did 


your Lordſhip ever aſcend in one?” © No, 
charming Violante, —but I have ſeen 

many: ſhould you like to-behold one? 
% Certainly,” I replied, © but not entruſt. 
ed with the conveyance of a human being, 


as the dread I ſhould feel at the riſque 


of the perſon, would prevent me from 
ceiving any gratification.” If you 


will do me the honour,” faid his Lord- 
ſhip, I am happy enough to have 


one, which I had made to amuſe * 
Fees . 3 
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but have not yet uſed it : it ſhall be ready 
by to-morrow, if the weather continues 
fine, at whatever hour you ſhall appoint.” 
„% About noon,” ſaid Madame Le Mer- 
chant, © Violante and myſelf will wait 
on you.” Ladies, you make me de- 
lighted : I will inſtanlly fet about mak- 
ing the neceſſary preparations.” He took 
his leave. a BA 
„ At dinner ſhe informed her huſband 
what an entertainment we were going 
to; and ſaid, ſhe hoped he would accom- 
pany us. He replied, if it was poſſible, 
he would be of the party, though he 
Was rather apprehenſive he could not, 

as buſineſs of great moment would re- 
quire his attendance at a diſtant part ; he 
would however, ſend to enquire if his 
preſence could be diſpenſed with, which, 
on his ſervant's return, he found was im- 
poſſible. < Well,” ſaid Madame Le Mer- 
chant, then Mr. Mazirire, will you be 
our chaperon ?” Certainly, if you will 
do me that honour.” Gal ANN 


The ſun next morning roſe bright _ 


as could be deſired, and we prepared tor 

our viſit. | . 

„ Mr. Le Merchant, a ſhort time be- 
fore we were ready, told his lady he 

was not quite well; he had a fwimming 

in his head, which rather alarmed __ 

| | « She 
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She intreated him not to go out, 
but ſend for a phyſician. He aſſured her, 
he was much better, thought the air 
would effect a perfect cure, and hoped 
ſhe. would be highly entertained by the 
amuſement we were going to. He falut- 
ed, and wiſhed us Sar morning z 
adding, he ſhould 8 a particular ac- 
count when we met at dinner.“ 
Here ſhe bluſhed into an agony. of grief. 
— The Paroneſs ſoↄthed her ſorrows; 
and, after ſome time, ſhe grew more com- 
poſed. My dear, ſaid the good lady, 
you ſhall proceed no further this morn- 
ing: to- morrow you will have ſummoned 
up reſolution to go through the painful 
ſtory: we will now retire to dreſs, and in 
the evening go to veſpers: perhaps you 
may meet Father Louis: his diſcourſe will 
fortify and reſlore your peace of mind. 
„Dear Lady,” faid Violante, -* he 
| told me, the laſt time I ſaw him, he was 
to embark the next morning for Algiers, 
to redeem ſome captives, in conformity 
to the vow, of a gentleman, who had 
choſen him to execute it, and that he 
mould not be able to return for ſome 
months.“ e We will go, however,” 
aid Lady Beaumont, * ſome accident 


may have qctgined him; and I am ſure 
* | | you 
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ou would be r not to have ſuch 
a chance of ſeeing him, particularly as 
I ſhall leave Montpellier for Naples in a 
few days, and ſhall hope for Violante to 
accompany me.” She returned grateful - 
acknowledgment for the favour : her 
tears fell on Lady Beaumont's neck. 
After dinner, they went to church, but 
could hear no tidings of the good prieſt; | 
therefore concluded he was gone.— 
« Will it he agreeable to take a ride?“ 
ſaid the Baroneſs. Perfectly ſo,” an- 
ſwered Violante. Accordingly they took 
a pretty long one. It was now that ſea- 
ſon of the year, when the happy peaſants, , 
were employed in gathering the vintage: 
all ages were buſy : the children that | 
could” not carry burthens, were eating 
the delicious' fruit, whilit their parents, 
with grateful bearts, were carrying loads 
to the vine-preſſes: they partook of 
their Jeaſure, , and fe e 3 
with t eir excurſion. 1 
The Baroneſs, rather fatigued, after 45 
light repaſt, propoſed retiring, which 
Violante ſaid he Thoutd be glad to-do. 958 
The next mornibg the aſked her if the. * 
Fn: ſhe had licks to proceed in her 
g f in endeavour, Lady, (though, 


it Man give me a REY to relate) to con- 
n Unpe * 
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tinne my narrative as well as I am 


"ade. - | 


We ſet off ſoon: after, attended by 
Mr. Mazirire, wllo appeared rather de- 
jetted. On being aſked the reaſon, 
* ſaid it was our fancy. I talked of 
what we were going to ſee, and obſerved 
that if the balloon was anſwerable to the 
wiſh of his Lordſhip, it would be delight- 
ful.— Who,” faid he, but would 
wiſh to contribute to your pleafure ? My 
life T ſhould think well loſt, to gain you 
any happineſs?” Our eyes happened to 
meet as he ſpoke. His gave, me a look 
that ſeemed to penetrate my very ſoul. 
„ Upon my word,” ſaid Madame Le 
Merchant, * you carry your Sanity A 
prodigious way.” —* I would,“ faid, he, 
on my honour.” T“ 

The coach ſtopped ; Lord Raymond 
handed us out, and led Madame Le 
Merchant, followed by Mr. Mazirire, 
who led me into the drawing room: 
there was a large company, whom he 
had invited to ſee the balloon: he 
placed. Madame Le Merchant in a. ſeat 
at the upper end of the room, and in- 
ſiſted on my ſitting by her, telling the 
company, that it was our deſire to ſee 
a balloon, that made him recolle& hs 
had a ſmall one by him. | 

" * . * 


6 


«© The ſervant told his maſter all was 
ready, who led us intc another room, 
where a cold collation was on the table: 
he had ſpared no expence in procuring 
ever dainty Milan could afford ; and en- 
treated us to conſider the ſhort time he 
had known of our viſit as an excuſe for 
his not having provided better entertain- 
ment. After the company had finiſh- 
ed, he defired we would walk into 
the garden, as the balloon, was quite 
filled. We all haſted to get a view: 
it was placed on a ſtage, where it was ſeen 
to advantage by every perſon. I gazed 
with admiration on the globe: it was 
gilt, and in the ſun ſhone hike a ball-of 
fire, and was wavering in the wind, being 
prevented from riſing, by - a ribband 
which was faſtened to the ſtage. After 
we had taken a proper view, be deſired 
me to cut the ſtring, which I did, and 
ſaw it inſtantly aſcend. | 

I felt an awful ſenſation at the ſub- 
lime ſpectacle before me. — What !-—has 
man made a diſcovery that has enabled 
him to ride on the wings of, the wind? 
—Aſtoniſhing! Yet is not the round 
earth itſelf a bubble? and does not the 
rarched air in its vaſt caverans, heated 
by internal volcanoes, cauſe it t ba. 
lance in the immenſe vault that für- 

| _ rounds, 
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rounds it? My ideas were moſt: likely mn \) 
erroneous; but at the inſtant they ruſh- f 
ed on me. You will forgive me for men- 
\ tioning them.” 

ve Certainly,” ſaid Lady Beaumont, 

I Ike to hear the obſervations of young 
people: they have a fire in their deſcrip- 
tion that gives ſuch luſtre to their ſub- 
jects, as will ever pleaſe; and the hand 
of criticiſm {ſhould point out their errors 
in the gentleſt manner.“ | 

Violante defired her Ladyſhip would 
beſo kind as to prevent her from aban- 
doning the train ot reaſon to the guidance 
of fancy, and purſued her diſcourſe. 

„it was ſoon hurried from our 
fight; and, as the wind ſet, I make no 
doubt ht it fel into the fe; for it wi. | 
neverfound, though his Lordſhip offer 
a reward for it: when it was obſcured Dy 
clouds, and no hopes remained of ſeeing 
it agaih, the company began to depart, 
and we had notice that our carriage was 
ready. 

FSG Me” Le Merchant aid, the ho- 

ped the would fee lim at her houſe, be- 

for he left Milan. He, made her a "low 

bow, thanked her for her invitation, of 

which hie aſſured her he would avail him- 

ſelf,” as n, had Happened Which . 
we ted whl ul 
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would prevent his return to England ſo 
ſoon as he had intended. We got into : 
our carriage. 

« Mr. Mazirire ſaid he woyld conduct 
me, as Madame Le Merchant would do. | 
I. orq Raymond that honour. They gave. 
each 8 2 look of ſuſpicion at parting, 

— What,” ſaid Madame Le Merchant, 
as we went home, « I wonder, prevents 
his Lordſhip from returning! 1 thought 
he had ſettled every thing for his depar- 
ture.” “ Ves,“ ſaid Mr. Mazirire,“ he 
had, and his chaiſes and horſes were teady.. 
1 think his reafon for ſtaying is pretty 
obvious.” „What is it you allude to?“ 
ſaid 1.—“ Yourſelf, —-Violante!“ 
2 Who,—1 the cauſe?” You are diſpoſed” 
to rally.“ I am ſerious, [ aſſure you,”, 
tad, Mr. Megirire,  4- 8 

„Well,“ ſaid my benefaQrefs, « it 
that mould be the caſe, you have made, 

my dear, a valuable conqueſt, though 8 0 
believe it is a miſtake.“ 

* We now were fo near our houſe; ag 
to perceive” there was a crowd about it, 
which prevented our driving up. Mr.. 
Mazirire jumped out; ſaid he would return 
immediately, and defired us not to be 
alarmed. Tears accompanied Violate as, 
ſhe proceeded. Ile ſtaid ſome mitnates be- 
a fore 1 but yes he did, he ap- 
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( 38 ) 
pearedbyhis countenance greatly agitated. 70 
Ladies, give me leave to attend you.“ | 
J am terrified,” faid Madame Le Mer- 
chant; what is the matter?” „I will 
lead you in, Madame: Dr. Corfellis is in 
the houſe,” © Oh !my huſband,” faid 
the good lady, © let me fly to him.” I 
was unable to ſpeak, but followed. Mr. 
Mazirire was obliged to ſupport her trem- 
bling limbs. Never—never ſhall I forget 
the ſhocking ſcene that preſented itſelf to 
me, when he parlour door was opened! 
On a couch oppolite to our entrance, lay 
Mr. Le Merchant, with a countenance on 
which death was depicted : a ſurgeon in 
vain endeavouring to draw blood from 
his arm. The doctor held his other hand, 
feeling his pulſe, which ſenſibly grew 
every minute fainter—it fluttered—heſi- 
tated —ſtopped—went faſter—appeared 
rather more diſtin&t;—* He yet lives,” 
were the words that we heard as we 
ena 7... | | | 
Madame Le Merchant gave a ſhriek, 
and fell to all appearance liteleſs on the 
floor: the ſudden ſhock rouſed her huſ- 
band from the calm inſenſibility in which 
he lay: he ſtarted opened his eyes 
looked at his wife—myſelf—and Mr. 
Mazirire, who was aſſiſting to lift up his 
lady. He attempted to ſpeak, voice was 
8 denied 


9 
denied him: he lifted up his hands, gave 
a deep rom and expired. [ The Baroneſs 
wept for ſome minutes.] I was in- 
ſcaſible to every thing, and on my reco- 
vering, found I was on my bed, my 
maid by me. I faid I muſt attend Ma- 
dame Le Merchant, and was riſing, when 
Mr. Mazirire entered the room, and fell 
on his knees by the-bed-fide. © For pity's 
ſake do not make me quite diſtracted : 
let me beſeech you not to get up till you 
have more ſtrength.” © How. does my 
dear friend?” interrupting him, © ſhe 
wants me—TI muſt go.” * Be calm,” 
ſaid he, for a few RR The doctors 
have given her a com pacing Grove ght, and 
ordered her to be kept as ſtill as poſſible: 
when ſhe awakes I will inform you. I 
am ſure you will not attempt what muſt 
injure her.“ I found myſelf ſo weak, 
that I could only anfwer with tears, and 
threw myſelf on the pillow, i in an agony 
of ſorrow. | 
« He retired. in much affliction: in 
three hours he came, and told me ſhe had 
fallen into a flumber, which it was 
thought would prove critical, and it was 
withed might laſt ſome time. He be- 
ſought me to take ſome refreſhment, 
which would enable me to be of more 
| ſervice: that conſideration prevailed, and 


* 1 took 
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I took ſome biſcuit and a glaſs of wine, 
which revived me. | 
I deſired he would inform me the 
particulars of Mr. Le Merchant. © Dear 
Mademoiſelle,” faid Mr. Mazirire, why 
will you make me further diſtreſs you?“ 
It will not Sir,“ faid 1. J. 

„He then acquainted me, that Mr, Le 
Merchant had been' to the place he told us 
of, and tranſacted his buſineſs : he com- 

plained \ that his head ached: they deſi- 

| red br have a coach home, offer- 
ing to attend him; but be refuſed, lay- 

ing, he ſhould be better for the walk. | 

A gentleman who'was in company, 

aid he thould paſs his door, and would 
_— walk with him; he conſented: they ſoon” 
cdtter ſet out: be walked pretty well at 
| .* firſt; but ast he came near home, the 
= gentleman found he ſtaggered; and, 
| looking in his face, was ſurpriſed at the 
- + vitible alteration; "He enquired how he " 
dad, but he could hot anfwer, and in a 0 
minute funk on the pavement. 

Pr. Corſellis was paſſing in his FW 
riot; and, hearing a gentleman had fal- 
len down in a fit, alighted ; he found it 
was an apopleRic one, and that he could 
not, in his opinion, recover: finding he. 
was 16 near home, he recommended his 
being t taker there. EN? he was 
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2 „ 
carried in juſt before you arrived: you 
know the reſt.” 

What is become of his lady?” 

&« She was carried to her chamber, before 
ſhe ſhewed any ſign of life; you likewiſe 
fainted, and was in the fame manner ta- 
ken to your's. 5 
* The doctors ſaid, youth wood ſoon 
reſtore you; but were fearful Madame 
Le Merchant's fit would be followed by a 
fever: they bled her; and as I before told. 
you, ordered her to be kept quite ſtill: 
after about an hour, ſhe ſpoke, though 
wich great incoherence, and was K 
on to ſwallow a draught, that threw her 
into a fleep, from, w hich ſhe is not LEE 
awakened, 

„he doors are now with her, an 
will, I dare ſay, give A favourable account | 
of her amendment.“ 

Amen!“ faid I:“ may Heaven re- 
ſtore her :---where ſhall T go ? what Will 
become of the orphan! Tears choaked 
my words.“ Dear Lady,” faid he, * be 
comforted ; you will, I hope, ind ſhe i is 
much better: 1 will go and enquire.” 

He went, and ſtaid but a ſhort time. He | 
ſaid, ** ſhe will, I truſt; mend by to- mor- 
row; at preſent ſhe has a good deal of 
fever: Hlaroſe,— he offered his arm to g 
ſuport me to her room. As we were 


| going 
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goings he entreated me to ſummon all m 


ortitude, as well to 82 friend, 


as to prevent my . ured him, 
I would endeavour to follow his advice, 


as I felt myſelf greatly "ger by his at- 


tention. He made a bow. 
LI opened the door of my dear friend's 
room, and walked ſoftly in: ſhe heard— 
and aſked who it was.—l went to the bed- 
ide: ſhe held out one of her hands; L 
preſſed it in mine; it burnt: -I bedewed 
it with my tears —* How does my Vi- 
ante ? Ifeared Iſhould fee you no more: 
ho pale you look!“ -I intreated the dear 
lady not to fatigue. herſelf: I was now 
quite well, and was come to attend her. 
4 Sweet tender bloſſom? that muſt not 


be yet: I ſhall have time to talk to- mor- 


row: retire for to- night: I am diſpoſed 
to flumber: your preſence will prevent 
me: ſhould 1 be worſe, I will ſend for 
vou. ”. She then deũred me to retire to 
reſt, I had ever complied with her wiſh- 
es, and would not now diſpute them, 
ring it might makeher uneaſy. I ſhould 
have felt much eaſier, if ſhe would have 
let me fit up: ſhe ſhook her head, ſaying, 
No, no, my dear.” I kifſed her hand, 


Went to my room, as I could be of no uſe, 
and ſoon after went to bed: nature was 


"IG. and I fell into a deep fleep, 


which 2 
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| 4 which held me till ſeven next morning. | 
Er Haſtening to my benefactreſs, I found ſhe 
Ds was in a flumber, but ſtarted often; the 
wy attendants ſaid ſhe had flept a good deal 
* in the night, though they feared in an 
N uneaſy manner, as ſhe catched often ſo 
4 as to give great alarm. I watched her for 
"4 ſome time before ſhe awoke, which ſhe did 
[ in a hurry, looking rather wild. 
4 Ho long have you been here, Vio- 
| lante « A ſhort time, Madame.” 


g % What is it o'clock, my dear?” Al-. 
q moſt eight. How do you find » your- 
ſelf ?* „ ſhall be better ſoon, ſaid the 
dear woman, with an expreſſive look, 
that ſtruck me to the heart, though I af. 
feed not to underſtand her meauing. 1 
carried her a medicine, and deſired her to 
take it. Will it make you eaſler?“ 
faid ſhe, with a ſweet ſmile. Certainly, 
my dear Madame; I hope it will make 
ou better.! Then give it me.“ She 
ſwallowed it with difficulty, but her 
ſtomach was too weak to retain it. Now, 
my dear, you will not again preſs me to 
what can be of no real ſervice.” I could 
only anſwer by my tears. N BEE) 
« Why, my child, do you grieve?” 
Oh, dear Madame, I was in hopes the 
ſleep you have had would have been of 
great ſervice ; and I am ſorry the medi- - 
cine did not agree with you. The doc- 
| ; x tors 
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tors are coming, and will order one that 
will.” She ſhook her head, —ſaying ſoft- 
ly to herſelf; © that is impaſſible. She 
held my hand, looking earneſtly i in my 


\ face, | with the tendereſt compaſſion, 1 


aſked her if ſhewanted any ching. Yes; 


my love, I want to talk to you, but will. 


not till the doctors are gone.“ They 
ſoon after arrived, and having heard all 
the ſymptoms of their patient, retired to 
conſult on the caſe. She told them before 
they left the room, that ſhe- ſhould inſiſt 


| 
| 
| | on hearing their opinions, as ſhe had 
| 


many things yet to do. They aſſured 
her they would comply with her requeſt. 
They returned, and the again deſir- 


that ſhe could not recover, that ſhe: knew, 
but how long they thought the ſhould 
live. Madame,” ſaid one of the doc- 


perate caſes: could you but take ſuſſicient 
nouriſhment, we ſhould have hopes.“ 
They - ſhook their heads. Come, 
came, gentlemen, do not treat me as a 


” thort time that I have to live; beſides, 
you would defer 'my. happineſs. Say— 
when ſhall I be releaſed, do you think??? 


ed they would inform ber, not, ſhe ſaid, 


tors, „you are doubtleſs, extremely ill, 
yet ue have known recoveries from as de. | 


. child, nor ſuffer me to triſle away the 


Ey this time IOATOITO f, if you 0 | 
500 0 TOO HIT iet et. Do. 


- << - 0 2 * i dn... nn, 9 « TY z ew 
LI 


( 48 Þ» 
no favourable change, heaven may poſ- 


{eG another angel.” 


„Oh! you; delight me! you will call 
in the evening; I will take my leave; let 
my confeſſor and Father Felix be ſent 
fox.” 


« Whilſt this was — I, almoſt 


loſt to feeling, became like a ſtatue. p 5 
wept not, nor did Iattempt to ſpeak ; my 


hearing and ſight were the only ſenſes 1 


could make uſe of. I ſat gazing on my 
more than mother, in a: ſtupid deſpair, 


and though ſhe ſpoke to me, was for ſome. 
time unable to anſwer. ; I continued in 
this ſtate till a meſſage, was brougb that 
Father Clement was gone to Rom e, to 


ſee a brother, who was in a cor mp- 


tion; and that Father Felix would come 
1 directly y 3, which he did, almoſt as ſoon as 
the meſſenger. She deſired he would be | 

ſo kind as to confeſs her, and adminiſter 

the comforts of the bleſſed ſacrament, as 


her time would admit of no delay. He 


was ſhocked at finding what had happen- 


ed ſince yeſterday; for he had not heard 
of the death of Mr. Le Merchant till he 


was ſent for; however, he ſoon appear- 
ed the chriſtian hero; and, as it was ne- 
ceſſary, we left the room. After confeſ- 
ſion, he adminiſtered to her the ſacrament, 
and exhorted her to keep herſelf in the 
| bleſſed 
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bleſſed tate of mind ſhe was then in, 


bidding us to take warning, not to put 


our dependance on either riches or health 


ſince a moment might deprive us of both. 
The attendants wept. I was filent. He 


obſerved the deſpair that was painted on 
my countenance; and, taking me afide, 
endeavoured to confole me, A the moſt 

rſuaſivę eloquence. © What, Violante! 


have my precepts no power over you? 
then, indeed, 1 have employed hours in 


vain : I flattered myſelf you had profited 
by my advice ; but you not only pay no 
regard to them, but would 


doſt thou repine ; at the mercy of an all- 
wiſe Providence, who thinks proper to 
reward the good life and charitable ac- 
tions of two of its ſervants ? You ought 
rather to think how melancholy the few 
years of your benefactreſs's life would 


£ paſs, was ſhe to linger on: ſhe is now 
a 


haſtening to endleſs joy. Do not, I charge 
ou, by the hopes you have of joining 
r in the ſame blefled place, diſturb the 


tranquillity ſhe enjoys, by 3 her ſee 


you give way to deſpair.” By ſuch dif- 
courſes as theſe, he rouzed me from the 
ſtate I had been in. I acknowledged the 
truth of his doctrine, and begged his for. 


giveneſs for my diſobedient behaviour. 


AI grant 


ſe the or, 
for what 
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„ I grant it, if you let it return no 
more. I thall come in the evening; 
let me ſee reſignation in every look and 
action.“ He ſpoke in a low tone to Ma- 
dame Le Merchant; and, as he came 
from her bed-fide, was heard to ſay, 
ſoftly, Bleſſed woman! may my death 
be like thine !”” He gave me a look, and 
departed. f 0 i 

*& As ſoon as I was able to compoſe 
myſelf, I drew near: ſhe obſerved. me 
with attention.—** Why this, my dear, 
is well. 1 can now talk to you.“ I bow- 
ed on her hand, whilſt ſhe proceeded. «I 
have been greatly n in finding 
you was not capable of hearkening to me, 
as I was fearful you would loſe the only 
opportunity I ſhould have. Thank the 
Almighty that is not the caſe ! obſerve 
my laſt inſtructions: from your birth you 
had neither parents nor relations to take 


care of you; you was given to a good 


prieſt, and left without one enquiry: your 
innocence was protected by Heaven: it 
touched Father Felix with a ray of mer- 


cy, which was communicated to me, by 


the kindneſs of my dear huſband : you 
have, from that time, been treated with 
every care and attention we could beſtow; 
and, with truth I declare, you have ful 


ly merited what we have done. 
. 66 Mr. f 
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„Mr. Le Merchant and myſelf have 
loved you, as if heaven had given us a 
child; and the only anxiety I now feel, 


is leaving you at ſuch an early period of 


your life ; though I have great comfort in 


thinking you will have the advice and 
ſpiritual guidance of Father Felix, who is 


tenderly intereſted in your welfare. 

* I was in hopes to have ſeen you ſet- 
tled in marriage ; but my Redeemer calls 
me to him: be in readineſs to follow: ſud- 
denly may the hand of death ſeize you: 
truſt not to late preparation for the awful 
change: be conſtant in your religious 
duties, and you will be aſſiſted with grace 


to prevent you from falling: you will 


have need of it: as this world will offer 
many ſtumbling- blocks, you muſt be ever 
vigilant :, your perſon, pleaſing as it is, 


has been your leaſt charm with us: your 


temper won our hearts; your under- 
ſtanding gave us delight; we looked on 


your form as a fair caſket that contained 


moſt valuable jewels, which we had the 
ſatisfaction to poliſh and give luſtre to; 
and propoſed guarding from every dan- 
ger: let not our intent be loſt, though 


We are taken from you. Ihave no doubt 


that you are amply provided for: be care- 


ful how you ſuffer your affections to be 
engaged; conſult Father Eelix on any 


Propoſal 


bed a ſhe; appeared to fleep tolerably ea). 


here is Mr. Mazjrire f He came. 
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propoſal that you think ſerious: he will 
make proper enquiries for you ſuch as 
a woman is unable to do: marry, not, I 
charge you, for ric hes or rank : both are 
fallaciqus; yet be prudent in ypur choice, 
or you will be miſerable: grieve not fpr 
me, but think What a glorious tranſition 
am about to experience!” She lifted up 
her hands and prayed inwardly: rapture 
ſeemed to beam in her eyes, as the ſun 
darts for a moment through a dark cloud: 
ſhe had no doubts, no black accounts 
to ſettle. rue torigd 
looked on her as an angel, and was 
attentive When ſhe had prayed ſhe told 
me, ſhe thought ſhe could have one more 
lumber, and when ſhe awaked, would 
ſpeak. to Mr. Manirire: deſired me to 
lay another pillow for her head, as ſhe 
breathed with difficulty: then gave me 
a tendetgembrace: “ Let me not be diſ- 
.turbed, my deareſt Violante.” I drew 
the curtain, and ſat down cloſe: to the 


or ſome time: I began to flatter myſelf 
wich hapes pf her amendment: in about 
- an; hour ſhei called to me, her ſperch 
»vVidbly altered;3. 5 Violante, - don't leave 
me.“ „Dear Madame; Iwill not move.“ 


\ © She:gave 
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to ſee you, Sir; you are x good young 

man: I have a /* dna regaed for” you:: 
favour me by accepting à trifle : it will 
recall us ſometimes to your memory.“ 
He wopt, but {poke not: ſhe had à re- 
peating watch and diamond ring, Which 
Mr. Le Merchant wore, brought to- her: 
„ keep theſe for my hufband's ſake.” Ob- 
ſer ve, to her attendants, «© I give them 
to this gentleman.  Farewel, Sir: may 
the protection of the Almighty: be ever 
with you?“ - He, on his knees Kifſed r 
hand, and retired. 

- « $he then ſpoke to her women, — 
them all - 4 «remembrance, and of each 
took an affectionate farewell. 

% Now, my dear Violante, take my 
laſt bleſſing: 1am going very faſt. She 


held my Rands in hers, and gave me a 


ſolemn benediQion,” which ſhe concluded 


in theſe words: I have given you 


nothing; for you "will ſoon - ave abut- 
Hane? 

288 Father Velix Raving ſent up word 
| he was in the parlour, ſhe defired him 
to come to her: Her. ſpeech mow failed 


her, fo as. to be ſcarcely intelligible : he 


found the had but a " {dw nuss to 


exiſt, and adminiſtered the laſt duty. 


Giving a deep ſigh, the ſaid, Father, 1 
am ready: then, alter a ſhort ſtruggle, 
. re 


e 


. 4 
* © - „ ft ths [CF | 


_— 


* 


. 


2 


2 


y_ 7 


„ 


7 Agepgo 70. 


. 


reſigned her breath— Thus died one of 
the beſt of women. 

« Thad my e yes Exechon:lier, ths 
breathed her laſt, and held her lifeleſs 
hands faſt locked in mine. Father Fe- 
hx was ſome time ere he ſpoke: he then 
aid, © Violante, remember the laſt com- 
+mands of this bleſſed angel: you cannot 
weſtove her: act as ſhe would have done.: 
retire to your chamber: reflection will 
be of ſervice: I. will call. on you an 
evening. Farewel.” . 

« ] threw myſelf into 2 chair, in Aa 
«ſtate of confuſed horror not to be deſcrib- 
ed: tears came to my relief: I fell on my 
knees, and beſought the comfort of the 
bleſſed ſpirit to reſtore - my peace of 
mind. I acquired fortitude : I had been 
-murmuring at What a wiſe Creator had 
-ordained.; and prayed for forgiveneſs. 
In two hours I gained a vict 


paſſions, nor have I ſince ſuffered them 
to enſlave me. .I felt a quĩet ſorrow, that 
ſunk deep into my heart; but I ſuffereli 


mot any excels of it to appear. 


Mr. Mazirire ſent his reſpects, and 
entreated me to dine below. f- compli- 


ed with his requeſt: he behaved with- 


more reſerve than «uſual, which I confi. 


Adäeretl as à mark of his eſteem.” The 
- hour of dinner one more broke on her 


narrative. They: paſſed the afternoon i in 
paying charitable viſits. 


D 2 + Tha + 


ory over- my | 
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The next morning Violante went on 


with her Hiſtory. 


We talked on the melanchcly events | 


that in a few hours had deprived/us of 
our beloved friends and benefattors. 
„ You, Sir, know not half their virtues: 
I have felt their full force; a poor deſtitute 
'orphan ! they tock pity on me, brought 
me up, and endeavoured to ſtore 


mind with precepts of religion, as well 


as to give me every advantage that edu- 
"cation could bheſtow. i: Fes, bleſſed 
ſpirits! I Will try to Fol your kind 
beneficent wiſhes. 1 wil pleaſe myſelf 
with the idea, that vou ſtill behold me 
with affection. | 

% Oh! Mademoiſelle,” ercldimad Mr. 


Mazirire, you are excellence itſelf, and 


 merited the regard of thoſe bleſſed bei 


vou have been addreſſing! I felt ab al 
ed at his compliments; told him: I ſhould 


de glad to aer to kim next morn- 


uy I then g ve ſome Suede orders 


relative to the intetment, and ſpent the. 


my chamber. 


Evening in. 


« Father Felix ſent 8 was 
abs" to come | that night, from a fall 


Which had ſprained his ancle. I began 
to conſider What would be the proper 
eonduQ for me W partve on this trying 

occaſion, 
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to different charities, and pleaſed mpſelk | 


freſhed : the inſtant I was dreſſed, I haſten- 


| in rich coflins, and Ines fo ſweetly tran - 


: (7 
occaſion. I made no doubt of a ſufficient 


income to live in a genteel manner. Ma- 


dame Le Merchant had told me ſo. f 
I had never heard of any relations, f 


but a nephew, x fiſter's fon, of whom | 


Mr. Le Merchant uſed to exprefs his ab- 
horrence, for making a ſtalking-horſe of 
religion, covering under that maſk, the 
ou ſordid, ayaricious diſpoſition look- 
black at eyery innocent indulgence, 
5 5 gh he would have felt no compunc- 
tion at having added to his ſtore, by de- 
priving an innocent family of their right, 
which, he had attempted to do, but was 
prevented by the interference of his un- 
cle, who had never ſpoken to him after, 
though the mean creature had often ſoli- 
dic? 2 reconciliation. I was, therefore 
certain he had prevented him from re- 
ceiving any benefit by his death. 
« I imagined that he had left largely 


with being able to follow the examples 
I had ſo long enjoyed ; concluding, they 
bad appointed me ouardians till 1 arrived 
at t the age of twenty-one, 

„vent early to bed; aroſe greatly re- 


ed to the room that contained the bodies 
of my dear worthy friends: they were laid 


quil, 
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wk as made me almoſt fancy that they 
SE on me, I kiſſed them,—their cold 
lips told me the truth of their deceaſe. I 

2 tears over them, and vowed to fol- 
low their precepts. 

_ © Having vented the effuſions of my 
ſoul, I was leaving, the room, when,. ſur-. 
priſcd by ae a buſtle on the ſtairs, I 
diſtinguilhed the voice of Mr. Mazirire, 
who ſaid, with a warmth that alarmed 
me, © You ſhall not go up: Mademoi- 
ſelle Violante ſhall be acquainted that 
you are here.“ 

What!“ laid 2 gruff voice, © you 
want to rob me! I ſuppoſe you have ſuf: 
fered no loſs of time, or you would have 
ſent for me, but I have kept a good look- 
out, I can tell you. My heart beat, 


my knees - trembled : I called to aſk Mr. 


Mazirire what was the matter. 

% Mademoiſelle,” anſwered he, here 
is a rude fellow, who ſays, he is a nephew 
to Mr. Le Merchant, and inſiſts on com- 
ing up ſtairs, and ſealing up the rooms; 


but, without your permiſſion, my ſword 


ſhall firſt paſs through. his body : he is 
ſome impoſtor,” 
No,“ faid two of the ſervants, wwe 


know him well: we were with our late 


0 when he appeared in a court of 
| juſtice, 


g _ 
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juſtice, in behalf of a family which hes 
nephew. wanted to A en of a fortune.“ 

Here the gruff outrage-/ 
ous. 10 apa it, 1 1 pap might, if 
he inſiſted on it, walk up ſtairs. 

may date myruin from this: unguard - : 
ed eue he:flew- up in anynſtant, . 

ed by me into the room I had left, 
and ended thekeys. .1afked him for : 
what purpoſe, as I ihould not atrempt to 

lace a ſingle article tilh rhe will was 
read, which had not yet been looked for. 
Here I made a worſe.miſtake'than before: 
he ſmiled with horrid ſatis faction, as I 
have ſince recollected, and ſaid, with a 
\ ſoftened accent, I had done quite right: 
he would only feal up the cabinets, that 
contained the papers and jewels, which 
he would look over after burial. To 
this Iaſſented and gave him the keys: 
he went and ſealed up ſeveral, juſt open · 
ing the drawers. Coming to a cabinet 
of Mr. Le Merchant's he ſaid, he had 
not got che right key, and deſired me to 
go back and look for it. I did, and could 
not find it: as I returned, I found him 
truſting ſomething into his pocket, anck x 
the cabinet open, 

I thought you had not the key, 
Sir!“ [ have fince found i it, and you 
ſhall oratth me ban the cabinet up: I will 

; then. 
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then wiſh you a good morning, and wait 
on you the day after the funeral. My 
dear uncle and aunt, would not 
baave refuſed ſeeing me, but for the baſe- 
neſs of falſe friends. Dear ſouls!” ſaid the 
complete hypocrite, “ how placid they 
look.“ Ie pretended to ſhed tears. I 
turned from him in diſguſt : he then went 
away, and I was highly pleaſed at nie. 
departure. 

Soon after, I went down ms ent 
for Mr. Mazirire: he appeared chagrin- 
ed: I told him hat had ord he in- 
terrupted me.— _ 

+ Good God! what have you W 
I fear the villain has deſtroyed you!” 1 

: ſhook as he ſpoke. | © Forgive me, dear 
lady, for my warmth: it is my appre- 
henlion for you, that made me forget 
my reſpect.— Pray God, my fears may 
prove groundleſfs.” Oh!“ ſaid: I, ho- -, 
weak, how wrong have I ated! I now. 
think the vile wretch has taken away the 

Will, as I obſerved: he thruſt: fomething 
into his pocket: it ruſtled like paper: 1 

could not forbear weeping... Mr. Mazi- 
rire endeavoured to com t me; mak- 
ing uſe of every argument, aſſuring me, 
he would exert himſelf, in every thing 
to ſerve me, and that he {hould think 
it a high honour, if would emplox him. 

Leculd only thank him by a bow. 

« A ſervant 
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« A ſervant brought me a polite card 
from Lord Raymond: he lamented what 
I, poſſeſſed of dach fine feelings, muſt ſuf- 
fer; and hoped he thould be permitted 
ſoon to pay his reſpects in perſon. I 

| ſhewed the card to Mr. Mazirire: —he 
coloured, Why, ſure, thexe is more in 
it than I obſerved: let me read ĩt again.— 
Give my compliments to his Lordſhip: 
in a few day I ſhalf be glad to ſee him. 
The ſervant . the meſſage. 

« Mr, Mazirire, you look unwell; 

fomething i Is the matter: let me ring for 
ſome water.” — No: I am quite well: 
my heart is at preſent torn with ſorrow. 
I ſhall ſoon be compoſed again. —“ Ah 

Sir, muſt I ſhew you how to bear aß. 

flictions ?“ 

PR. Charming Violante! —_—_— 

er than yours. 

Now, Sir, J mult {mile at your aſ- 
ſertion.“ © It is, however, true. Ex- 
plain yourſelf fl cannot comprekend 

what you mean.” I dread to explain 
myſelf - yet I muſt do it, or periſh. 

« Yes, adorable woman! I endure the. 
miſery of loving you—loving you to dif- 

traction. — and find jealouſy fixing its. 
venom in my breaſt ! Day, hear me now 

- nor drive me raving from your pre- 
ſence! I have long borne my miſery con- 
1 „ cCealed, 
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cealed, flattering myſelf that a time would 
arrive, when I might, without appearing 


too preſumptuous, lay my heart at your 
feet: the dreadful circumſtances that have 
happened, will not ſuffer me longer to 


remain in ſuſpenſe. I plainly foreſee a 
rival in Lord Raymond: tell me, then, 
for mercy's ſake, may I hope?” He trem- 


bled, was greatly agitated, caught hold 
of my hand, which I had not power'to- 


withdraw, and bowed his head on it. 


& As ſoon as I could ſpeak, | told him- 


he had aſtoniſhed me : that I was unable- 


to return a proper anſwer—the time he- 
had choſen to mention ſuch a ſubject, was 
ſo improper :—the idea he entertained of 
the common civilities of Lord Raymond: 


ſo inconſiſtent with reaſon, that I was 


fearful his fenfes were indeed affected 


with the ſcenes in which he had been fo 
melancholy an actor. I wich difficulty 
drew my hand from his eager graſp. 


Riſe, Sir, or I ſhall inſtantly withdraw: 
I will hear no more: —if it Will give you 
any ſatisfaction, I do aflure you Lord 
"Raymond will never give a moment's 


thought to Violante.” —He was going 


to reply. I prevented him by prepar- 
ing to leave the room. We found our- 
* "ſelves unable to converſe with any 
degree of compoſure.” After à hore 
5 time, 


— 
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time, I wiſhed him a good morning, 


and-reared/s rey nfs, 

6 Freſh ideas now crowded on my 
imagination: the declaration of Mr. Maz1- 
rire—his hint of Lord Raymond !—1 
conſidered what reaſon he could have for 
that ſuppoſition, but: could find none: 
—then .ruſhed on my. recollection what 
would be the confequence of the viſit of 
Mr. Le. Merchant's nephew, if he had 
been:ſo wicked as to ſeize the will! 

« ].remember that I had once heard 
Mr. Le Merchant tell his, lady, in caſe 
of his death, to look in to that cabinet. 

„ I ſhaok with horror at what I muſt 
ſuffer, again to feel the ſharp tooth of 
poverty, after being ſo long kept in the 


utmoſt eaſe and affluence? Tears guſhed 


from my eyes: I recommended myſelf to > 


the care of Heaven: I became calm and 


religned to my deſtiny. big 
Father Felix called on me ſoorr after. 
I told him all that had happened with Mr. 
Le Merchant's nephew. He lifted up his 
eyes Unhappy girl l. you are ruined $+._ 
L ſhould have cometalt night, tu put you 
on your guard, had not. my fall prevent- 
ect me.. Poor Lady! She feared his wick - 


edneſs, and deſired me to prevent his 


getting ihto the houſe. She lamented 
the abſence of Father Clement, as Mr. 
Le Merchant had con ſulted him about tie 

diſpaſal 


difpofal of ſeveral large ſums in charita- 
ble donations: The poor willbe defraud- 
ed, and you left deſolate. Yet,” addedthe 
"pious man, be not too much afflicted: 
put your dependance on your God: no 
villain can prevent you from receiving a 
glorious reward: fear not to encounter 
difficulties : they will ſoon be done away 
and if you have the blefling of patience, 
they will not appear burthenſome. “ 
ee told the holy Father, that I had 
made up my mind, whatever ſhould be- 
fall me ; and that 1 would endeavour to 
ſhew his kindneſs had not been thrown 
away. On his departure, be ſaid he 
thould not be able to come for ſome days, 
as he was going into the country on par- 
ticular buſineſs, for his ſuperior: as ſoon 
as he came back, he would call on me. 
At parting, he gave me his benediction, 
recommending me to the guidance of the 
- blefſed Trinity. I could not forbear ſned- 
ding tears; and he was deeply affected. 
4471 paſſed the remainder of the day i in 

Preparations for mourning, which was 
as deep as if I had Toit my parents. Mr. 
Mazirire was employed in ſettling the 
books ſo that we ſaw but little of each 
other, and then in the rence; ot of 1 
Vvants. 

755 We went on in this manner foe a 


week, 
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— unmoleſted by the nephew, who 
ent to know when his uncle was 
buried, as he would wait on me 
the next day. I accordingly ſent him 
notice of the funeral. He ſent for anſwer, 
„ it was very well,“ but came not to 
the ceremony, an which I was bighly 
pleaſed. | 

;66 They were nerds, in as ſolemn and 
grand a manner, 2 became the largeneſs 
of their fortunes. Mr. Mazirire was the 
chief mourner, followed by the dome- 
tics of the deceaſed, who lamented over 
their beloved patrons. A proper ſermon 
. was preached on the occaſion, which drew 
tears from many. The mourners return- 
ect home: I previous to their coſſins be- 
ing faſtened up, took a ſad farewel of 
their mortal remains; prayed for their 
ſouls, kiſſin gens. pets. lips turned from 

them —t another look, — then with 
a melanchely heart and reluctant ſteps, 
bid them & final adieu; hurried to my 

chamber, and would not be ſeen” that 
N f 
& Next morning 1 was: wo kth aviſi 
from Mr. Le Merchant's nephew, which 
was to decide my fate. T dere Mr. 


Mazirire to be preſent during the time, | 


which- he promiſed. Notice was ſoon 
e his arrival— I trembled at his 
$89 dub de nnn 
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name.; and deſired he anight be ſewn 

ta me; I told the, ſervant to inform 

Mr. re Fi ſhould | be glad of 

his comp a They came into the room 
e 


together: he had af concealed joy in his 
— rid countenance. , Permit. me to de- 
ſcribe his perſon :—he was about forty : 
years of age ; of a middling ſtature, 
rather inclining to ſtout; his- complexion + 
ſallow as. the juice of walnuts : ahis. hair 
a. ruſty black, buſhy, and half uodrefled;; . 
his eyes gray, deep ſet in his head, .over- - 
hung with broad black eye-brows, "which + 
added to them à gloomy ferociouſneſs; ne- 


ver to be forgotten; his noſe was aquiline - 


his mouth wide ; his teeth ;yelow ; his - 
long large chin ſeemed to promiſe in a few | 
years to» meet his noſe; his: ſhoulders . 
were broad, andſeemed to bend forward; 
his body . which one muſt; had they not 
teen his huge clumſy legs, have thought 
would have —— to the earth. Such was 
is out ward appearance, but it wasa brilli- - 
ant of. the. pureſt Iuſtre, to the heart it 
concealed! He made an attempt at bow- 
ing at his entrance; ſaid he was punctual 


to his appointment, and would accors- - 


pany me. to-look for the will: „no 
doubt, id the hypocrite my uncle 
took. care to have one by him, - though : 
as fortune would have as properly.been - 
mine without; and I have no car 
at. 


» will: the nephew, with a fawning 
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chat was his intention. Oh!“ ſaid he, 


defraud an only nephew! 

6 made no- other anſwer, than that 
Mr. Mazirire : would be ſo obliging as to 
fave me the trouble of: attending him; 


and when they had finiſhed their fearch, 


I ſhould be ready: to receive them. 


% | went out of the room: in about 


two hours, they deſired me to walk in. 
I 'aw by the looks of Mr. Mazirire what 
had been the ſueceſs of looking for the 


affectation of humility, returned thanks 
to Providence, for the kindneſs his uncle 


- had ſhewn him X | | 
I could not forbear faying, that 
I had great-reaſon'to think he was more 


indebted to his: own. management, 
than his uncle's intention, as I was cer- 
tain he never meant that he whom whilſt 


living he abhorred, ſhould receive benefit . 
from his death. He flew into a dreadful 


paſſion ; called me the moſt- ſhocking 
names, and ſwore he would that inſtant 
turn me out of his  houſe.—l was too 


much terrified to reply.— Mr. Mazirire 


took him by the collar, and kicked him 


out of the room. He went away in a 


fury, ſwearing he would immediately 


come back, with his lawyer, and take us 


both 


r 2 


doth up. I could hardly ſupport myſelf, 
when Mr. Mazirire returned ; I perfectly 
gaſped for breath; he ran to me, and 
throwing himſelf on his knees, took hold 
of my hand: Do not let the villain give 
you any alarm: he ſhall not come near 

vou again; how my heart bleeds for you! 
6 will have juſtice done you.” 

* Oh! Sir that is impaſſible; ſorry 
1 am Father Felix is not returned, that 
he might direct me; I will endeavour to 
- do-ſomething to earn my bread; 2 ſmall 


matter will be - ſufficient.” I could not- 


| farbear ſhedding tears; he was in an 
f. Do not talk in ſuch a ſtyle; 
"farely T have application to be able to ac- 
quiĩre what will make you happy, if you: 
will lay me under ſuch an obligation.” 
16 + Forbear, Sir, to mention ſuch a ſub- 
as I fhall think you mean to affront 
— He was going to reply, when a 
loud rap at the door made me ſtart. I 
exclaimed, he is come? The door open- 
ed and Lord Raymond entered; he made 


an apology for his early viſit, faying he 


Was ſo apprehenſive what my gentle 
ſpirits bad ſuffered, that he was unable 
to refrain from paying bis reſpects.” 
told bis Landfhip, I was honoured 
by bis attenſion; aſſured him, that 
onen! ſaould ever lament the — 


Erg g.⸗ re 


i a philoſophy, as 


mond: it muſt be of the moſt On: 
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ble loſs 1 had ſuffered, yet I had been from 
a child taught not to repine at the will of 
heaven; that IL would endeavour to bear 
fe! trials might be my lot, 1 
riſtian fortitude: He a appeared charm 
e called it it. 2 | 
ad finiſhed a fine e | 
Mr. Le Merchant, followed by his lawyer 
and two. officers, appeared. Here, 
emoiſelle, ſaid he, ſammering \ with. 
paſſion, “I have brought thoſe that will, 
teach yon what: you ought to have done; 
ur accomplice ſhall n not to treat 
hys betters with inſolence, and kick the. 
right owner out of his houſe.” - | 
„ Scoundrel!” ſaid Mr. Mazirire, ere 
4 long you ſhall repent your villany. / 
6 Hear gentlemen, what he ſays: 
© What, may I aſk, is the reaſon ok 
this violent outrage,” ſaid Lord Rays, 


nature, to palliate ſuch behaviour.“ 
„Who are you ?” ſaid Le Merchant; 
« what, you are another bully, I ſup- 
poſe ?, but I am now a match for vou. 
My Lord,“ faid Mr, Mazirire, the 
45 ſtory is to be told in a few words.” He 
then acquainted him with what had pas- 
ſed; concluding with expreſſing his for- 
raw that the cowardly nature Le Mer- 
we - Shang 
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Aab prevented him from adding 25 his- 
honour diftated,”! _ 

% Oh! the bloody monſter! lie will⸗ 
aſſaſſinate me!” roared out Le Merchant. 
« geize him, — ſeiae him. The law yer bid 
_ aſſociates lay hold of him. They turn 

to me, demanded what right Thad to 
5 ſe quitting that houſe, as he under- 
ſtood it was the property, of his client.” tr 
told him I had not the ſmalleſt intention 
of diſputing his claim to the houſe, as L. 
was well affured his client had taken care 
3 remove all obſtacles. Be- careful. 

28 Mademoiſelle, what you ſay, or 

all lay your delicate perſon in a- 

plc that- will not be perfectly: to your 

ng, though perhaps better than you- 
deſerve : walk out directly,“ ſaid the 
brutiſh imb of the law, © or 1 ſhall . 
thruſt you out without more ceremony.“ 
T heard him not finiſh his unmanly har 
- angue; life ſeemed to have totally left, 
me; ! fainted, to all appearance dead. 

« Mr. Mazirire broke from the officers. g 
flew at Le Merchant, ſdzing him by the: 


throat; and, had he not been torne away, , 


would, moſt likely, have prevented him 
from reaping any enjoyment from his“ 
baſenefs. He was hurried to priſon, hav- 
ing ſcarce time to intreat his Lordſhip t 


be careful of me. 
P . It 
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It was fo long ere I recovered, as to 

ive them ſome apprehenſions ; his Lord- 
0 ſwearing by every thing facred, he 
would proſecute them for murder ; how-- 
ever, after a conſiderable ſpace, I ſhewed 
ſigns of woolen, Br: and ſoon after 
opened m ater Lord was * 
ing me - ” faid, faintly, | 
read 0 go, "defiring I might A a 
coa 115 Lordſhip ſaid, his was at the 
door, and he would 4— his ſervants to- 


attend me wherever I pleaſed. I bowed* 


—my maid offered to go with me. I 
ſaid I would ſend in the evening, deſir- 
ing her to pack up my clot lies. locked 
round: my lord obſerved. me, and gueſ- 
fing my thoughts, faid, Mr. Mazirire 
was gone on particular buſineſs, une 
would detain him ſome time. 

„Le Merchant and the lawyer grin · 
ned at each other, but ſaid nothiag. 1 
offered to riſe, but could not, without: 
his Lordſhip's aſſiſtance. I took not the 
leaſt notice of any one but my maid, Who 
Lagain informed, ſhould hear-from me- 
that day; nor did any offer to ſpeak to- 
me: the men ſervants ſeemed to pray for 
me, as they attended me to the coach: 
they could do no more; his Lordſhip 
handed me in, then got in himſelf, which 
I thought he would not have dane : m 

W 
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de prevented me from telling him 
af the impropriety ; he aſked me where 
I. Would chooſe to be taken, I replied, 


to. Madame Villeroy's, who had been 


mantua · maker to Madame Le Merchant 
many years, and of whom ſhe had 
A high opinion, —Whilſt we were going 
there, he loaded me with a profuſion of 
_ hae ſpeeches, aud repeated offers of ſer- 
Vice, — in pathetic terms, the 
treatment I had met with; concluding, 

— ſhould think himſelf the moſt favoured 

of 17 80 wy permitted to, they the ſin- 
_ cerity of his friendſhip. I lightly. thapk- 

ed him for his offers; ſaid I Would know 


in a few days what it "would be proper for 


me to do, as I Mane follow whatever 
Father Felix, rapoled to me, in 
daily hopes of his. return. 4ſt 2 

3 © The. . now. topped at Madame 
Villeroy? s Laſked if ſhe was at home, 
and was informed ſhe was; his Lordſhip 
would hand me out; he begged I would 
lean, on his arm, as I went up.Rairs ; this 
I refuſed, nor would I fuffer him to go 
pp with me. I thanked him for the trou- 
ble I had, given, and wiſhed him a good 
morning. He made a low bow, and got 
into his carriage. 


„% Madame Villeroy, Who kad been 


Informed. of my c coming, was waiting for 
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me 
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me at the head of the ſtairs, and Yefired 


me to walk into the drawing: room; the 


appeared ſurpriſed at my pale looks, and 


intreated to Know what was the ſttatter. 


1 told Ber that Mr. Le Merchant R H dted 


without a will; that his ni wrong 
kon poſleſſion 'of every thing; and, in 
p mort, turned me out of the houle. | 


Good God ! what a dreadful ſtory. 
vi you Joes dy ady, What do you intend 
doing? *& Indeed, Madame, I know 


bot, i ſee Tather Felix: "he will di- 
rect me, 55 1 beg your permiſſibn for 


a few nights pl nes here! ?” Shelooket as 


if ſhe would den Why, indeed 
Mademoiſelle, * ud be very glad to 
_ oblige you, if it was in my power: my 

beds are all full: I have many 4 
who fleep in the houſe.” ' Imadef freſti'th- 


treaties; and told Her, if ſhe had? no bed, 


Twould {fit up for that night, 48 L really 


did not know where to go. She muttered 
about giving trouble, but ſaid, as no one 


would take me in, I might day there for 
that nights and 1 mould ſleep with*her 


maid. I gave her many bank, and 


: aſſured her I. would find Ede other jodg- 
the next day. „So you had beſt,“ 5 — | 


her Wo, as ſhe pulled the” doot after 
tre hs 1 -« {Was 


e 


J was now alone; and, had 1 not 
been relieved by a flood of tears, ſhould, 
J verily believe, have gone diſtracted. 
My head ran round; my ins appeared 
as if they were on fire: by degrees | ro- 


gained my reaſon, and was ready to en- 


counter Freſh trials. 
Avas ſuffered to remain a long time 
Fre I ſaw a living creature. At laſt 1 
heard her voice fay ©. Call her.“ The 
. maid came, and deſired me. to walk down:: 
dinner was on the table 1 felt no inclina- 
tion to eat, but was apprehenſive if I did 
not go, the would quarrel with me. 1 
Trept down as well as I was able. 80 
you are come: — l thought you would 
And your a ppetite.” I aflured her I never 
had leſs, but would not refuſe her invitati- 
"Olds. © Tour ſervant, Madam: well, ſit 
down— there is your place. I did as bid 
the dinner was really a good one; and 
he deſired 8 partake of it, as 1 
might not have ſuch a one for a long time. 
I. made her as little reply as poſſihle, ſay- 
ing, 1 would be content with bread and 
water. Aye, and very \ wholeſome food, 
Jet me tell you,” helping herſelf 'to .the 
White of a pullet, anc Wie the leg on 
my (16S “ very good, indeed ; 
me a glaſs of wine. I dare ſay, you rink 


only the pure em, there ĩs deigntfuf 
; | water. <2 
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Water How ſqueamiſh my Romach is, 
give me a cordial.” | 
Thus ſheran onwhilſt ſhe was eating 
Mike a farmer, and drinking like a ſaylur. 
When fie had finiſhed, ſhe ſent for 
| her chief-workwoman, and gave her ſome 
directions: after ſhe was gone, faid the 
would take a nap ; threw herſelf back in 
an elbow chair, and in a ſhort! time 
convinced me ſhe enjoyed a ſound ſleep. 
I now had time to Teflefton.thergrois 
umanner in which ſhe had treated me, and 
diſcerned that lofs of fortune was my.ouly 
crime: 1 was ſorry I had not applied to 
"ſome of the ladies I uſed to be intimate 
with: yet, perhaps they might have beha- 
ved with equal coolneſs, though in a po- 
Ater ſtyle. I was ſhocked at the idea, and 
determined not to go nearttiilem. 
Ihe ſervant came into the room: 


I took the opportunity to. to beg ſhe would 


ſend a porter to Mr. Le Merchant's, to in- 
form my maid Where I was; deſiring ſhe 


would bring all my clothes with her in a 


coach: I put a piece ef ſilver in her hand, 
and deſired ſhe would pay the porter? ſhe 


| — ped a low courteſy; faid ſhe would 


o for one directly. This made metahter. 
1 — Villeroy ſoon after to 
ſtretch herſelf; giving a loud yawn, open- 


<a her eros, and * of fa aeg 
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The Baroness gentleman told them din- 
ner was ready. Lady Beaumont roſe, and 
täking Violante bythe hand, told her, 
lie had been ſo aſfected hy. the narrative, 

:4 not toithivk of dreſſing: If ir would 
not be of injury to our health; Liwould 
beg the continuancelof it after dinner; 
for, my dear child, I ſhall not be reſtored 


to my» ufual tate of mind, till every 


cloud that obſcures: your happineſs is re- 
:moved}. 60 D: orie wont ? 
Las Violante, unable 10 expiroſy.; her gra- 
titude, fellon the eck of Lady Beaumont, 
0 ' whoilkiffed her with a:cmateynal tender- 
- meſs, wiped the eryſtaliidtops: from her 
bright eyes, and leaned on her arm, as 
hey ee to the parlour. ine. . 
Soon after dinner, the Baroneſz hinted 
1 wiſh for Violante to dontinue her 
: Kory, Who immediately up it in 
cheſe mords 3 1 iaunotgg ods not | 
I believe I leſtioff at he awaking of 
Madame Villeroy 257. Jou did,“ ſaid the 
HBaroneſs. She rang the bell, and or- 


dered che fervant 10 bring ber ſome 


„Coffee, as the was obliged to. go. Out on 
buſineſs; when it was brought, ſhe help- 
eil herſelf; then aſked, me ina flight 
-in to take af cup, if I choſe to we 


I thanked her; and, as ſhe had 


given me ſuch a ce leave, poured 
out 


. 


dut one, which was of great ſervice, 
as it relieved me from an intenſe head- 
ach : ſhe went out ſoon after, ſaying it 
was uncertain how long ſhe might be 

gone. | Ws | 
«© To my great ſatisfaction I was, once 
more left alone: it now occurred to me, 
that Mr. Mazirire - would immediately 
come; and I was pleaſing - myſelf with 
the idea of his procuring me a lodging in 
ſome quiet family, where the expence 
would be  trifling, and I ſhould be at 
peace till Father Felix returned; as I had 
determined not toletany one know where 
I ſhopld remove. I had ſcarce made this 
concluſion, when my maid entered, witch 


a bundle under her arm and a band-box 


in her hand: her eyes appeared as if ſhe 
had been crying.—** Well, Laura, have 
you brought my clothes?” © Oh! my: 
dear Lady, I have brought you all they 
would let me have, and been finely abuſed: 
on your account: there was the lawyer 
on one ſide, and Le Merchant on the 
other, wanting me to accuſe you of 
haviog robbed the houſe of jewels and 
plate; and that Mr, Mazirire lad aſſiſted 
you. I told them, they had beſt. take 
care what they ſaid, as I believed, if 


every one was as honeſt as you, or Mr. 


Mazirire either, other gueſs folks would 


E 


— 


have 


6 


have other peoples fortune; that I cared 


not a farthing for their threats, not the 
ſnap of my thumb: I was going to pack 
up your clothes, and when I had done, 
they ſhould give me my rightful wages, 
as ] would not ſtay another hour.“ 
Well,“ faid the lawyer, © you pert 
huſſey, if you dare to take any thing, 
without our permiſſion, I will inſtantly 
ſend you to priſon, you impudent bag- 
gage: you ſhall keep Mr. Mazirire. 
company, and be hanged at the ſame 
time. | % | 
<« 1 interrupted her, to aſk what ſhe 


knew of Mr. Mazirire. Why when 


he ſaw you faint, he attempted to choak 
that villain Le Merchant: 1 am ſorry he 


was prevented : r dear gentleman, 
how * pitied hes, and 1 for 
you ! However, they took him to priſon; 
God knows where! He had ſcarce time to 
intreat Lord -, (what is his name?) 
to take care of you, as they tore him out 
of the houſe.” I was greatly affected at 
what ſhe told me, whilſt the talked on as 
faſt as ſhe could find utterance. 
l was ſtruck all on a heap by their 
threats. Le Merchant faid, he would 


ſtand by me whilſt I packed up your 


clothes; that indeed you ought to have 


none, as they were the property of his 
* . late 


” I 
7 
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late uncle, and now belonged to him: 
they both went up into your room; and 
when I had opened your drawers, would 
only permit me to take out ſome of-your 


linen, two of your worſt gowns,-a few 


of your morning caps, and ſome other 
trifles, which are in theſe parcels, the 
reſt of your clothes they locked up; and 
Le Merchant put they keys into his pock- 


et, ſwearing you ſhould have no more. [ 


once or twice offered to put in a word; 
but they ſnapped ſo, I was fain to be filet | 
and dared hardly mutter. Pleaſe God, 
I will now go back, get my wages, and 
take care of mn my own things, or they will 
ſay, by to-morrow, they are not my | x4 
perty, and never darken the. 


« told her I thought myſelf highly 
obliged for what ſhe had done to ſerve 
me; and withed I was in a ſituation to 
reward her; that I ſincerely hoped ſhe 


would meet with a better place than mine; 
that if ever I ſhould have occaſion for her 


ſervice, I would take her in preference to 
any. She cried at parting, and promiſed 
to find out, if poſſible, where Mr. Mazi- 
rire was confined, and let me know the 
next morning. 
« When ſhe had left me, I fell into a 
reveric on what had befallen me: I 
E 2 thought 


C02 


my parents muſt have been guilty of ſome 
black crime, that drew down the wrath 
of Heaven on their child; and that I had 
communicated it to Mr. Mazirire, on 
his intereſting himſelf in my behalf !— 
Sure I had done nothing to merit ſuch 
ſevere trials! I was almoſt loſt in theſe 
thoughts, when I was rouſed by the re- 
turn of Madame Villeroy, who, with. a 
bounce entered the room, complaining 
of the length ſhe had walked, as ſhe had 
the misfortune to have the coach break 

down. 1 lamented the accident, and 
hoped ſhe felt rio ill conſequence ; recom- 
mending her to loſe a Bittle blood, if 
ſhe felt herſelf bruiſed. | 

© Yes,—yes,—I am bruiſed for cer- 

tain ;—what' of that? Il loſe no blood. 
not I. Why child I want blood: 1am 
halfin a dropſy already : do you want to 
Kill me quite?” 


health was the reaſon 1 mentioned bleed- 


ing, as I did not know of her igdiſpolition.. 


— Well ſay no more: I know what is 
proper.— Here Antonio, bring me ſome, 
balſamic water.” He brought what I ſup- 
poſe was a ſtrong cordial ; "the fwallowed, 

a glaſs full, which hada wonderful effect, 
making her good tem Pore the remain- 
der of the evening. She even fayoured. 

me 


I affured her, my regard for her 
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me with a ſong, with which !] aka 
to be charmed: ſhe laughed at my ſor- 
rowful countenance ; faid, I need 85 
deſpair; that 1 was handſome — 
to gain the heart of ſome rich man, 1 [ 
had but wit enongh to manage him. 
In ſhort, the faid ſo much as to give 
me ſtrong ſuſpicions J had choſen a bad 
woman to apply to, which ſhe had art 
enough to conceal from her virtuous 
employers. 

% I was determined to remain no 
longer with her than that night, let the 
conſequence be ever ſo diftrefiing. When 
bed-time arrived, ſhe ſaid, a You are to 
fleep in that room,” | ſhewing me into 
a cloſe dirty hole, hardly to be called a 
cloſet: © you ſhall lie by yourſelf, as I 
am not recovered from my fall: the 
- maid ſhall fleep with me.“ 

„When ſhe was gone, 1 fell on my 
knees, and prayed for the Divine pro- 
tection ; then threw myſelf on the bed ; 
it was ſome time before I could lay down; 
and when I did, was full of apprehen- 
fions—I had conceived: the utmoſt ab- 
horrence of Madame Villeroy. I lament- 
ed Mr. Mazirire's fate, who on my ac- 
count, was in priſon; then flattered my- 
ſelf I might have the ſatisfaction of ſee⸗ 
ing him i in the morning. 

Nature 


„ 

Nature at length yielded to reſt; 

the inſtant I awoke, I got up, and haſten- 
ed out of the cloſet where I had ſlept. 
Never did I feel a more delightful ſenſati- 
on, than breathing the freſh air in a ſmall 
garden a* the back of the houſe! I was 
walking in it a conſiderable time, before 
Madame Villeroy was viſible. At length 
I heard the muſic of her voice, aſkin 
the maid if I was riſen. I went into the 
room, wiſhing her a good morning, and 
hoped ſhe was quite well. Very poor- 
ly, child, I could get no reſt ; why, ſure- 
ly, you have been rouging! You look 
as handſome as an angel.” I made no 
reply to her fine compliment ; the break- 
faſt was brought in, of which the ate 
a a ſurpriſing quantity, complaining all the 
time of want of appetite. She had not 
_ -finifhed, when there was a loud rap at 
the door; ſhe concluded it was a cuſto- 
mer, ordered the ſervant to ſhew the 
ladies into the drawing-room ; ſhe would 
be with them in an — ieang It was ſome 
time before ſhe returned. 
„ She came, laughing; Oh! Made- 
moiſelle, I have had ſuch a' comical cuſ- 
tomer, Iam in raptures : you would have 
been as much pleaſed as myſelf. - You 
want ſome clothes: have what you like, 
I have taken ſuch a fancy to you, _ 
| | w 
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will let you have them; what a ſweet, 
rogue you are! Yes, yes, —eyes, hair, 


teeth, complexion, ſhape! Why you poſ- 


ſeſs a fortune in your own perſon. 
«© was aſtoniſhed: when the had talk- 
ed herſelf out of breath, I told her that I 
certainly ſhould not think of — | 
any thing; that I had ſufficient, —as 
ſhould, on the return of Father Felix, I 
made no doubt, be ſettled in ſome humble 
Ration, where I ſhould be content, I had 
not a with for finery. T“ 
Hey day! why, I ſuppoſe, you will 
turn nun.— What do you think of look- 
ing through a grate, your eyes turned fo 
heaven,—your hands acroſs your breaſt, 
—and your thoughts at the ſame time 
running on a pretty fellow ?—or of being 
obliged to raſe at midnight, and go to 
chapel,—your teeth chattering with cold, 


—muttering over your prayers, in ſuch 


a way, as a byſtander would find it a dif- 
ficult matter to know whether you prayed 
or was ſwearing at your abbeſs, for forc- 
ing you from your warm bed?” She 
deſcribed a nunnery in ſo ridiculous a 
light, that I could not forbear laughing. 
After ſhe had finiſhed, ſhe again preſſed 
me to order fome clothes, which I per- 
emptortly refuſed ; told her, I would take 
a walk to the convent where Father Felix 
rchded 


( 8 ) 


reſided: he might be returned, and 


would be uneaſy at not ſeeing me; and 
would likewiſe enquire for a lodging, 
having intruded on her goodneſs too 
much. 255 

„ Prithee, ſay no more: I have or- 
dered one of my women to ſleep out, and 
vou ſhall have her room, a moſt excel- 
lent one: why you would not gorunning 
about by yourſelf ? I ſhould hear of ſome 
beaux carrying you off; beſides, did not 


you tell me, you expected your 


maid to call on you this morning? I will 
ſend to Father Felix; if he is come back, 
he will inform you where he chooſes 
to meet you.“ There was ſuch reaſon 
in what ſhe propoſed, that J conſented ; 
and Antonio was diſpatched to- the con- 
vent. | 

I expected my maid every minute, 
and was determined, on her. arrival, ta 
ſend her after a lodging. Dinner-time 


came :—my Maid had not made her ap- 


rance. ky 
Madame Villeroy perceived my cha- 


5 and took pains to remove it, repre- 


ſenting that ſhe was moſt likely taken up 
with endeavouring to learn news of Mr. 
- Mazirire. She helped me to what ſhe 
thought I ſhould like, inſiſted on my 


drinking. 


6 


drinking a glaſs of wine. I was obliged 
to comply, to ſtop her importunities. 

« I now became ſeriouſly uneaſy, 
hearing Father Felix was not expecte< 
for a week. 1 was going after lodgings, 
when I met Madame Villeroy on the 
ſtairs : ſhe ſeemed ſurpriſed when TI in- 
formed her on what account I was going 
out; ſaid, © I thought you had fixed 
not to go till you had ſeen your maid. —if 
I would not honour her, by remaining 


longer at her houſe, ſhe would accom- | 
pany me, after we had taken a cup of 


coffee.” TI knew not how to refuſe : I was 
fearful it would make it too late, if I ſtay- 
ed any longer. She aſſured me, the cot 
fee was ready, and would not detain us 
five minutes; took me by the hand, and 
led me to the drawing-room, which ſhetold 
me was the cooleſt ;- it was ſome time be- 
fore the coffee was brought, though ſhe 
had ſaid it was quite ready. She appear- 


ed to me a long time drinking it; the 


heat ſcalded her mouth. A rap at the 
door made me ſtart; the ſervant announc- 


ed Lord Raymond, who followed him 
into the room. I was diſconcerted by his 
appearance ; it prevented me from going 
out; nor did I chooſe to mention my hav- 
ing ſuch an intention, both to prevent 
him from knowing of my remaval, as 

87 | | ” 2 wer 


- 


3 


well as the offer of his carriage, which! 
was fearful he might inſiſt on. He made 


an apology to Madame Villeroy for his 
intruſion; then addreſſing himſelf to me, 
congratulated me on the recovery of my 
looks, which, he was pleaſed to ſay, were 


more beautiful than ever.— Then, my 


Lord, my looks are very inexpreſſive of 
my feelings. What an envied man will 
he be whom you will honour with your 
heart, which contains ſuch virtues as will 
render him conſtant to your charms !— 
ſuch charms—as unite in no other wo- 
man!“ I made no anſwer to this rhodo- 
 mantade. | 


% Madame Villeroy did it, however, 


for me; ſhe agreed to what he ſaid, tel 
ling him, what pains ſhe had taken tore- 
move my melancholy, though I was not 
polite enough to be ruled by her advice 


nay, that I was going out to take a lodg- 


ing when his Lordſhip came.“ I was 
highly provoked ; told her, I thought 


the acted with great impropriety. I was 
certainly to judge, in the abſence of 


Father Felix, what was moſt prudent for 
me ; her houſe was infinitely too ſplendid 
for my prefent ſtate of fortune; that 


had reaſon to apologize for the incon- 

veniençe I had cauſed in her family. 

She had mentioned, that I was going 
fe | after. 
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after lodgings; I was ſure his Lordſhip 
was too polite to detain me. He appear- 
ed aſtoniſhed at .my declaration ; was 
forry he had called at fo late an hour ; that 
he ſhould conclude I muſt act conſiſtent- 
ly, and therefore would not attempt to 
quit Mademoſclle Villeroy that even- 
ing, he might almoſt ſay night, as the 
ſun was now ſetting.” 2 
Indeed I perceived it was; I knew 
not what to do, whether to ſtay till 
morning, or inſtantly quit the houfe. 


' Whilſt I was in this dilemma, Madame 
Villeroy left the room; his Lordfhip 


caught hold of my hand, and, with a 
warmth that alarmed me, threw himſelf 
at my feet, proteſting, that I had ſuch 
— he would not ſay of his heart, 
but of his ſoul, that he felt the agonies 
of the damned, ſince he had heard my 
angelic voice, and ſeen my beauteous 
face! Should I not give him fome reafon 


to hope, now he had fully explained 


himſelf, he could not anſwer for the con- 
ſequence. Fear inſpired me with art; 


1 dreaded both him and the woman 


whoſe roof I was under, who I verily 
believed, knew of his coming. I had 
taken notice. of ſome fly looks they had 
given each other, they thought unper- 
ceived by me. | 

I told 
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„told him I was honoured by his 

opinion; at preſent the troubles 
I experienced had deranged my mind; 
I was unable to make a proper reply to 
his declaration; I made no doubt of 
doing it in a day or two, in a manner 


that ſhould -- be fatisfatory to his Lord- 


ſhip. He expreſſed raptures for my good- 
neſs, as he called it; addreſſing me in a 
ſtyle of ſo fulſome adoration, I had infi- 
nite difficulty to conceal my diſguſt ; he 
intreated me not to leave Madame Ville- 
roy, of whom he had made enquiries, 
and found ſhe bore the beſt of characters. 
J affured him at preſent I had no ſuch 
thoughts. I was all goodneſs, and, add- 
ed the vile wretch, I am all love!” 

He attempted once or twice to ſnatch 
a kiſs ; I was too watchful to permit it, — 
« Why are you ſo cruel? Venus was 
kind, though not ſo fair.“ 

I grew terrified; I looked at the 

window, determined if he offered any 
outrage, to throw myſelf from it, 

„ Madame Villeroy's return, a little 
calmed my fears; ſhe aſked his Lordſhip 


to ſtay ſupper; he was going to thank her, 
hen 5 prevented him, ſaying, 1 
ſhould be glad that night of going car] 
to reſt; but if he would honour us wit 
his company the next evening, I ſhould 
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be in better ſpirits to entertain him. 
Lord Raymond ſaid he would come if 
alive: that he knew not how to tear 
himſelf from me; but as I deſired it, on 
account of my health, he would wiſh me. 
that repoſe” he ſhould'be unable to feel 
whilſt ſeparated from me; that I mult let 
him firſt acquaint Madame Villeroy I had 
iven up all thoughts of leaving her. 

« I bowed affent to his words, though 
my heart abhorred the fallacy ; nor could 
I perceive any other method to eſcape. 
He would falute me at parting, as à re- 
ward for the pain he was going to ſuf. 
fer. 

« ] felt a relief when he left the houſe, 
equal to thatwhich a criminal feels, when 
under the gallows he receives a pardon. 

Madame Villeroy waited on him to 


the door; they had fome private talk, 


I heard her ſay, Your Lordſhip may 
depend on it.” I cared not what it was, 
as ['refolved to quit her houſe long be- 
fore the next evening, and was v 


compoſed when ſhe” returned up ſtairs. 


I delired her to permit me to retire to 
reſt. You are right, Mademoiſelle,” 
laughing.” © When I was your age, I 
loved to go to bed early, for the plea- 
ſure of dreaming.—You ſhall eat a bit 

er per brit, Tam r goat; ” | 
WAR, 212 | * "Antonio 
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Antonio came and laid the cloth; 

J ate a piece of tart and ſome fruit, and 
again intreated her to let me retire ; ſhe 
attended me to my chamber, which was 
indeed a moſt excellent one, wiſhing me 
x good night. I then conſidered whether 
I ſhould ſtay till the next day; I deter- 
mined to try early in the morning; 1 
_ ht meet with ruffians whilſt it was 
I threw myſelf on the bed, without 
taking off my clothes; as ſoon as it be- 
gan to grow light, I aroſe, put as much 
of my linen in my pockets as I could 
well carry, foftly opened the door, and 
crept down ſtairs. I paſſed Madame Vil- 
| leroy's room,—fancied I heard her ſpeak, 


—heſttated whether to return or proceed; 


finding all was ſtill, I ventured down; 
when I came to the door, found it faſt 
locked; l had ſome difficulty to turn the 
key; when 1 did, it gave ſuch a ſnap as 
might be heard through the houſe, and 
made me apprehenſive I ſhould have been 


Aro rather than walked down the 
ſteps 3- 1. made ſeveral ſhort turnings, 
thinking by that means, in cafe I was pur- 
ſued, to elude their ſearch. After walk- 
ing near an hour, I perceived the door 
| al church; the people were gy 
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hear matins ; I went in and ſtaid the ſers 
vice, not knowing what the name of the 
church was; I found it belonged to ſome 
monaſtic houſe—judge my ſurpriſe, when 
I faw among the religious, Father Felix, 
who was one of the officiating prieſts ! 
The pleaſure I felt at ſeeing him is not to 
be deſcribed. When the ſervice was over, 
I placed myſelf where I ſhould have an 
„ of ſpeaking to him, as he 
paſſed. I ſaid, Father, let me ſpeak to 
you?“ He ſtarted at ſeeing me, bid me 
to a confeſſional chair, and he would 
ollow me. L acquainted him with every 
rticular; deſired to know the reaſon of 

is ſudden return; I had ſent to his con- 
vent yeſterday, and was informed he 
would not be back for a week. He lifted 
up his eyes! ſaid he returned the day be- 
fore; that he immediately ſent to let me 
know he would call next morning; on 
the return of his meſſenger, was aitoniſh- 
ed to hear I had left the houſe, no one 
could inform him where I was gone; the 
ſervants belonging to the late Mr. LeMer- 
chant were dif ed; enquired after 
me at every place where he had an idea I 
could be ; among others, he had been to 
Madame Villeroy's; in reply to his en- 


e day before, only ſtaid a ſhort time, 
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iries, ſhe told him, I had called on her 
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though ſhe intreated me to make her. 
houſe my home; but that I would not 
inform her where I ſlept. I now find, 
my dear child, what was her wicked 
ſcheme. How ought you to be thankful 
to that mercy that has delivered you out 
of her hands! Real purity will never be 
left defenceleſs. I told him of the impri- 
ſonment of Mr. Mazirire, and the occa- 
fion of it. The good man was afflicted, 
and aflured me he would go to the difler- 
ent priſons, and: endeavour to. procure 
his diſcharge. eee heed; 42 
« | aſked him if he could think of a 
place where I might lodge till he could 
fix on a fituation for my future ſup- 
port. Why, Violante, I really do 
not know of one at this moment; yet, 
now I think of'it,—1 heard our porter 
tell a gentleman, he had a chamber to 
jet; his wife is I know a very good kind 
of woman; he is now waiting for meſ- 
fages ; I will peak to him; ſtay till I 
come.” When he came back, the porter 
was with him; he told me, that was the 
perſon whoſe lodgings he had mention- 
ed; that I ſhould go and look at them, 
and, if I approved, might enter them 
immediately, and fend him word. I 
made no doubt they would do, wiſhed 
him a good morning, deſired the porter 
an ein enn ene ene eee e 
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to ſhew me his houſe. - He made a low 
bow, and led the Way. 80 


I was impatient to be in a place of 


ſafety; and, as we walked very faſt, 


were ſoon at the door. It was in a back 


ſtreet ; his wife came; he informed her, 
I was come to look at their lodgings ; 
that I had been recommended by Father 
Felix. The good woman, who ſeemed 
not highly to approve of my looks, de- 


fired me to walk up ſtairs. She ſhewed 


me into a neat room on the firſt floor; 


it was the only chamber ſhe had to let. 


told her it would ſuit extremely well; 
as on enquiry I found the terms were 
moderate. I told my landlady, for ſo 
I muſt call her, that I had been diſap- 


pointed in a lodging, which had been 


taken for me; that 1 was a ſtranger to 
the place, having been ſent for by Fa- 
ther Felix, who had the care of me 


I u was an orphan ; he was going to ſettle 


me: I would take poſſeſſion that in- 
ſtant, if agreeable to her. She ſaid it 
wanted cleaning, but if I could be ſatisſi- 
ed, 1 was welcome to ſtay. I gave her 
many thanks, deſired her huſband to in- 
form Father Felix, that I was at his 
houſe, and wiſhed to fee him as ſoon as 


poſſible : he went back to the con- 


vont. | 
6 ven- 
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*I ventured to beg the good woman 
to procure me ſomething — break my 


faſt, for 1 was very hungry, giving her 


money; ſhe was back preſently, mT 
ing ſome fine fruit, cakes, &c. 

made 'her partake of them. She wiſhed 
me a good morning, telling me, ſhould ! 


want wy thing, _ WEEN tetch it: then 


left me 


+ ['refleted on __ eſcape: my heart 


was' filled with grateful thanks to the 
Almighty for my deliverance, and con- 
ducting me to the church where Father 
Felix'was officiating, by whoſe means I 
was in a place of ſafety. 1went tothe win- 
dow. ' Oppoſite to the houſe was a dead 
wall, which appeared to belong to a large 
houſe that ſtood at ſome diſtance: I 


could perceive the upper part. It was 


evening when my landlord returned: he 


acquaiated me that Father Felix would 


call the next morning, and defired me 


to be careful of myſelf till he came. 


„ had ſeen a young child of my 


landlady's, for which ſhe was making 
ſome linen; I told her, if-the pleaſed, 


I Would help her: ſne ſemed delighted 


at my offer: 1 went to work, from which 

found a relief. I retired early to reſt: 

the bed was OY but clean. I had no 
fooner 


17 8 + 


!! ˙ - 0 Pp 5 wa 


— = "i 


' houſe as Lord Raymond was coming 


( 97 ) 

ſooner laid down than I fell into a moſt 
refreſhing ſleep, which laſted till the 
next morning. I was quite eaſy, ate 
my breakfaſt with an appetite, then took 
up my work; and after fome time had 
the ſatisfaction of beholding Father Fe- 
hx. He enquired how I approved of 

my lodging. I ſaid, extremely well. He 
was happy to.hear it. (Fas. 
He then acquainted me, that he had 
made every enquiry after Mr. Mazirire: 
that he had not been able as yet to find 
where he was, though he was in hopes 
he ſhould before night, as he had em- 
loyed an active fellow to learn news of 
E that he thought, after I had left 
him, he would go to Madame Villeroy's, 
and hear what lies ſhe would invent, de- 
termined not to give any hint he had 
ſeen me: he happened to arrive at her 


out: ſeeing a carriage at the door, he 
ſtopped within a few paces; heard the 
voices of Madame Villeroy and his Lord- 
ſhip, who appeared to be both in a violent 
rage, no doubt at your eſcape: as the 
got into his carriage, I heard him ſay, 
I will find her out! perdition ſeise 
me elſe!' When he was gone, I fleps 
ped up to the door; Madame Villeroy 


was in the paſſage; ſhe could not avoid 


ſpeaking; 
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ſpeaking ; ſhe was evidently i in great con. 
n hen ſhe perceived me. I took 
no notice of it, only making freſh en. 


quiries after you; told her I was ex- 


tremely 8 at not ene RA from 


vou. lo | 

x0 What! — ſhe riot ſont Seform 
you where ſhe is? Very' ſtrange truly! 
— Girls act ſo ridiculous, and are ſo 
headſtrong, they make one tired of en- 
deavouring to ſerve them. 

2 ge ee Madame, what ingrati- 
tude yo have experienced from 
Vialante; 1 — no fuck return; bleſſed 
with a ſweet diſpoſition, which has been 
fortunately cultivated; I am certain it 
is from ſome accident ſhe has not applied 
to me.“ Guilt fluſhed her naturally 
orange. coloured face. I looked ſtedfaſt- 
Iy; We: tried dut Was unable to an- 
en:? 
lee meim, wing alarms you? If you 
knowought of Violante, ſpeak; too fure 

Tee you do; inform me where the is, 
or L. Will. this moment take you before a 
magiſtrate, and force the truth from 
run 15? 

„She ſhook i in fo dreadful a manner, 
and had ſuch diſtortions, 1 was fearful 


ſhe would have fallen into fits: I called 
: her ſervant to her aſliftance : ſhe was not 7 


in 
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in a condition to give reaſonable replies: 
I faid, I would call this afternoon, which 
1 ſhall do, and truſt by that time, to 
have ſuch an account of Mr. Mazirire 
as will enable me to get ſight of him.“ 
« When Father Felix had finiſhed his 
diſcourſe, I returned him my moſt ſin- 
cere thanks, for the trouble he had taken; 


aſked him What he thought I ſhould do; 


I had but a trifle of money, which would 
hſt a very ſhort time, though I lived 
with the utmoſt trugality. ' | 
My dear, child, 1 have been remiſs 
in not informing you, I have money ot 
yours in my hands; when Madame Le 
Merchant took charge of you, I had 
near half the ſum that was given witk 
you une xpended; 1 locked it up, thinks 
ing I would give it you at ſome future 
ue that time is now arrived; I will 
it to-morrow, and in the interim, 
— 5s. what will be the moſt prudent 
ſteps for you to purſue. Farewell May 
the bleſſed Lord be your. protecreſs.” 
„ When .be,was gone, I reſumed my 
work; my landlady procured me ſome 
provi ons. I paſſed a quiet day and tran+ 
quil night, awuſing myſelf at times with 
nurſingithe infant, who grew very fond 


of; wech as did his parcuts, bor my tri- 
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I did not ſee Father Felix till late 
the next evening. I grew very uneaſy, 
when his preſence diſpelled my fears, 
As ſoon as we were alone, he drew from 
under his veſt a purſe. Here, Violante, 
is your money; be careful of it. Hea- 
ven knows what you are to do when it 
is expended!” 1 would fain have taken 
only a part of it; he would take no de- 
nial, and I was obliged to receive it. 
„My child, I went as I informed 
you I ſhould,” at the appointed time, to 
Madame Villeroy's, who the ſervant in- 
formed me, as ſoon as I left her, grew 
better, and in leſs than an hour, ſhe went 
out. Some time after, a porter- brought 
a note, which the man ſhewed to me; 
it was to acquaint her ſervants, ſhe had 
met with a friend, with whom ſhe had 
gone into the country for a few days, 
and deſired they would take great care to 
execute all commiſſions with diſpatch. 
Thus ſhe prevented me from ſeeing her. 
I now went in queſt of Mr. Mazi- 
rire, who, I had learned, was in the com- 
mon priſon. - On my arrival at the gate, 
I demanded to ſpeak with the gaoler; in- 
formed him I wanted to ſee a priſoner he 
had charge of, whoſe name was Mazirire. 
„ Oh! the young man charged with at- 
tempting to commit murder. mm 1 
e | - - have 
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have him faſt enough, I warrant ; I put 
him on a pair of bracelets will make him 
2 long while eating a good dinner,— 
though that is a trouble I avoid giving 
him. The bloody rogue would fain 
have paſſed for a fine gentleman ; yet 
when I ** his _ „ he had 
ſcarce any thing worth taking—taki 
care of, — I gave what trifle there 
was to one of my fellows.” Let me 
ſee the gentleman inſtantly.” He heſitat- 
ed. © I ſhall acquaint the Duke of Mo- 
dena; he is his patron.” The 
changing the tone of his veice, affured 
me he had no idea that the unfortunate 
young gentleman, as he was now con- 
vinced he was, had ſuch a friend, or he 
would never have permitted him to be 
ironed, much leſs have had thrown him 
into the dungeon. © Wretch ! how dare 
you puniſh before the law has pronounc- 
ed ſentence ?—I will complain of you to 
the Duke; you ſhall feel What it is to 
change conditions with thoſe you tyran- 
nize over.“ The fellow was nowas abjec̃t 
as before he had been inſolent, beſeech- 
ng me not to complain of him, proteſting 
Mr. Mazirire had been repreſented to 
him in the moſt atrocious light; he would 
in future be exceedingly careful how he 
treated his priſoners ; that he would fetch 
bo 8 Mr. 


(0260 
Mr. Mazirire inſtantly, intreating me not 
to inſiſt on going to him, as the ſtench 
_ would affect me. 
„I told the gaoler to be as quick as 
fible. It was near an hour ere he re- 
turned with his priſoner. 
1 Merciful God! what an alteration in 
Bis, From having the glow of 
health, he had now a fallow. complexion 
and emaciated body ; his eyes, deep ſunk 
in his head retained: none of their ornier 


| brilliancy: his irons had. been juſt taken 
off; his ancles ſo bruiſed with de weight 


of them, he was unable to walk without 
ſupport. Ihaſſened to him Heaven 
Alave you, my ſon.“ He lifted up his eyes, 
Bae a (deep ſigh, and fainted, Patience 
ok my breaſt. I ravedat the wretch- 

es kw had brought him to that Nate, and 
vowed. by every thing woſt holy, that 
| ould he die, I would uſe every means 
to bring them to condign puniſhment. 
The moſt powerful reſtoratives were pow- 
ered down his throat; his dinched. teeth 
were with difficulty enge he was per- 


- ceived to breathe, and by degrees recove- 
red the uſe of his ſpeech. . [Lhe firſt. ſen- 


tence he uttered w As,” to aſk how you did. 
I told him well. Ihen you have PE 
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in riſing; he was on the floor: never ſhall I 


feel again ſuch a ſenſation, as when a _r 
ſlipped from his ancle : he had been fetter- 
ed in irons too ſmall : they had hurt the 
bone; and, in knocking them off; they 
could not avoid giving ſome ſevere blows, 
which brought- on an.effufion of blood: 
hey: had tied it up before they let me ſee 

che bandage having got off, the 
Mood flowed in ſuch quantities, I conclu- 
ded he muſt inevitably ſink from the loſs 
of it. A ſurgeon ſoon came, and dreſſ- 
ed his wounds, which, he was fearful, 
might mortify, "though the youth of his 
patient was greatly in his favour ; the. 
ſurgeon ordered him to have plenty of 
the moſt nutritious diet. 

« ] affured Mr. Mazirire I would i im- 
mediately 148 for his releaſe, and made. 
no doubt of procuring it, intreating him 
to be careful of his beth He ſtill ſeem- 
ed fearful for you. . I bid him be quite, 
eaſy, as by the habit 1 wore, he. might 
depend on it, you was under my protec- 
tion. Then addrefling myſelf to , the 
gaoler, told hini to hope for my forgive- 
neſs by the alteration I ſhould find in Mr.. 
Mazirire. He promiſed his care and ten- 
derneſs ſhould anſwer my utmoſt wiſh ; 
that he ſhould have a chamber to bim. 
ſelf, and as. much ere as the priſon 
could afford. 

19 * Mr, 
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expreſſive thanks: the words he attempt- 
eld to articulate faultered. I took my 
leave. As returned, I called at Le Mer- 
chant' s: he was at home. 1 addreſſed 
him in theſe words: On what pre- 
tence do you keep in priſon a gentleman? 
You treated: a virtuqus and moſt delicate 
woman, whom he had the higheſt re- 
gard for, with the utmoſt brutahty. As 
2a man of honour, he reſented. hy uſage 
and 'in a momentary rage ſtruck you a 


otherwiſe.” *< A blow,” he replied; 
I don't know what you. call a crime, 
if that is not one: ,hat, you would 
Have him at liberty to murder me? 
8 Forbear rude man, to utter ſuch 
untruths: give me an order for his diſ- 
.ch or I will apply to thoſe who 
wi Will Lake ſuch meaſures as will ſet your 
condu@ 1 in its proper light“ 


was ſtartled at my Words, and aſked me 
what ſecurity 1 could give of his being 
nunmoleſted, ſhould. he be prevailed on 
to give the fellow his freedom. What 
ſecurity ?”” I anſwered, © the ſtrongeſt: 
vou ſhall have the faith of a Chriſtian.” 


e of it, your * hall have his 


« Mr. Mazirire's eyes uttered the moſt 


blow: —baſe muſt he be who had acted 


« then roſe up to leave © him: he 


e Well, I will ſee my lawyer: if he ap- 
diſcharge. 
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diſcharge. © I know he is gone to ſpend 
the day ſome miles off, and it will be 


late before he returns. If you will call 
on me, at this time to-morrow, he ſhall 
meet you, and go to the priſon; and, if 
Mazirire gives his word of good behavi- 
our, you may take him from his confine- 
ment.“ I bid him be careful not to diſap- 
point me. 1 


« Holy Father!“ Lexclaimed, „I win 


to heaven it was in my power to ſecond 
your benevolent actions! Let me aſſiſt 
them as far as 1 am able. Carry this purſe 
to Mr. Mazirire: he has been plundered 
of what money he had: Le Merchant 
will de mean enough not to diſcharge 
the demands of the gaoler: there can 
be no doubt but avarice reſides in the 
breaſt of ſo cruel a monſter,” 
My child,” faid the 

« you reaſon wiſely : unuſed to the 
world I had no idea that money could 


be neceſſary for regaining his liberty.“ 
. I was unable to prevail on him to take 


more than ſive pieces of gold. I felt glad, 
when hg aroſe to depart. I was inexpreſ- 
ſibly anxious for the releaſe of Mr. Ma- 
Lire... | E 
Early next 
note from Father Felix, acquainting 2 


— 


that Mr. Mazirire was diſcharged; tha 
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ext morning 1 received 4 
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he was ſo unwell, as to be confined to 


of him; that he could not call on me 


that day, but would the next. 
* My thoughts were now employed 


in contemplating the ſufferings of Mr. 
Masirire. 


* Tbelieve you, Violante,” ſaid Lady 


Beaumont. A bluſh far more beautiful, 
though deep as crimſon, covered her 
face and neck. Come, come,” ſaid 
the Baroneſs, © purſe your narra- 
tive: the ſweetneſs of your diſpoſition 
muſt neceſfarily have made you truly 
wretched for fo worthy a man. 
"Violante having recovered herſelf, 
eeded in her di courſe— . 
e hardly ſhut my eyes the whole 
Ad ht, and aroſe as ſoon, as it was light. 
| ad finiſhed a flight dinner before 


Father Felix came; he perceived the 
agitation 1 was in; and 


yk, acquainted me Mr. Mazirire was 


07a WA yz way. of doing well; that his 


fever n to intermit; his wounds 
healed apace, and there was no doubt 


| of his ſoon recovering his Health. I a 


quired the particulars of regainin 
liberty. I went,“ faid Father. 7 Ning elix, 
* to Le Merchant's, where the lawyer 
e La . * his cent 
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mis bed; he had taken. all poſſible care. 


knowing, the 
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what Thad determined to do, and no doubt 
fearing to appear in his true character, 
which I have diſcovered to be the moſt 
infamous, he agreed to the diſcharge, on 
Mr. Mazirire's word of honour” not to 
moleſt either Le Merchant or himſelf. 
This I promiſed, on his part, fhould 
be farthfully performed: ' we went to tlie 
prifon : he gave the gaoler à proper in- 
demniſication. I was ſhewed to a decent 
room. Mr. Mazirire was laying on 2 
couch: he looked not fo paltid as the 
preceeding day, which T ſoon fuund was 
owing to a fever, Wr I ago- 
ay of his wounds. 1 gave him joy "of 


his liberty, arid told him, if he thought 


it might be done withouthazard, I would 
remove him immediatety: he was for 
oing that inftant : I would, however, 
e the ſurgeon, aud accordingly ſent for 
him: on his arrival, I ſald, with his 


permiſſion, 1 Was "fo remove his 


patient. He defired firft ito "ſee his 
wounds: they a d greatly In- 


flamed. 


« Mr. Mazirire was ſo earneſt, Ys 
the ſur eon thought it moſt adviſeable 
to indulge his 80 d I paid the gaoler 
his 3 which was exbrbitant; 
told him 1 hoped he would be careful in 
future of * his duty like a Chriſ 

tian ; 


( 102.) 


tian; then ordered a chair to carry Mr. 
Mazirire to a lodging. I enquired of 
the ſurgeon if he could inform me of one: 
he ſaid no; but that he would accomo- 
date him himſelf for a few days at his 
own houſe, as he felt greatly intereſt- 
ed in his favour; was ſure his wife 
would be very tender of him. I thank- 


ed lum for his offer, which I communi- 


cated to Mr. Mazirire, who faintly ſaid, 
he was unable to expreſs his feelings 


for the kindneſs we beſtowed on him: 


at {ome future period, he might - poſſibly 


have it in his power to ſhew his gratitude 
in a different manner: he was now truly 
a bankrupt, in deeds as well as words. 


The chair being by this time ready, he 


Was lifted in. I followed. Mr. Allegar 
had gone firſt to inform his lady. When 
we arrived at his houſe, he Was waitin 
to receive us. Mr.  Mazirirg Was lified 
out, and by his direction, immediately 
ut to bed; he then gave him a cooling 
draught, and begged he would keep 
perfectly quiet : I left him to his repole. 
He deſired me to give his reſpectful com- 
pliments to you, Which I promiſed; 
wiſhed him a good night, and returned 


to my con vent. r 4,24 
„ Molante, I have now acquainted 
you with every circumſtance, your 
- : : mind 


— 


n nass as aS + 


d e ann 
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mind will be at peace: have ſure hope, 
= will never be deferted by a gracious: 
vidence. Farewel, my good child, 


Imuſt depart, nor ſhall I be able to ſee 


you for ſome days. Take care, go not 
out.— Should any thing happen that you 


mould want me, ſend word by your 
landlord.“ 


After he was gone, I felt 2 fatisfac- 
tion I am unable to expreſs: my heart 


felt delivered of every care. I nurſed 


my little babe, as I called my landlady's 


child. The good folks were delighted 
dt my attention to their boy, who was: 
_ Equally fond of me as his own mother; 
and they did every thing that was in 
their power to oblige me. For ſome _ 


days I enjoyed a calm truly delightful :- 
my health was reſtored, and my reſt 


uninterrupted. 


I ſcarce ever went to the window, 
fearful of ſeeing any one who might 


know me; and by that means inform 
Lord Raymond where I was. 
My happineſs was to prove but of 


aſhort duration; as the tranſient beams 
of the ſun, when it breaks through the 


map of a winter's: fKy, only makes us 
e 


el his abſence with redoubled reluc- 


tance. I had not ſeen Father Felix for a 


week, though I often heard of him from 
. | e 


\ 


n 

Torre, my landlord, who, one evening, 
| 9 me, I ſhould fee him the next 
"Ny SR | 

* I revolved in my thoughts my 
future plan of life, determining, by em- 
ployment, to ſupport myſelf. M. 
though uſed with ſtrict œconomy, daily 
diminiſhed ; I hoped it would be. ſut- 


cent till 1 was ſettled; with this com- 
fortable idea I went to reſt, and ſoon fell 


into a deep fleep, from which I was at 
midnight awaked by the cry of“ Fire, 
fire, you will be burnt!” Iftarted from my 
bed, and was opening my door, when 
I perceived the flames on the  owilide of 
it; almoſt ſuffocated with ſmoke, I haſ- 
tily drew back; throwing on a. looſe 
gown, I-rufhed to the window, and was 


going to throw myſelf out, when I was 


called to ſtop: there was a ladder coming. 
Hardly ſenſible, I pereciyed, one was 
raiſing : ere it was fixed, the ſmoke had 
nearly deprived me of life: had I not 
been lifted, out in one minute more 1 had 
Fallen with the floor amidft. the flames. 
Ihe . firſt thing I remember. was, 
finding myſelf laid on a bed, in a ſpacious 
room; 4, perſon-1o appearance a phyſici- 


an, was, holding my hand: ſome female 
_ attendants were ſtanding near. As ſoon 


2 could ſpeak, I aſked where 1 was: 


the 
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give tie pen and paper: it was brought: 


ſend inſtantly. I took ſame refreſhments, 


yy * * y_ Wwe © 


who ſhould ei 
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the gentleman informed me, in the 
houſe of a perſon of rank, who had 
given orders to have the utmoſt ere 
taken of me. Where is Torre, . his 
wife, and child P? He ſhook his head: 
« do not, lady, diſtreſs yourſelf: you 
mall be informed ſhortly.” 9 

« trembled with horror: I was ſure 
they could not eſcape the fire: à flood 
of tears relieved me: I fell into a kind 
of heavy flumber, which. 1 ſince learned 
Was owing to a ftrong oppiate. Whilſt 
I lay in this late, I often ſtarted, and 
was under great diſquietude, as the 
effects of it began to loſe their force. I 
regained by degrees my underſtanding: 
1 defired one of the attendant... would 


1 wrote Father Felix what had befallen 
me, intteating him to come immediately. 
The ſervant {aid ſhe would give proper 
information where I was, and would 


and intreated to be informed who it was 
I'was ſo higly obliged to: T obſerved they 
did not give me à direct anſwer: the 
whiſpered each other. I felt "aribeh, 
and repeated my, queſtion. The & N 
opened, —when, heaven and earth! 
ter but Lord Raymond! 
F Violante,“ 


* 
- 


+ * 


„„ 


« Violante,” ſaid he, approaching the 
bed, you are in my houſe: I ſaved 
ou from the flames : returning home 


aſt night, I heard the cry of fire :'I ran 


to the ſpot, and perceived you: you was 


going to throw yourſelf out: I called to 
you: I haſted up the ladder : I brought 
you down, at the hazard of my life, 
and truſt you will not prove ungrateful : 


be aflured you have nothing to appre- 
| 


hend: I will offer you no injury: look 
not on me with terror: it is true, I am 
the fondeſt of lovers, yet actuated by 
1 r 
If, my Lord, honour rules your 
actions, now is the time, when it will 


ine in its brighteſt luſtre. I have wrote 
t Father Felix: he will thank you for 
the aſſiſtance you have fo nobly afforded 
me: as to myſelf, far from proving un- 
teful, I ſhall, to the lateſt hour of my 
Fite, think of you with eſteem : every 
ill opinion will vaniſh, and Iſhall daily pray 


for your happineſs.” 


le bowed, .as 1 hoped, aſſent ; 


told me he would not trouble me longer 
aith his company, begged me to be eaſy, 


Juſt touching my band with his lips, 
| ro profound bow, and left the room. 
Ixeally thought he actod from principle; 
hat Father Felix would ſoon | arrive 


* 
5 0 
- - 


* 


and 


/ * 
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and remove me, where I cared not, 
if he approved of the people. I recollect- 
ed I was deſtitute of money and clothes, 
and my poor pittance was totally deſtroy- 
ed,—Hope preſented herſelf to my eyes, 
and the garment of charity offered aflift-- 
ance: Father Felix was director of. the 
conſciences of many perſons of rank : 
fome one would at leaſt give a preſent 
ſupply. Perhaps I might prove uſeful” as 
an upper domeſtic to attend their” ladies 
or children: with what attention would 
execute their commands For ſome- 
hours, theſe flattering; ideas amuſed my 
anxious heart. 

« A ſervant brought me word Father 
Felix was confined to his bed by a fever, 
and was delirious : I gave no credit to the 

meſſage, but was prudent enough not to 
betray my thoughts I only ſaid, I Was 
extremely forry, and deſired the N a 
to call me a chair. 
Lord Raymond entered che om. 
I repeated my requeſt.—“ Where, Made- 
moiſelle, would you chooſe to be taken?” 
* That, my Lord, I muſt intreat 2 2 
will not aſk.” . 
„, This,“ ſaid” be; I foppole you f 
mean as a ſpecimen of your gratitudei.“ 

« Tmeanit, my Lord, as atelt of your | 

9 of honour.” ; 1717 549 | 
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be eee this my nde. 


1 


" afe; they were the firſt that gave the 


108 
ye Why, truly, Mademoiſelle, if my 
honour is only equal to your ion of it, 
a ſmall quantity is needful: however, I 
will be quite candid, and inform You, 


no fervant dare get you a chair, or permit 
you to depart from this houſe: they are 


: not to beflattered; and, Ihumbl preſume, 


you have no great ſources bribery : 
whatever they can do to ſerve: you,. with- 


out diſobeying my orders, they will; 


vou will excuſe more. 


At the concluſion of. this infolent 
fpeech, he offered to take my hand, 


Which I drew back, hiding my tears as 


well as I was able; and aſked him what 


II propoſe Violante, i in time to gain 

your! love: you th I nd me the m 

faithful and Fe Aionate of men.” 
„ Very ſine, my Lord: well, time 


may de much : at preſent, the horror of 
What has put me in your power, prevents 
me from thinking on aught elſe. 


- horrid- diffolution 19 0 | 
For once, he replied, 6 L am re 
to pleaſe you: 1 have made Pas ges 


„ Poor Torre, his 2 his babe ! 
1>-their's. was 2: eee, * 


after them, and am informed they a 


alarm ; 


— 


(19) 
alarm: they could not come 6.40 your 
room, as the ſtairs were on 
fuel kept in a cloſet under Rain it is. 
ſuppoſed a ſpark fell from a candle, and, 
after fnochering ſome time, burſt out 
with irreſiſtible violence... GO 
I was relieved by this intelli j 
and ſtill more, when I was informed 
he had ſent them 'a handſome donation. 
I gave him a look that expreſſed 
my ſatisfaction. Joy ſparkled in his 
eyes: he then informed me he had 
ordered a proper aſſort ment of clothes, 
which, as he knew the delicacy of my 
ſentiments; he would not offer as a;pre- - 
ſent : at a proper time, he would let me 
know. to what they amounted. There 
was ſomething ſo, conſiderate: in this, 


that I could not but approves, I return- 


ed him my acknowledgments: indeed 
it was impoſible to ſtir, till I had pro- 
cured ſome decent raiment. He, laid, £4 
they were ready: when it was —_— 
he Mo do himſelf the honour of 
tending me: then ringing the bell, told 
the ſervant to bring in the OY 5 
retired. 
When I beheld what * Ar- 
ticles he had purchaſed, I trembled with 
- freſh apprehenſions. I will not dwell on 
ſuch a ſubject: ſuflice it, every thing was 
profuſe: nothing omitted to ornament or 
improve 


R- 


- 


o 
* 


* 
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improve the perſom I was aſked by the 
maid, if I would riſe and try how they 
fitted mè: with her affiſtance; I put on 


the plaineſt dreſs: I was faint: ſhe deſi- 


* 


* 


— 


F 
* 
— 


red me to take a cup of coffee: I did, 
and found it of benefit. I deſired her to 


leave me: then throwing myſelf into an 
elbow chair, began to meditate how to- 
effect my eſcape: the room I was in, 
looked into a court, round which were 


- apartments of the domeſtics: the- win- 


* 
£ 


dows were hkewiſe ſtrongly ſecured. I 
perceived it would be impracticable to at- 


tempt my deliverence that way. Every 


time the ſervant left the room, the lock- 


ec .d the door, which, I obſerved, opened 
into a large apartment. I fancied it 
looked into the ſtreet, as I plainly heard 
the noiſe of carriages when it was unlock 
ed for the admiſiton' of the air, which 1 
- complained greatly to want. I defired 
the girl would leave it open. She 
made a courteſy, and faſtened it as 
ed i: timed, Gnaot ate 
„ Thad every thing to dread'; there- 
fore determined to uſe every method 
prudence could ſuggeſt to avoid deſtruc- 
tion. If nought could avail, I was reſbl- 
ved to loſe my exiſtence, rather than 
ſubmit to his vile purpoſes. Filled with 
theſe melancholy reflections, my heart 


aAlmoſt 
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e almoſt ceaſed to vibrate; nor did I per- 
y ceive a ftorm gathering, till a loud clap 
n of thunder broke nearly over the houſe, 

A followed by a deluge of hail and rain: 


7 the hailſtones were ſo large, as to ſhatter 
0 the windows in the front of the houſe, 
* and greatly damaged the roof, as the wet 
0 coming through the ceilings demonſtra- 
* Nen 2 FER Gm 
* « The ſervants were in confuſion, 
Mk running through the different rooms, 
L which had received injury: mine not 
Ig being of that deſcription, they did not 
y enter: after ſome time I heard the voice 
* of his Lordſhip, giving orders for the 
d neceſſary repairs, which he ſaid he would 
it have inſtantly ſet about. I heard him in 
d a low voice, aſk the girl that attended me, 


K if I was dreſſed: ſhe told him, © yes,” — ' 
I “That is well.“ Something elſe he fad 
d I could not underſtand. She replied, I 
ie will be cautious, huſh, huſh.” He open- 
ab ed the door: after hoping I had not 
been alarmed by the ſtorm, he paid me a 


. profuſion of compliments on the recovery 
id of my looks, ſwore, though I was ever 
*. beautiful, I now was too radient to gaze 
1. on; with many more fulſome, ridiculous 


in expreſſions. I told him, when he had 
th. ran through his eloquent harrangue, the - 
rt ſtorm had done him more injury than he 
a 
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« What is it you mean, Molaste 0 
„% My Lord, I apprehend your intel. 

lects are deranged, or it is impoſſible you 
could have uttered ſuch nonſeuſe.” 
Tou are perfectly right: my intel. 
lects are indeed affected, not with thun. 
| der,—but love. Ves, moſt divine crea- 
| ture, Lam expiring, by the tortures your 
tt cruelty obliges me to undergo. Suffer me 
| to utter my complaints.” 
| 


SF. 70 no phyſician, my Lord, and 
e ſtand nothing of complaints. 
3 ae provoking charmer,” 
taking me by the hand, "which I tried in 
7 vain to ſnatch away, „ will make 1 
an complaints.“ 
ard, wa you | follow 


w my pre: 


13 FT, won t prom 23 "Jet me hear them. y 
+ Firſts my Lord, be, pleaſed to re. 
. „you this morning made great 
.profe ons, of honour: What meaning 

| your Lond is. gives. 40 that word, L act 
At a as 88. 1 have ever thought 
the ee honour would be inca- 
pable of, doing a bad action: take care, 
m Lord, that your's is not /a//e honour, 
which is too apt to uſurp the place of 

| = honour, and ſhew itſelf, by urging 
men to'diſtroy each other, or tempting 
them to crimes true honour would ſhud- 


der at,” 


Enough, 


6113) 


- « Enough, enough, Violante : T will 
hear you when Iam oing to turn friar: 
at 8 that ĩs not the & caſe: upon my 


ſoul, your preaching his made the quite 
ſtupid: I am going to open the evening 
with a large party, and muſt drink. a 15 
bottle of claret ere I recover my fpirits. 
I ſhall hope to have your company to- 


morrow at breakfaſt, and will then in- 
form you, what I am determined ſhall be 


your fate.—Farewel, my dear, preach. 
ing, freezing Venus; Nob by J . 55 
T will thaw you into love. | 


force took a kiſs; had my Gas, 
ſon, he ſhould have felt ache r power: .. 
tore from his arms, and execrated 1 
actions. He was fearful of provoking 
me further; beſought me to be eaſy; 


talked again of his Bur 5 then wiſhed 
me a good night. 

Soon after the ſervant brougbt &iþ- 
per: I took a bit of cake and ſome grapes, 


and afterwards drank a glaſs ef wa- 

ter e: the would fain have had me take A 

br of wine: I was fearful, and refuſed. 
hen I had finiſhed, I debred her to 
leave me, as I ſhould not want. her 

again. | 

„I have orders, Madame, * to 


* your room before morning.” meh 


„What is it you mean!“ 
66 My | 
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-- © My maſter, Madame, is appreben, 
five you may be unwell in the night.” 
„What, are you to fleep with me?” 
« With your permiſſion, Madame; 
etherwile I ſhall fit up.” 5 
„ Unable to refuſe, I conſented to her 
Nleeping with me: indeed I looked! on 
it as a good omen, and concluded I was 
that night ſafe.—Prior to my going to 
bed, I was careful to ſee the door faſt 
locked: ſhe took the key, put it into 
her pocket, and ſecured it under her 
head. I ſoon perceived ſhe was aſleep. 
Could I get at the key, without wak- 
ing her, what would be the conſequence, 
"ould I not ſucceed?” How unlikely was 
it 1 ſhould be able to open the ſtreet 
door! I made no doubt he had given 
Arict orders to take care of it. | 
Tired nature after ſome hours yielded 
to balmy ſleep : happy ſtate of infenſibili- 
ty! and aided by fancy, it maketh the 
_*mdigent rich, and the wretched happy 
I awoke not tilt near fever o'clock, as 
"my companion informed me :. ſhe aſked 
me if I had not heard a noiſe from the 
 workmen's raiſing a ladder, to mend the 
= J have heard nothing: let us 
mn z I» | : 4 ' 
01, wilt bring your breakfaſt, Ma 


&« May 
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„ May I not walk into the next room, 
to ſee what damage the ſtorm has done!“ 


« Twill indulge you, Madame, if you Ny 


promiſe not to ſtay.” 

I aſſured her I would not: the glaſs 
was ſhattered into a thouſand pieces, and 
the floor ſtrewed with the fragments, 
which I ſcarce looked at; my thoughts 


being occupied by obſerving the ladder 


againſt one of the windows. I aſked the 
maid if that was what the heard. Yes, 
indeed. Come Madame, you promiſed 


to return directly.“ I had barely time 


to ſee the houſe had a large court before 


again locked, and T left. K. % 
A thought occurred, that, by means 


of the ladder, I might free myſelf once 


more, could I gain a reſpite for a, few 
hours: I hoped to effect both purpoſes. 
It was noon before Lord Raymond 
made his appearance. His countenance 


plainly indicated the exceſſes of the pre- 
ceeding evening, or rather morning, as 


he informed me he did not come Rome 
till four o'clock, acquainting me he had 
ordered his porter not to ſtir from the 
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turb me. 


kleavens! what a fituation ſhould 


| : 


I have brought myſelf into, had I Ven. 
rr 
- $6439 4 


| 


oo 


it, ſecured by iron rails. My door was 


door, fearing he might otherwiſe dif- 


„am 


ö 
; 
| 
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. 
am bow, beauteous Viotante, come 
to wait on you, and truſt you haye too 
much tenderneſs *to force me to any act 
of violence, which, if you perſiſt in giv. 
ing me no hopes, you will urge me to.” 
Let me not ik. von capable of 
ſuch 1 7 rather, my Lord, let me 
_ think yo incap able of tuch villainy. 
You do not ert in your face aught of 
uch 2 atcadfal purpoſe. Why thould 
you wiſh to degrade one, who has felt 
are as the proportion of human ills? 
Ane the in war bee of irmocedce, 
the gay. mriches I can call my own, 
ry th would voi exchange for a.dia- 
122 lem. . | 
2 „Romantic girl! vou entertain ſuch 
ridiculous notions as make you fit yy 
for 71 0 of antiquated virginity 
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be Ves, du m char mer, you mall kao 
the bleſſings ” that await you: give t 
Paper a candid: peruſal: in the evening 


* ſhall inform me of your final deter: 
| Fu tiny mination; 
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mination; a curſed engagement with 


ſome of my cbuntrymen, who leave this 


place to-morrow, prevents me the hos 
nour off dining? with! you” v1 will break 
from them as ſoon 4s poſſle! “? 
After many ripturons ſpeeches, to 
which 1 made [tight anſwers; he went 
to dreſs,” leaving me the paper: it con- 
tzined promiſes of jewels, and/a ſertle- 
ment of fix hundred pounds a year, if I 
would live with him: that 1 ſhould: be 
treated in every reſpect as a perſon of 


rank ; and (the ceremony e be to 


him che deareſt of wives. 

After 1 had read his ſine propoſals, I 
ſmiled with indignation at the poorneſs 
of the bait. How foolifhy as well as 
vicious, muſt the mind of a woman be 
that pays che leaſt attention to a man 
whoſe avowed purpoſe is to make her 
contemptible! However, 1-would/ not 


enrage him, and, in my anſwer, begged 


for à few days 40 conſider his generous 
offer; in the mean time, I beſought him 
to Bekave to EO OO tur amy75 wo 
might gain my c nce : ha fini 

fy rep yy grew more — 1 
perceived by the looks of my attendant, 
the was confident of her maſter's ſucceſs. 
I badeveral times endeavoured to learn 
how long ſhe had lived with him. She 
gave" . Win 
3 -66 About 
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& About eight o'clock, Lord Raymond 
made his entre. 
Well, dear Violante, will you tay 


E are glad to ſee me? Sure the time 
as appeared rather long; at leaſt, if it 


bears any proportion to the feelings of 


my heart! Not let me touch your hand! 

you ſhould at leaſt hide your diſguſt:.— 

vou would be more kind to that f fellow 
 Mazinire.”? 

« If Mr. Mazirire, my Lord, had ever 
behaved unbecoming a gentleman, [ 
ſhould have deſpiſed him.” 

* A pretty compliment to myſelf! 
Come, my- little. nun,—tell me, is your 
anſwer at ? May I date my happi- 
neſs from this hour ?* _ 

„ Your Lordſhip will, I truſt, be fatil- 
fed: to-morrow I hope you will inform 
me you are ſo:— to- night let me intreat 
you will ſay no more on the ſubject.” 

Ho can I avoid talking on a ſubject 
on which my exiſtence depends? Vet, to 
ſhew the abſolute dominion you have 
over me, I will deter till., to-morrow 
reading your anſwer. You have con- 

ſidered the fatal gonſequences that will 
follow ſhould you refuſe that to love, 
which muſt elſe fall a facrifice to ven- 
8 S 
18 1 ſhook with terror but endeavour 
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4 to put on a look of eaſe; told him, 
with a ſmile, I had, on conſidering the 
generoſity of his character, and my total 
inability of <lcaping, brought myſelf to 
approve his noble offer, and. defired only. 
a few days to make me worthy of his 
intentian. ; 

« He looked at me as if he was dqubt-. 
ful of the truth of 1 L had been ſay- 
in 
25 May I believe my hearing! or has 
ſome courteous foirit. 1 . the form 
of Violante? Let me be certain“ - catch- 
ing me in his arms, and preſſing me to 
his boſom, in ſo ardent .a manner, as to 

ive me pain: ſtruggling, I got from 

im“ 40 dorable angel! What words 
can expreſs my tranſports! a 

Do not be ſo impetuous, my Lord: 
my health is at prefent indifferent: you 
will greatly oblige me if you will now 
leave me. | 

I ſhall pay you then, an early. vilit, 
and hope to find you dreſſed in a 
manner, worthier your perfections “. 
I complained of fatigue: he took 
the hint, ſnatched a kiſs, 4 retired. 
e The ſervant aſked if I would chooſe 
her to fleep with me? Certainly, and 
beg you will make haſte. - I am unwell.” 
When 1 found * *.. * made 
23 wo 
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two or three efforts to get at the key, 


which ſhe had again placed in her poc- 
I ſucceeded in my 


ket, under her head. 
wiſh : then ſoftly getting out of bed, [ 
at on my clothes: the door eaſily 
opened; all was ſtill. I went to the win. 
dow; the moon ſhone bright; the lad. 
der remained as before; the ſaſh creaked 
as I threw it up—1 looked out. | had 
great height to deſcend: ſhould 1 
miſs my ſtep, I muſt be daſhed to pieces. 
I took hold of it: I ſhrunk back. How 
long I might have ſtood in this predica- 
ment is uncertain, had I not heard the 


ſervant cough: the terror of her miſſ- 
ing me, took from me every other fear: 


—citching hold of the ladder; I haſtily 


deſcended.” When 1 had reached the 


round, I hoped 1 was ſafe; but was 
Appel by 0 75 iron rails, which, in my 
js 0 1 forgot. I was now quite 
frantic. for I perceived a light in the 
room I had left: 1 _ myſelf poſſefled 
with unuſdal ſtrengt «: pacing my foot 
the iron, I got 


over the gate; as the 'houſe-door — 4 


I é ran ſwiftly, for I was purſued; my 


foot ſtriking againſt 2 looſe ſtone, I fell; 
3s 1 was riſing, his Lordſhip caught hold 


5 1 feed * terror, and be- 
Help. 


,” Kid my 1 Lord, 


2 come back, bare” 
| * At 
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„ 161 At that inſtant, A man Taid, ce Why 
do you. offer outrage to a fewale ? Let | 


her go.” 


„She is an znkenduz grumpes, "hh - 
replied;”' «who has: robbed me, and I 


will deliver her into the hands of Juſtice.” * 
„ Ohl no: fave me from his wicked 

intentions?“ 

Is not that the vet 55 V iolante' 9 
am Violante:”: 1 U, a 

„ Monſter, who-ever: you are releaſe 

her this momente: :! !?! 


„They both drew: the? Mea gers 


fate being turned towirds Mis Lordihip, 
had not fe 


go: his domeſtics had taken a . different 
rute; and, though he called repeatgdly, 
they did: not hear him. As: ſoon asT'w 
at Werde, made the utmoſt haſte fro 


them. F rambled about a long time: at 


length the day begän to bréik: T 
ſcarce able to crawl, when I perceived 


poor, but decent tooking woman? I. en- 
quited of her, hat part of the t 2 
Was in: ſhe informed 25 6 Pia F & 2 I. 


far from the convent of C- 


Lady) youare-a/long way :"it ds at <4 
ther end:of Milan.“ © Good Heavens? 
- 3&4 N 1200 ©: 17 1799 65 H 3 


— 


als, z 


en him :—by a glance U caught, 
as he drew his word, —whothould 1 be- 
hold as my champion but Mr. Mazitire! 


To defend himſelf, my. Lord let me 


} 

r 

: 
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how ſhall I get chere? lam ready to faint,” 
If, Lady, you will reſt yourſelf in my 
humble habitation : you are clofe to it.” 
—<. Thank. you, good woman, I will.” 
ft was, indeed, a poor, but [neat - 
one: ſhe informed me, ffie was a widow, 
Had no family, and got her bread by 
waſhing ; that when I met her, ſhe was 
going to he: daily employment, which ſhe 
would give up, if I would permit her to 
get me {ome refreſhinent, <.Goodfriend, 
| 25 unable to pay you for your trouble. 
I was. forcedito fly from a villain, and 
have not any money. Vet, if you will 
carry 2 letter to Father Felix, at the con- 
vent of , he will enable me to 
mew my oratitude. ian 1 1 
Think not, dear Lady, poverty 
has taken from me the deſire, of Hoing 
good; let me have the ſatisfactien of 
being uſeful: frſt, partake of, what Jittle 
IT can. ſet before yon: aftzrwards, write 
Vvour letter: while I am gone, reſt your. 
Hs my mattreſs is clean, though 
hard: no one will come to diſturb you. 1 
: Wy Sbe ſet before me ſome'bread, fruit, 
| and milk, urging me to eat: She obſerv- 
ed my looks, then checking a rifing ſigh, 
Aid, I have known. better days; they 
. are paſt; the will of Heaven be done! 
26, thy (After my ropalt I ſet about writing; 
Geri e had 2 and paper ready. Lac. 
| * 
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quainted Father Felix with what had be- 

fallen me, entreating his advice, and, 
if poſſible, that he would call on me that 
afternoon. The worthy woman put her 


cbuch in order I promiſed I would? lay 


down: ſhe took my letter, locked the 
door, and taking the key, which þ deſi- 
Ted her to do, departed. 
4 Soon after I lay don and fell aſleep, 
which laſted for ſome hours. When J 
awoeke; the good woman was fitting by 
me: ſhe enquired how I had reſted, 
told me, ſhe had been ſome time return- 
ed; that ſhe had feen Father Felix, who 
deſired her to ſay he would come the next 
day: ſooner was not in his power; that 
my letter had relieved him from the moſt 
dreadfut anxiety: indeed, young lady, 
he ſhed many tears, and beſought my 
care of you in a parental manner: I aſſu- 
red hiin af it, and received; his hleſſing. 
You - muſt be hungary: ſee; 1 have a 
boiled fowl ready... 8 
„ Her words, her actions, all proved 
ſhe had filled a far different ſtation, I 
aroſe; and with a grateful heart partook 
of her bounty. She endeavboured to di- 
vert mean the molt ing manner; 
and, aſter we had finiſhed, ſhe returned 


thanks to that Being who had humbled 
he had 


not-deftroyed her; who, tho 
deprived: her of riches, had ſtill prevent- 
i F C > ce 
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* her from want; and on Whom ſhe 
firmly relied. She propoſed going early 
to rel, as ſhe muſt riſe ſoon, to g out 
to worke; that · ſue Hud Iraventhe key, 
as Father Felix: would pay mea viſit, 
and there was proviſion in the. eloſgt. 
We ended the day in prayer: then With 
calm minds reſigned ourſelves to reſt. 
She awiked, wiſhed me good day, defired 
me to be careful of my. health, andi left 
men I got up, tocked: the door asc 
hydownd „eil beine, od; 
rasa through every occurence; of, my 
life. Why thould I deſpair, Who had ſo 
often felt the protection of Providence? 
This gave me ſpirits: they again ſunk, at 
the danger in which I left Mazirire. 
Perhaps he was now breathing! his laſt. 
Father Felix, reps WY; de alle tÞ i 
form me. rn 6 Hi wy 49 97 
„The Par n who1had: taken 
ako under her. protection, ſhewed ſuch a 
reſignation to the will of heaven, as filled 
me with admiration.! 4 put operas Be to 
copy her example. & Polt Dad od 
0085 After ſome time I 8 opening 
-the:cloſet;;founid: ſhe had. amply provid- 
ed for my wants. I prayed foro che ex- 
gellent creature; and vdwed, if eyer 
Had power, to make ber happy, or, at 
[Jeaſt;' eafe/ the remainder of her days. n 
u Abegan to Fear Father Eelix 155 day: 1 


+ bo e unable come! 
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unable to find me: at that inſtant 1 bears | 
a rap at the door, —Frembling, Tt enquir- 
ed who was there. Father Felix.“ 1 
let him in. Heaven bleſs my child, 
and ke Her virtuorns —Yiohffte, Jet 
me hear all your ſufferings. My prayers 
have been unremitting —Hexven has 

anted my requeſt : I have returned 
umble thanks for your ſafety.“ 
told him every particular; I then 
deſired him to make me acquainted with 
the fate of Torre, his wife, and child. 
«© They are well: their greateſt trouble 
las been for you. I told them this day 
you was ſafe. Thank God,”-faid the 
poor fellow: “ ſhe merits every thing, 
and I am ſure will be happy: as they had 
loſt their all, a charitible ſubſcription 
Was ſet on foot: they are now in eaſier 
dircumſtances than before the accident 
happened. dn oo Li Hes 

Father, has Mr. Mazirire deentwitd 
you? I fear for his ſafety.— Lord Ray- 
mond muſt ſoon have been ſurrouuded 
ys ene ready to fulſil any baſe or- 
ers he might give, and the- were mant 
enraged 3 ach other. 70 T8814 # 

Patience, my child, I will inform 
you. I have ſeen Mr. Mazirire yeſter- 
day; he was at our Convent: I was juſt 
cee from matins, and he 888 enquir- 

ed 
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ed if bad heard NY f Violante.— 
* have not.“ © Then I ſhall go dif. 
_ tracted,” Sn FB wor Fe 
could ſcarce aſk what he meant. He told 
me of his reſcuing you; that you had 
fled whilſt he was engaged with Lord 
Raymond: he was in an agony. at not 
knowing what might have befallen you. 
Fear not,” I replied, © virtue is the 
care .of heaven : our bleſſed Lord will 
rote& her: you need not be alarmed on 
her account how parted you with his 
Lordſhip ? Sure there is on your 
dleeve.” He fmiled—* Tather, you arc 
right: it is that of a villain : I fancy he 
is incapable of further wiſchief, or my 
ſword has proved deceitful.” 1 
Ho, my ſon N 808 not commit: 
ed murder?“ ? 
Holy Father, forgive me: os I not 
Alarme him, he would have deſtroyed 
me: after a few paſſes, r L 4 by, 
his fellows were 2 10 ſeize me, 
when, doubly enrag made a de; 5 
rate truſt : m; to went through hi 
body: the fell: and, whilſt his men avere 
removing him, L left the place.“ | 
I blamed his raſhuefs, 8 
£ mended him to be prudent, and not by. 
uſeleſsly expoſing 15 perſon, run the 


miſed 1 


| Pg: of being apprehended. He pro- 


« * 
* a o 
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miſed to obſerve my. directions; yet, 
ere the cloſe of day, was again with me, 
to learn news of you. I ſhewed him the 
letter you had ſent, at which he expreſ- 
ſed the utmoſt ſatisfaction, I had 2 
difficulty to prevent his wen RA 
to pay you a'vilit. - | | 
have promiſed he ſhall come. with: - 
me to-morrow, ' He affures- me, he will 
not leave his lodging till then, being in- 


informed, Lord Nee is at the Polet | 


of death. 


« My dear child, tell me what plan | 
can bethought of to ſettle you? Here ou 
cannot long remain. Your hoſteſs: is 
already preſſed hard by adverſity. You: - 
will not, I am certain, e to her | 
troubles. - ts. ak . . 

God forbid, Father; 1 ee | 
rather get my bread bythe moſt Wen, 155 
employment.“ N 

©, That, my dear child, you are una- 
ble to do; neither is it neceſſary: the 


education you have received, will make 


you uſeful in ſome good family, either 
20 companion or governets. | Do not you 
recollect in the circle of your acquain- 

tance; ſome to whom your ſervices 
might be Meir tae I wil apply for 


you,” , * 


” Akt. Father, lhad racer you cool 
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find me =Gvvation;; here I was totally 
unknown. Pride is too apt, on the 
moſt trivial play, to- inſult thoſe whom 
fortune, FTE being their equals, has re- 


„Well, Violante, Lill try, and let 
you know with what ſucceſsto-morrow : 
till then, farewel ! Recommend yourſelf 
to your bleſſed Lord, and pe the beſt. 
Adieu?! 

„% Whenthe cod eln üs weul ned, * 
informed her of Father Felix's viſit, and” 


Lady, heaven grant he may facceed : yer 
let me aſſure you, till that is the caſe, 
my roof, . mite, are truly at FYour 
ſervice.”?. CIS DL, IHET ION HIST TOR 18 
"2 4 threw myſelf on her boſom; and 
wept my thanks. She. dried my- tears. 
After a flight ſupper, we ended the day 


as the preceding, I awoke early, and 


will get up.“ She ſmiled. “ Stop a 
Iistle, "ga Iwill bring vou ſome clean 


195 My det friend; 1 Weez, you * 
only what I wear. 4! 113 en ai 

, That is true: hey were flled; Ter 
up, therefore, ſomewhat ſooner than 
uſual, and am now waſhing: do not 


t | | I will 


duced to the ſtate of dependants..ꝰꝰꝰ 


what he propoſed to do-. Well, dear 


perceived my companion was bu 7. 1 1 
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| rag yet: you will be tired before night: 
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[will place ſome clean, but code apparel 
by you.“ ie en iet 
How you u diſtreſs me with/ your re- 
peated acts of kindneſs Never can I; 

make vou a return.“ 

Well, Lady, then oblige me fo far 
as not to mention ſuch a word. I amy 


happier than have long been, and make 


no doubt you will be a aan tvs 
ated I muſt haſten to fini "4 7 
++, ghe ſoon after wiſhed me. a good. 


morning, and went away.“ 


l found a neat tuff gown, and 3 | 


linen, ready for me: the clothes fitted 
pretty well, I had the vanity to think 
never appeared to more advantage. 
About noon, I expected Father Felix, 
and oo for his coming win impati- 
ence. nn er e 

" I krard the clock iirike one—two—: 
three no Father Felix !—Surely Lord 
Raymond is dead, or Mr. Mazirire ap- 
hated —My heart ſunk at what my 
fancy imagined he migh t ſuffer: J tried 
to eat: 1 could nt: a glaſs of water 
= of ſervice : the bours Uragged OW. 

n 7 
"6 Mrs. Tanis (tor that was her name). 
returned, ſurpriſed equally with wyſelfe 


at not having ſcen Father Feliz. 2 
o divert my: chagrin, many things 
7 me 
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ſheobferved might have hinderedhim from 
coming, far different from what I had men- 


tioned. We were going to perform our 
evening ſervice, when a knock at the 
door made me ſtart! Who is there?“ 
&© Father Felix.” '< Yau are moſt wel. 
come.” Mr. Mazirire followed him. 
% Joy overpowered me: I ſtaggered, 
and had fallen, if Mr. Mazirire kad not 
caught me in his arms. I recovered, 
— diſengaging myſelf, in a confufed 


manner, returned Him thanks: then, 


turning to Keel — de 3 I had 
great a n omething di ea- 
Mie ble . provented- his viſit is the — 
Vou change colour, my child: 
Tecollen yourſelf : learn to Derr evils my 
fortitude. 
6 Excuſe me, Father : 1 have not re. 
covered my ſpirits. N 
« Violante, be not alarmed, » ſaid Mr. 
Mazirire: „his care of me was [the only 
ar of your not ſeeing him.“ 5 
Care of you, Sir! May 1 to.” 
N ns. A 1 win inform 
vou. 
“ Late laſt night 2 man cane to the 
houſe where 1 lodged: he fpoke to the 
©, miſtreſs, enquired whether 1 did not live 
-* there. She ſaid yes.— Was Lat home? 
I Was. She would call me. Yow need 
JH ; | not, 


% 


it was 
percei 
nor fo 
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not, Iwill be here to- mor row. I want 
to be paid a bill. When he was gone, 
ſhe came into my room, informed me 
what had paſſed, aſked me if I could 
eſs who Peron was: I told her no: 
owed no bill. 

« Well, he was 2 moſt {looking fel. 
low, and I think means you no good.“ 
don't fear him: good night.“ 5 

6 2 was alone, it occurred to 
me, ight be an officer of juſtice. 

What 7 I do? Stay, —be — 
ove my innocence, —at leaſt clear my- 
f of intentional guilt, —or endeavour to 
avoid the evils and diſgrace I muſt inevi- 
tably ſuffer !/—I determined to be guided 
by Father Felix. When the family had 
been fome time in bed, I left the Tas 
leaving money for my rent on the table. I 
put my clothes in a trunk, wrote a note, 
deliring they might be taken . of till 
y I returned. | 

| © made haſte to the convest ef Co's 
„ WW it was a dark night: I got there un- 
perceived: no ee, at that time, 
nor for ſome hours. At length the door 

opened. After matins, I ſpoke to our 

good Father: he took me to his cell: E 
aſked his direction how to conduct my- 

felf; he will inform you further. þ- 

will, my fon. I replied, my advice is, 


that 


e 


chat you remain here till 1 learn news 


your enemy. I cannot, prior to that, 


determine how you muſt act. I went 


to the houſe where Lord Raymond re. 


ded: I was unknown. Addreſſing my. 
ſelf to the porter, I enquired if there was 
not a ſick gentleman, who withed to 
unburthen his conſcience 2 Why, Fa- 
ther, you are miſin formed: my maſter 
is dying, not from ſickneſs, but from 


wounds, received in a duel,” Indeed, 


friend?“ “ Yes, it is very true.“ 


„Hark ye! you will not repeat what 


I fay : — you muſt know he had a girl 
locked up: the would not do as he want- 
ed, and made her eſcape, by getting 
down a ladder: the ſervant who was 
employed to watch her, (one he had pro- 
cured from Madame Villeroy, perhaps you 
may have heard of ſuch a perſon) awak- 
ed as the girl opened the window. Such 
a noiſe was -preſently made as alarmed 
the-wholk houſe! My Lord, curſing his 
couſin, ho had been abſent for a week 


and returned that evening, ſtared like a 


madman: - After our matter we ran in- 
to the ſtreet. There ſhe. goes, cries 
Jago. Ah! that is ſhe,” ſays Spado. 
Away we all went to ſecure her, helter 


ſxelter, as if the Devil had been ſtriving 


to catch the hindmoſt: the wench ran 
il : fait, 
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faſt, and}azlong- chace we had beforgwe 
made her priſoner. Had you ſeen her, 
your reverence could not have forborne 
jaughing » ſhe was a lean, tinkled, old 
blackamoor, who ſubſiſted by begging, 
and imagined we were going to confine 
her as a+ vagrant. Down on her knees 
ſhe fell. “ Gentlemen, pray let me 
alone 2. 1, have. been doing no harm, and 
am going to ſleep under yon portico.” 
How we all ſtared! Franciſco ſaid, com- 
mend me to Jago for finding a pretty 
wench: Spado too, I ſuppoſe, knew her 
by the fairneſs of her complexion. We 
then left her as haſtily as we purſued. 
As we came near home, we heard the 
claſhing - of fwords : on our nearer ap- 
proach, we found our maſter and a gen- 
telman fightivg : going to ſeize him, he 
ran our maſter through, near the left 
ſide: he fell. Whilſt we were remov⸗ 


ing him, the ſtranger got away. Mr. 


Sandiford, who, had remained at home, 


ſent inſtantly for a ſurgeon: on examin- 


ing the wound, he pronounced it was 
mortal; that the lungs not being injured, 


he might linger a few days; poured 


ſome drops down his throat: he came 
a little time after to, his ſenſes, but un- 
able, through weakneſs, to ſp ea,. 
0 5 « Yeſterday 
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_ + 4Wclterday. he talked very diſtinQly : 
2 ſure 
at t 


„the doctor fays, of his be. 
e laſt gaſp: — he has 
bis couſin who it was he fought 
* and enen, _ is by this . 
fecured. As girl, we have 
S of — "Me. Sandiford 
threatens dreadful things -thall be done 
to the villain, as he calls him, if his 


agg + dies, which is hourly: expect- 


ed.” 
got this information, I re- 

turned to Mr. Mazirire; we conſulted 
what was the moſt prudent ſtep he could 

urſue. I demonſtrated the neceffity of 
on quitting Milan this night: he is 
eome to amber you, and de- 
me MH z 
1-66, J was unable to refrain my tears : 
they were accompanied by thoſe of Mr. 
- Mazirire, who held me in his arms: 
for ſome minutes we were unable to 
ſpeak. 

wer, Father Feliz broke” the fhnce by | 
reminding us it was time to part, as 

welt on Mr. Mazirire's account as his 
_ own, having obtained permiſſion to be 

abſent from his convent at an unuſual 
hour, and the * r was ir 


expiring. 
. . « Oh 


r 
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« Oh! Violante,” Gid Mr. 
«© how fhall L live, when ſeparated - wad 
al my foul holds. dear! Tel me, will 
you think of me with compaſſion ** 16 
J aſſured him he ſhould oſten oc- 
cupy my thoughts, that it would ever 
give me trouble to think of the unhappy 
events in which his endeavours to enen 
me had involved bim. 
Violante, if you knew what 1 nov 
fuffer, you would more than pity.” He: 
held me to his boſom, took an unreſiſt- 
ing kiſs. By this,” faid he, „I ſwear 
never to love another. Will you not 
give me ſome'bope ? it will fupport me 
when I am far from you.“ 

* You, are, Sir, more than ia 
ent. I ſnatched up a pair of ſciffars, and 
cutting off a lock of my hair, gave it 
him. He took it on hs knees, and 
held it to his ps. E 

Now, dear Violante, - you - la" | 
made: me happy. Heaven grant we way 
ſoon meet to rt no more. 

„My children,“ faid Father Felin, 
« 1 will pray for your mutual felicity-; 
de - virtuous, and fear not; yon will 
foon ſee each other + I will take care of 
you, Violante. You, Sir, may eafily 
get employment, where. euer chance 
a 1 Salts 


| #.Lcam- 


— 
..v 
** 
a” 


| " Cagdey) eg 
. Cin ſläy no longer: he aroſe. 
could ſcarce 7 Mr. Mazirire preſ. 


ſed / me to his boom. Adieu! deareſt 
of women! Father, 'I/ anv ready, * My: 


followed their footſteps. When I 
loſt ſight of them, I. — myſelf in 
an agony on the bed: the kind Laniani 


Waun me ſome hartſhorh and water: /. 


„Why young Lady; are you ſo mel. 


ancholp 7 Take my word, Mr. Mazirire 


will often write and inform v0 
bis welfare. Till he is in a fituation 
that would make it prudent for you 0 
marry, it is better for ſome time you 
ſhould not'feeiieach other? 


I promiſed her I would: 801 all % 


my power, and hoped the next day 


recover my cheerfulneſs. It was ou 


ere -Heep would eaſe my weary ſpirits: : 
when it did, I ſunk into a Rate of in- 
ſenſibility that held me till noon.” Mrs. 
Laniani was ſitting, watching when I 
ſhould wake. She had flaid at home, 


fin ding I Was greatly agitated; ' and 


fearing T might in con e be ill. 


ILwas juſt riſen when Father Felix came. 
am glad you have red your 
looks, 
Father, how parted you ith Mr.. 


my child!“ 
Maairire ? 0 1 1 1 


* I went, Violante, with ihe au. 
ve came to the road that leads to- 


wards 


fowa 
ſec 
there 
have 
of a 
on b 
is, b. 
to tr. 
erciſe 
Mont 
tione 
make 
L Wil 
is lik 
1 6. 7 


a oh 
ed at 
28 I 
Felix 
forty, 
labou 
1 fin 
bred. 
ſaid } 


(0 


towards Genoa, at which' plate he pro- 


poſed to remain, at leaſt he will ſtay 
there. fome time. Now, my dear, I 
ave news for you ;—A lady, who is 
50 a conſumptive habit, I fear brovght. 
en by the Unkindneſs of Her huſband, 
is, by the advice of her phyſician, going 
to try what effect change of air and ex. 
erciſe may produce. She ſets off fox 
Mon er, next week. 1, have fen 
tioned” you to her in ſuch terms AS; 
makes her wiſh" ro have your . 
J Will take you to her to-morrow. * 
is likely to cots deſirable object.“ SY 
told hi m 1 would rendef "myſelf 
15 uſeful as poſſible, and fincerely rc oic- 
ed at the proſpect before ine. 
Next 2 I drefled | myſelf as well 
2s I Was able, and went with Father 
Felix to the lady: ſhe appeared“ about 
forty, was extremely emaciated, and 
laboured under a bad cough ; had been 
1 fine woman, and was: perfectly Well 
pred. "Father Felix introduced me, and 
ſaid he would come again in the after- 
noon; ànd left * ob Aber be was ne; 
ne aſked me à fbniber of queltions,! 
which” 1 Anſwered” In, the mol direct 
rr | . 
© Young TRY I was Sedan with 


Ph, circumſtance before, and* wanted 
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to try your veracity. I have now an gue 
opinion of you, and intreat your com- 
pany. till 1 recover my health. I am going 
A "ns journey for that purpoſe,” “. 
9 78 Wurde her of the honour I ſhould 
eſteem it, and ſincerely hoped ſhe would 
return perfectly reſtored. She ſhook her 
head, —* When can you come, Made. 
moiſelle ?” .** To-morrow, if you wiſh it, 
Madame.“ „ By all means.“ In the 
evening, I will wait on you.“ Idined with 
her: ſhe afterwards took a ſhort repoſe: 
her cough. awoke her. Father Felix 
came:100h after... 7D OG. 
Father,“ ſaid the Marchioneſs, I 
ya: | Foe: 
think myſelf infinitely obliged ; your 
young. friend more than anſwers what 
vou ſaid, I have prevailed on her to come 
to me to-morrow, He bowed, If, 
Lady, you are pleaſed at the firſt inter- 
high I dare afſirm you will ſoon eſteem 
„I made a proper compliment, and 
returned to Mrs, Laniani: ſhe had been 
under ſome concern at my not coming 
ſooner, which was, diſpelled by my ap- 
PRONE: As ſoon as he had ſeen me 
fafe, Father Felix went away, promiſing 
to come for me the next evening. I in- 
formed her what had paſſed, and that 1 
ſhould leave her the following 1. 
„ 4 1 , Ee 
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She wept; yet tried to prevent me from 
ſeeing it. When She recovered herſelf, 
we returned thanks to Providence for e 
conſtant aſſiſtance it affords, and with. 
minds at eaſe, ſunk into peaceful reſt. 

« Next morning, the would not leave 
me, as it Was the ſaſt day we ſhould paſs 
together. e J hope not, dear Mrs. lit. | 
ani; if I thought fo, 1 hould be unhappy 
indeed. Truſt me, I never can farget 
your kind, your charitable aſſiſtance: 
you have treated me wich the utmoſt ten- 
derneſs, and ſhall ever find wil e 
vith 1 gratitude.” . » 

y dear Violante, you are g to 
reli with a lady of rank: you have no 
clothes but thoſe you wear do not inter- 
rupt me—in this box I have put ſome 
linen and other trifles, you will find. 
uſeful ; they are not ſo to me: when ou 
grow rich, you will remember Laniani.“ 

I fell on her neck: Oh, how you 

diſtreſs me! She kiſſed my forchead.”*' 
Come, my love, wal us dine; vou 

will elſe bel,” 1 "Ray ts 
Father Felix came. 55 AN vou 
ready, my chud? 1 am, Father; 
ſee what my good friend has provided 
for me.“ e gave her a look that would 
have become an 25 gel. Bleſſed, he call. 
ed her, n hin mſelf! She would car. 

ry the bon * n 

I deſired 


| ty do. IIa 


her 5 th 7 


tlemen, had i with him! "taking no 1 ce 


* \ 
'C 03; 1 1 
| Fo. ) 


6 1 delired her to enquire. after me of 
Faber Felix, Which he likewiſe told her 
141 would. write to her : ſhe 

kiſſed; my cheek, and hurried away. hae. 
nels ; received. us Axing on a 

e complained of weakneſs, and 
Nees. Father web retired, 


+4 


8 1 


Shortly" after we went to bed: my room 


was adjoining her's. I often heard her 
cough. The doRors paid their. viſit ſoon 
1 5 18 they perceiv- 
aily. worſe, and, Were ur. 
FE 521 er aaa e removal. I had 


not yet ſeen her huſband : ſhe ordered 


her maid: if he was in the houſe, to de- 


_ fire he would” come, a5 the phy liclans 
Wanted to. 
. and imwediately entered the toom. 
Wife genteel poking man, about 


ſpeak to him. He was on the 


780 dreſſed in a ſtyle to be excuſed only 

by 155 levity of youth; his hair dreſſed 

moſt ONES Was, loaged with powder, to 
prevent, 1 uppoſe, the mixture of grey, 
4 black From being” perceptable. 

ay in vain: the lent hand of time Will 


eyer point diſtin ly to. the years of mor- 
. tals ; and, the E Pains, taken is 11 h uiſe a 5 
| only render it, moſt viſble. 

Was a faptaſtic old beau: 85 


ort, 
he Fi'g 
ſired to know What commands "ki gen. 


of 


LD 41155, 1 i: 


4. l) 
ER his lads: hor - thoug h he. * to receive 
H: 


him. we reat you will got oft 
the | Manes jqnefs 5 an, inſtant; 
ought to leave; ae . 415 bv 


* 1 fig I A as My 
I 5 e my, ah W 5 Ry . 


vou? Caſt! Caſting bis eye towar do 
be repo A don' 5 know, what 45 fe ; 


you have been already damnable expen- 
13 Huch. another . Slack We pin, a 


Undo. Jom, yowpuull . 
e 
Agen wn 8 and eee 


allow in eee 1: oo 52 b dt 
a Mex ae — FOR in 
ſuffer ng te go without, you?! 17 

N 8 a r{&, imo tears: the _dotors 


1005 —— 1916 I amt 1 | 
1 dec Fat! 1 8 2 1 111 1 Aw, Gris 
His Hs — ſet ed 

85. 1 hen left ch Loom. 1 0 
1 R lera ARS e np 19 5 id 
was tolerably recovered; | 
they left her, perſuaded her 1355 85 
eie Wer 15 15 


lo J Jour The 
3 


_ e 12 5 the 
Rep] 

given her __ e ta detray her 72 
Fe ee * 24 e 


N 
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47 « Fatly the next ag fg the Pra 1 
was * the door, for ſhe 
i. in the heat of the hy. 725 * 
"ſet and her maid were” her companions up, 
in the cbach. One ſervant attended 
'6h horſeback. ' It was, a fortnight be- 467i 
fore we-arrived at this place. I un ere 
often apprehenſive he would not reach W pal 
Montpellier. Her complaints hourly in- &« 
creaſed: ſhe never left her chamber ovie 
from that time: death made à ra pid 
Vi es: the willingly - yeilde@ Herkel 
do his empire, and in e days calmly 
, N her ſoul. 818 
Bad written to hg Marquis prior 
.to-her death, and had not receiyed any 
aufwer. Soon after he breathed. her 
. laſt, . I wrote N the par ulats, And 
5 este him to arm me e his 
Kaſs. bod > as Lotte e 
42 Ark or- Auel it Montpellier * that 
| Auld order Ker xemains to be put into 
i leaden'coffin, which would enable me to 
8 t his determination. In the preſence 
Sof the Maid 1 took an inventory of Her 
8 "clothes, and what money” T could find: i 
a * a trifſing fam. F diſpatchetl the fer- 
8 had attendect is with the letter, 
him a ſtritt charge to haften back, 
e us ria 28 e 
| oh + retained 
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I remained ten days in 4 ſtate of 
ſuſpenſe; in the mean 0 I had been 
neceſſitated to have the coffim "ſoldered 
up, as the body became offenſive 


aflilted © in : preparations for the aw f 
paſſed heavily. 
ceived a letter from the Marquis, by the 


manner, highly blaming me for putting 


„un te che erpence of keepi — | 
rior directing me to part with her app 
any and after I had paid every demand, to de- 


her MW ker what caſh 1 had left to'a-banker) I 


| then do with rd Wn * . 6 
45 8855 1227 22 
es, TRis tensbüiery 


felt myſe ble in nor 
| to Father Felix. ' It was now tog Mee. 
her WW „ pather Touts called in the en 
L: i 3 imm: and, ag it would 
Tel - e 

ſho bet the near morning.” 


: 


dy elf ad 


girb cried bitterty: as to myſelf; 


= Ld 


- 56, The prieſt you found me with, 
event : he called often on me 1 OM 
« At the expiration of that Pal: 1 


poſt, in nich he ordered me to inter his 
Lady at Montpellier, in the moſt private 


was to diſcharge the mait;; and might 5 


epistle filtes me 
with: indignation 3” at the” ſame time, 1 


ng: 


xpenfive, ſettled that the funeral 


the maid attended in deep mour ning. Flie 
wept 
1 nn 


2 
* 
! 
0 
[ 


Meavour ſoon to fellow, n 


* 
— 
- 
® 
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vage tyrant, and was _ in the man. 
ous of the bleſſed. rr 3 1 7 7 
The next day, Len for the bills that 


ore owing: found the money would 


nt, diſcharge tbem, and dent for a bro. 

ker, to purchaſe her clothes: when theſe 
were diſpoſed of, and the debts diſcharg. 
ed, I bog: ſcarcely ſufſicient to pay the 

maid het wages: ſhe told me ſhi had ſeen 
a young man who had offered to con- 
vey ber to Milan, for which place he was 
to ſet out next morning» he had ſtrong 
horſe: ſhe might ride behind bim: if! 
did not want ber. ſerviceu: ſhe would tale 
the opportunity, as ſheſcould notchppe to 
yore ure a place where:ſhe;was! nat known. 
ſaid,- ſhe actediright; Ithat I would ei- 


O knew: not by ar 1 e, oh a9! 
I wrote to Father Felix, entreating 

kim to inform mei what Lmuſt 3 

lving neither money or effects? Incloſed 


NMire accounts, which IL deſied he would 


himſelf give do the Marquis i other wife 


| hejmĩight ſuſpect I had embezried:ai large 


1 1M, :Jhet girl {faithfully promiſed tb 
deliver iti as: ſn as: fhe reached:eMilan. 


Ishe left me. ini the eveningit they! wetc 
8. zin e off at a veryteaf ly hour. 


- 1-55 I was now; to experience tlie: moſt 
trying — 84 HA it intre- 
35 7 N el 

1 


(62486 J 


duced me to your Ladyſhip's notice, I 
look on it as the greateſt of benefits. 'I 
was fitting, the next morning, reflect- 
ing on the train of melancholy events 
in which I had been a actor, when the 
landlady of the houſe, whom I had ſcarce- 
ly before ſeen, opened the door, in ra- 
ther a contemptuous manner: ſhe deſired 
me to inform her, if I intended keeping 
the apartments for any length of time, 
as ſhe could now let them to a family. I 
told her I waited for an anſwer to a letter 
on the receipt of which I ſhould return to 
Milan : that I would by no means prevent 
her from — of them; if ſhe could 
ſpare me a room for a few days, I ſhould 
be highly obliged to her, as I was not ac- 
quainted with any family in the place. 
Sneeringly ſhe ſaid, it was lucky ſhe had 
ſo ſoon known my ſituation, or ſhe might 
have have been fool enough to have let 
me remain. There was now. a week's 
rent due, and ſhe infiſted on the im- 
mediate payment. I told her in che af- 
ternoon ſhe might depend on having it. 
Well, if you are punctual, I will let 
you have a room.“ 1-34. 0 
When ſhe was gone, I began to 
contrive how to-raiſe the money. I was 
ture ſhe would turn me out, if I failed, 
into the ſtreet. . I expected daily to hear 


from 
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Father Felix. I ſent for the Broker I had 
employed before, and parted with what 
clothes I had: they were moſtly thoſe 
the good Laniani had forced me 1 accept. 
1 had, when 1 Guicharged my lod 
ſcarce a livre remaining Good Goc 
what anguiſh of heart did I not ſuffer! 
Dear Lady, I will haſten to a concluſion: 
—At the appointed hour ſhe came: 1 
paid her. When ſhe received the money, 
the informed me, ſhe had taken compal- 
ſion on me, finding I was a pauper. 1 
might ſtay a fortnight in her Irouſe : ſhe 
could not indeed undertake to find me in 
food: that would be too much,—tofling 
her head. I had taſted nothing that day 
but water. Unable to ſpeak, I followed 
her into a back room: the windows 
admitted the rain equally with light: it 
ſeemed to have been long the habitation 
of vermin- it is true, there was what ſhe 
called a bed, though I preferred, laying 
on the floor. 
In the evening Father Louis called, 
and was ſhewn, into a parlour. The Fu 
informed me he was below. I made ſhift 
to get down ſtairs: he was ſurpriſed: at 
my appearance. I acquainted him with 
the cauſe. He ſhook his head.—“ Mer- 
cenary creature! Would to heaven, 


Mademoiſelle, was able to render you 
any 


on 


any aſſiſtance. Come to me to-morrow 
at the church of Notre Dame.” „I will, 
Father.”—He was going. I aſked if 
there was not a baker's near where I could 
purchaſe a roll?“ Yes, my child; I will 
attend you to one: it is but a few 
doors.” I returned with my purchaſe ; 
finding the parlour door ſhut, crept to 
my garret, and devoured my roll: 
hunger made it appear the moſt delicious 
morſel I had ever taſted. I wiſhed it had 
been larger. we 
Next morning I went to church. Fa- 
ther Louis endeavoured to comfort and 
exhort me, to have fortitude; he doubt - 
ed not Iſhould ſoon hear from Father Fe- 
lix, who would find means for my re- 
turning to Milan. | | 
Day after day paſſed: my livre was 
ſpent: I finiſhed my laſt roll the morning 
before I attracted your Ladyſhip's notice, 
and was by you reheved, taken from 
the depth of miſery to the moſt enviable 
felicity.“ She wept, and concluded her 
narrative. | Ae 
Lady Beaumont propoſed retiring. Vi- 
olante was fatigued. | WOE Os 
Next day the Baroneſs aſked Violante, 
if ſhe did not think it right to call at the 
lodgings ſhe came from; there might be 
a letter from Father Felix, — perhaps one 
FEE 0.2 from 
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from Mr. Mazirire. She bluſhed. —< Your 
Ladyſhip is the beft jydge.” © Then 
T will order the carriage,” ſaid the Lady. 
When they came to the houſe, Lady 
Beaumont bid her footman deſire the 
miſtreſs to come. She flew to the coach, 
imagining it was ſome lady who want- 
ed her apartments.—The Baroneſs was 
next the door. Making a low curteſy, 
ſhe defired the ladies to walk in. We 
are not come to ſee your lodgings, good 
woman : do you know this young lady? 
She looked at Violante, then at the Ba- 
roneſs: ſhe was confounded. ** Speak, 
woman tf” 
My Lady, I muſt fay, I muſt own, 
J behaved rather ſharp to the young 
lady. Sure, had I known more of 
her, I would have cut my tongue out 
firſt, Indeed I have thought, ſince the 
day I miſſed her, ſhe had made away 
with' herſelf. 1 now ſee ſhe met better 
fortune : if ſhe had but informed me, 
vou was her friend, I would have let her 
want for nothing. She was a patient 
foul, that is the truth; and my huſband 
ſays, patience is a great virtue.” Lou 
are right, in what you have ſaid: I wiſh 
you had been ſo in what you did. You 
will, I hope, behave better in future. 
Have you any letters?” “ No, Lady.“ 
owt,” © +« Should 
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« Should any arrive after this week, let 
them be directed for Mademoiſelle Vio- 
lante, at Lady Beaumont's, to be left at 
the poſt- office, Naples.“ Les, to be 
ſure, my Lady.” * 1 ſhall ſend daily till 
leave Montpellier, to enquire if you 
receive any.” The woman made a low 
courteſy, and the carriage drove away. 
They took an airing of ſome miles. Vio- 
lante recovered her ſpirits. Lady Beau- 
mont found her health almoſt reſtored : 
as ſhe had not quite loſt her cough, ſhe 
determined to paſs the winter at Naples, 
and return to england early in the enfu- 
ing ſpring. Her chaplain and fleward 
wrote often; all went on right. She 
made them eaſy by writing, affuring 
them of her returning health, and 
intentions of coming home. The te- 
nants joy at the news was fervent and 
ſincere. | 


Violante, by the beneficence of Lady 


Beaumont, was furniſhed with a hand- 
ſome wardrobe : ſhe was expreſſing her 
thanks, when the Baroneſs deſired ſhe 
would look on her as a parent, for - ſhe 
loved her as a daughter; adding, < my 

dear, here is a preſent, you muſt want a 
little caſh; take this purſe; there are 
fifty Louis d'ors in it; 1 will take care to 


repleniſh it, and charge you to diſpoſe of 
The 


it in whatever manner you wiſh.“ 
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The day arrived when they were to de- 
e Montpellier. Before they left 
t, Violante wrote to Father Felix, ima- 
gining he had got her laſt letter. She 
could not otherwiſe account for his not 
returning an anſwer. She acquainted 
him with the happy ſituation ſhe was then 
in: that ſhe ſhould leave Montpellier- the 
next day, to accompany Lady Beaumont 
to Naples, and deſired he would inform 
her of his welfare: was Lord Raymond li- 
ving ? had he heard from Mr. Mazirire? 
intreating him to call on the worthy Lani- 
ani, and aſſure her of her unceaſing re- 
membrance ; recommending herſelf to 
his pious prayers and further iuſtructions. 
1he weather was fine; the roads in 
ood order: they went by land to Tou- 
lon: after ſtaying a few days to reſt 
the mſelves, and view the different churches 
and convents, they embarked: à fine 
breeze ſoon made them bid adieu to 
France: it laſted only a ſhort time: they 
felt the diſagreeable effects of a calm: 
the ſhip rolled: the ſails flapped againſt 


the maſts: time itſelf appeared to loſe 
its ſwiftneſs; and the failors, from want 
of employment, grew quarrelſome. At 
length a gale ſprung up: the veſſel ſeem- 
ed to fly before it, and in a few days, 
entered the harbour of Naples. It was 

i | evening 
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evening when they approached the town. 
Veſuvius was throwing out flames, ac-, 
companied with noiſe hke diſtant thun- 
der. The moon ſhone in full luſtre. 
The contraſt of light was aſtoniſhing! _ 
They had viewed the eruption ſome time, 
when the Baroneſs aſked Violante, what 
was now her opinion of the earth's be- 
ing ſuſtained by her balloon ſyſtem, as 
ſhe was apprehenſive it would in a ſhort 
time part with as large a quantity of 
inflammable air, as muſt inevitably oc- 
caſion it to loſe its balance? Violante 
owned her error. "1 

The boat landed them : they proceeded 
to an hotel, and enjoyed the pleaſure 
of being releaſed from a ſmall cabin, and 
of taking poſſeſſiou of a ſpacious airy 
apartment. 

Lady Beaumont's ſpirits fuffered- a 
viſible depreflion as they approached the. 
place, The image of her beloved, mur- 
dered ſon, ruſhed on her recollection: 
they were obliged to lift her from the 
boat: they carried her to a coach that 
was waiting, and arrived at the hotel. 
A few hours reconciled her to the will 
of Heaven. VE? 

For ſome days they amuſed them- 
telves with viewing the precious; re- 
hcs of antiquity. Lady Beaumont, 
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who poſſeſſed a thorough knowledge of 


hiſtory, explained to her young friend 
the changes which the face of the coun- 
try had undergone, as well from the 


eruptions-of Veſuvius, as the earthquakes 


it had occaſioned. | 
| Violante often acted as interpreter ; 
the Baroneſs having an imperfect know- 


ledge of the Italian u They 


were returning from an excurſion, when 
Violante was ſeized with a ſudden indil- 
Polition : they were cloſe to the convent 
of G———s. Lady Beaumont ordered 
the carriage to drive to the door: ſhe 
ot out, and ringing, deſired the lay- 
fiſter, who acted as portreſs, to favour 
her with a glaſs of water, there being 
| lady in the coach who was fainting : 
the bowed and went away. In leſs than 
a minute ſhe returned with the ſuperior's 
compliments, who intreated the lady 
might be carried to the parlour where 
e would adminiſter to her recovery. 
Lady Beaumont went to the coach, 
found Violante unable to ſpeak : the fer- 
vants carriedherin. Afterthey hadretired, 
the ſuperior appeared at the grate: ſhe 
was 2 graceful woman, far advanced 
in years. Addreſſing Lady Beaumont 
with the utmoſt benignity, ſhe enquired 
the cauſe of the Lady's illneſs. After 
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few hours reſt, ſhe might be removed : 
there was a room at her ſervice :; intreat- 


a pain in her fide. Lady Beaumont 


not ſind her return at the uſual hour: 
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being informed, and feeling her pulſe, 
ſhe ſaid it was occaſioned by having been - 
too long in the heat of the ſun, and 
would moſt probably be followed by a 
fever. She would recommeng the lady 
to be immediately put to bed ; after a 


ed Lady Beaumont to let her remain 
there till evening. Violante, who could 
now ſpeak, complained of being cold : 
ſhe could ſcarce raiſe her head, and had 


accepted the offer : ſhe was, by the 
aſſiſtance of two nuns, taken up ſtairs, 
undreſſed, and put to bed. The abbeſs 
ordered ſome whey and deſired ſhe might | 
not be diſturbed. | 

Lady Beaumont, ,in the politeſt man- 


ner, thanked her; ſaid ſhe would come 


for Violante ſoon after dinner ; that her 
domeſtics would be unhappy if they did 


to avoid giving them pain, ſhe muſt now 
depart : which ſhe did with the leſs 
reluctance, leaving her beloved friend 
in the care of ſuch excellent ladies,—- 
giving her addreſs to the ſuperior, in ' 
caſe any unforeſeen accident might make 
them wiſh her return ſooner than the 
hour-propoſed. —When ſhe arrived, din- 
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ner had been waiting a long time: an- ror 
xiety was viſible in the countenance of ket 
the ſervants ; ſhe informed them what tre 
occaſioned Violante's abſence :-in the col 
evening, ſhe truſted to find her ſo far ne! 
recovered as to permit her returning. it 
They thanked their Lady, and- prayed hae 
for the ſpeedy reſtoration of Mademoiſelle of 
Violante's health. ſhe 
The Baroneſs made but a poor dinner: | 
the illneſs of Violante hung on her ſpirits: reſ 
ſhe loved her tenderly : was the diſorder 
to prove fatal, the remainder of her to 
days would become truly miſerable. Vi 
She beſought the Father of mercy, not of 
to deprive her of ſuch a blefling: if Ba 
in his divine wiſdom he had ſo ordained oft 
it; to grant her a proper reſignation on 
equal to the lofs ſhe muſt ſuſtain. Jar 
At ſix o'clock the carriage was ready: thi 
1 her woman attended her: they arrived lod 
' . at the convent. Lady Beaumont told ge 
| | her ſervant to remain in the coach: ON 
þ ſhe did not intend to ſtay long. - The de 
Lady Abbeſs had ordered her immediate fe; 
admittance : on her entering the-apart- hy 
ment where Violante was, a lady who fat fir 

by the bed-· ſide put her finger on her lips, 
Zs a ſign to keep ſilence. Lady Beaumont an 
took the hint; ſhe motioned to retire ; 7 
4 E 


the lady followed, aud beſought the Ba- 
BSE - ronebs 
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roneis to excuſe the liberty the had ta- 


ken ; that the young lady had been ex- 
tremely ill, and they obſerved, rather in- 
coherent in her diſcourſe ; as the chilli- 
neſs went off, a ſtrong fever ſucceeded ; 
it was not more than five minutes ſhe 
had enjoyed a ſlumber; it might prove 
of dangerous conſequence to awaken her; 
ſhe preſented the ws ys compliments, 
who was prevente Paying her perſonal 
reſpects by buſineſs of the community. 
Lady Beaumont was led by the ſtranger 
to a chamber a few paces from that of 
Violante ; ſhe offered her refreſhments 
of coffee, cake, and conſerves. The 
Baroneſs obſerved the lady's eyes were 


often fixed on her. Curioſity prevailed 


on her to enquire what ſhe found ſingu- 
lar in her perſon; it muſt be ſome- 
thing remarkable to occaſion tlie earneſt 
looks of fo well-bred a lady. The ſtran- 
ger coloured; and, after a little heſitati- 
on, apologized for her ſtedfaſt gaze. In- 
deed ſhe could not refrain, as her 
features bore the reſemblance of a dear 
huſband ſhe had long lamented. Tears 
ftreamed from her eyes. i335 

Lady Beaumont comforted, conſoled, 
and -intreated her not to renew her 
afflictions. They were unavoidable, and 


felt by all the children of mortality: for 


3 


th 
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her part, ſhe had ſuffered the loſs of a 
moſt worthy huſband, and an only ſon!— 
They fighed. Word was brought the lady 


had awaked, and ſeemed more compoſed. 


They walked ſoftly to the chamber; as 
they entered, ſhe perceived the Baroneſs, 
« Oh! my deareſt- Lady Beaumont, 
how kind to come ſo early | I feared 
——” She was prevented ſaying more, 


as the ſtrange lady fell lifeleſs to the 


ground. Some of the nuns raiſed her; 
others brought drops; they laid her 
on a couch, cut her lace; nature aſſiſted 
their endeavours ; her colour returned; 
ſhe again looked ſtedfaſtly on Lady Beau- 
mont, then deſired to be carried into 
the air. | | 
Lady Beaumont, all aſtoniſhment at 
the effects her preſence had occafioned, 
determined, if poſſible, to know the 
reaſon. Violante took hold of her hand; 
the Baroneſs lifted it to her lips ; ſhe 
found it damp; the whey had been 
efficient. © My dear child, you are bet- 
ter; yet I will not think of your get- 
ting up. I will come to you early in the 
morning, and am almoſt certain I ſhall 
find you infinitely better.” , Violante ac- 


quieſced; ſhe was ſenſible of the tender 
concern the Baroneſs felt for her re- 
covery, and ſubmitted with cheerfulneſs 
0 remain that night in the convent. 


The 
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The abbe's now waited on Lady Beau- 
mont ; ſhe felt Violante's pulle z then 
turning with a ſmile to the Baroneſs, 
congratulated her on the amendment in 
her lovely charge; ſhe deſired Lady 
Beaumont to permit her remaining un- 
der their care, as the leaſt hurry, or 
{lighteſt cold would inevitably occaſion 
a relapſe. Lady Beaumont rendered her 
the warmeſt acknowledgments, and af- 
ſured the abbeſs that till ſhe approved 
of Violante's removal, ſhe would not 
think of it ; ſhe deſired to be informed 
the name of the lady who was in the 
room when ſhe came, and if ſhe was 
recovered ? The abbeſs acquainted her 
the lady's name was Muffei, that ſhe. 
was a boarder, and had reſided in their 
convent ſome years; that ſhe had a ſon 
who was gone abroad, and not having 
heard from him for a long time, it made 
her extremely unhappy ; and, no doubt, 
occaſioned her preſent indiſpolition ; ſhe 
was now much better, and defired her 
compliments to the ladies, with an apo- 
logy for the confuſion her fainting had 
occaſioned. 

Lady Beaumont looked at her watch, 
found it was near eight o'clock ; took 
leave of Violante and the abbeſs, and re- 
turned home,—The next morning ſhe 
"ns RX awoke 


( 158 } 


awoke 1n health, and prepared for her 
viſit; as the entered the room, a lay 
fiſter acquainted her the young lady 
was better ; her looks, as ſhe approached 
the bed, vouched the truth of the in- 
formation; the fever had nearly left 
her; ſhe complained chiefly of a laffitude; 
but had ſlept tolerably, and was perfectly 
compoſed ; told Lady Beaumont ſhe 
had been attended by two of the ſiſters; 
when they retired to reſt, they were 
ſucceede> by two others. The abbeſs 
had been often to ſee if any thing was 
needful, and behaved with the utmoſt 
tenderneſs. 

« Heaven be praiſed, my child, that 
you was aſſiſted by ſuch excellent wo- 
men! Have you ſeen Madame Muffei. 
I have not; dear lady, fhe ſent 
early this morning to enquire after my 
health, being confined to her bed by a 
dreadful heaꝗ- ache; if it grew better, 
- ſhe intended paying me a long viſit in 
the afternoon.” BHD 

The ſuperior had given Violante per- 
miſſion to get up; the nuns afliſted in 
dreſſing her; ſhe was extremely low. 
Lady Beaumont adviſed her to lie down; 
ſhe was ſoon able to fit up. The abbeſs 
| ſhortly after joined them ; her diſcourſe 
Was entertaining, uſeful, and pious; oe 
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had from inclination taken the veil, and 
renounced the world at an age others 
begin to taſte the reliſh of its fickle enjoy- 
ments; ſhe had been handſome; her 
features were fine; her form majeſtic ; 
religion ſat eaſy on her, not like the hypo- 
crite, when it is uſed to cover the black- 
eſt fins; nor did it flame with wild en- 
thuſiaſm, ſcorching friend or foe who 
happens to come within its vortex; ſhe 
abhorred fin, pied and prayed for fin- 
ners; the nuns loved her; ſhe ſhewed 
no partiality, neither jealouſy or diſcord 
rankled in their boſom; harmony and 
religion were their ſtudy and delight. 
Some hours paſſed in the moſt agreeable 
manner : the bell ſummoned to dinner. 
Lady Beaumont took leave of her and Vi- 
olante, having previoufly promiſed to 
come in the afternoon : indeed ſhe was 
eager to meet Madame Muffei, and learn 
her hiſtory : ſhe felt a curioſity ſhe was 
before a ſtranger to, and could not be 
eaſy till it was gratified,—at the appoint- 
ed hoe ſhe returned to the convent. 
Madame Muffei was fitting on a couch 
by Violante :—after the uſual civilities, 
Lady Beaumont intreated to know WHñhat 
had cauſed her to faint the preceding 
evening. She ſaid it was impoſſible, 
without ſhe told her whole hiſtory, to 
* | account 
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account for it. Lady Beaumont affured 
her it would give ſingular ſatisfaction. 
Madame Muffei wiped away a tear, then 


addreſſed herſelf to the Ladies in theſe 


words :— . 
My father was a merchant of emi. 
nence, who reſided many years in this 


city: he remained a batchelor till he was 


near fifty: having heard of the ſtoppage 


of another merchant, who bore an un- 
 blemiſhed character, he called to know if 


it was in his power to prevent his affairs 
becoming public: he found him ſitting 
between his wife and daughter, in deep 
affliction, which they evidently endea- 
voured to conceal : the ſcenejwas embaral- 
ſing: a delicate ſubject to introduce; yet 
it was abſolutely neceſſary: he began, by 
enquiring after a ſhip, in which they had 
both large inveſtments, and had for ſome 


time expected. It is not arrived,” 


was the anſwer. Tears ran down his 
cheeks: his wife and child felt the ſor- 
rowful contagion.“ 

«© What, my friend, occaſions this 
affliction? Speak! If it is in my power, 
depend on my will to aſſiſt you out of any 
dithiculties in which you may be 1n- 


volve d. * : | 


His friend graſped his hand; I will 


inform you all:“ he laid the ſtate of his 


3 affairs 


— 
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ed affairs before him: there was a balance of 
wi a conſiderable amount in his favour ; yet 
en as his property was moſtly in diſtant parts, 
cle and the Jaft ſhip had not brought any 
remittances, he muſt unavoidably — a 
bankruptcy. 

« My father aſked for a pen an d paper, 
wrote a few lines: © this, my dear friend, 
is at your ſervice : ſhould you find it ne- 
ceflary, I have more at your command : 
am now in haſte: Ladies, will you per- 
mit me to dine with you to-morrow ? 
conditionally, however, not to mention 
a word of what has paſſed,”  * 

«© They were unable to ſpeak : their 
looks demonſtrated the feelings of their 
hearts. 

*« On examining the paper, it —_— 
ed a draft on his banker for a large ſum 
it was ſufficient to anſwer every demand. 
Their joy and gratitude knew no bounds; 
He — and diſcharged what notes were 
due, and appeared on the Exchange 1 in 
good ſpirits. , _ 

" When my father came, they cab 
him with tranſports: the daughter, 
a genteel young Lady, about twenty 
years of age, ſat next, and was very 4 
tentive: he was charmed with her 
ſon and converſation. The next day, be 
paid them another viſit. In ſhort, _ 
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fell violently in love, and ſoon found an 
opportunity of letting her know it. Her 

heart was perfectly diiengaged; and m 
father's perſon was graceful : the aſſiſtauce 
he had ſo generouſly afforded, made the 
warmeſt impreſſion in his favour. Hig 
fortune was large, his behaviour poli'e, 
With a modeſt heſitation, ſhe reque'| 4 
he would ſpeak to her father, "ole con. 
fent would be attended with hr appro- 
bation: he bowed : the ſoon after left che 
S | | 
Mr. V t deſired to be admit- 
ted to pay his addreſſes to his charming 
daughter: his friend preſſed him to his 
boſom.—< My conſent you have, and 
earneſt prayers that ſhe may prove a laſt- 
ing blefling, which the ſweetneſs of her 
temper and dutiful behaviour give a fair 
proſpect of her becoming.” — Where all 
parties are agreed, courtſhips are ſeldom 
of long continuance. Their wedding 
was celebrated in a few weeks: her pa- 
rents rejoicing at ſeeing their only child | 
fo fortunately ſettled. By the advice of 
their ſon-in-law, they determined to quit 
trade. it was many months before his 
affairs were finally ſettled; nor did he 
then receive ſome large debts that- had 
been long owing. He found his circum- 
ſtances more deranged than he had my 
| | | idea 
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idea they could have been: his income 


ſcarce ſufficient to ſupport them in the, ; 


moſt moderate way of lite. 
At the expiration of the ſecond yearaky 


ter their marriage, I made my appearance, 


and occaſioned an increaſe of happineſs. 


My father could ſcarce ſuffer me to be out 


of his ſight : my grandmother, who ne- 
ver left my mother's room,  uufortunate- 
ly caught a ſevere cold: it terminated 
in a fever, which, in a few days, proved 
fatal, caſting a mouruful damp on their 
feſtivity. From that hour they would 
not ſuffer my Grand father to leave their 
houſe, and endeavoured, by the moſt 
aſſiduous and affectionate attention, to 
remove the melancholy in which he was 
abſorbed; his grief was incurable, and he 


daily declined; expreſſed the moſt ſin- 


cere love and ſatisfaction in his children; 
often had me brought to him; looked on 
me with delight, and prayed for my fu- 
ture felicity: the power of medicine 
proven ineffectual: in a ſhort time he was 


aid by his beloved wife. After their 


deceaſe, my mother's whole attention was 
centered in me. My father's fondneſs 
for us both was exceſſive: their years 


rolled on in the utmoſt harmony: my 


education was equal to the fortune my 


father intended for me: I made a rapid 


progreſs in my ſtudies, and their partiali- 


'Y looked on me as a miracle of” . 
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I had attained my fifteenth birth-day, 
when my father received a polite invita. 
tion to dine on board an Engliſh veſſel, 
requeſting likewiſe the honour of our 
company, to meet fome ladies. My fa- 
ther returned in. anſwer, we would do 
ourſelves the pleaſure to be of the party. 
I was delighted at the dining in a ſhip, 
as my parents, care would not permit me 
before to go on the water, | 
The day came: we got ſafe on board: 
the veſſel was at a ſmall diſtance from the 
ſhore: we found a large company in the 
cabin: an elegant dinner was provided; 
and a good band of muſic played during 
che entertainment. The company conſiſt- 
ed of nine ladies and ten gentlemen. In 
the evening, we went on deck : not the 
 iighteſt cloud obſcured the luſtre of the 
moon.—“ What a pleafant dance we 
might have,” ſaid one of them. The 


5 word was caught: the muſic played, and 


a dance begun in an inſtant. My partner 
was a young engliſh gentleman. He was 
in the bloom of youth, handſome, gen- 
teel, amiable, and danced gracefully. | 
was delighted; he appeared equally 
charmed. It was midnight before we lctt 
off. A damp fell, which we did not ob- 
ſerve whilſt we were dancing. We got 
into a boat, and landed. I felt chilly, 


went 
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went to bed: in the morning I was una- 
ble to riſe. My mother was alarmed at 
my illneſs. My father, who had follow- 
ed her, took hold of my hand : he per- 
ceived a redneſs. on my ſkin. I com- 
plained of a difficulty in ſwallowing : he 
immediately ſent for a phyſician, who 
pronounced my diſorder was a. ſcarlet 
tever-and malignant ſore throat; defired 
my parents not to venture too near me, 
as it was extremely catching and dange- 
rous. My mother told him, no danger 
ſhould prevent her attendance : indeed, 


it was her opinion, a mother ought not 


to heſitate about any riſk of life, when 
the duty ſhe owed a child made it a neceſ- 
fary ſacrifice ; if he could order any thing 
to prevent the infection, ſhe would readily 


make uſe of it. ; 
% My father confirmed her intentions. 


«© The doctor took his leave, ordering 


what he thought neceſſary. 

« I was in the moſt extreme danger 
a fortnight : at the expiration of which 
period, my dear father had ſymptoms of 
the fever; ard in a few hours was worſe 
than myſelf. —My poor mother's attenti- 


on was now divided: as ſhe was alternate- 


ly attending on my father, and haſtening 
to ſee if there was any alteration in me, 
A few days only could my poor father 


_ ſtruggle 
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ſtruggle againſt the diſeaſe: he was ſeized 
with convulſions: nature gave up the 
conteſt.“ Fo 

Madame Muffei ſhed tears. Lady 
Beaumont inſiſted on her not proceeding 
till the next day. The abbeſs thought 
Violante might then be removed with 
perfect ſafety. Lady Beaumont ſaid ſhe 
would come early, and if Madame Muflei 


Was able, ſhe ſhould hope to hear the con. 


tinuance of her hiſtory. 
She then changed the diſcourſe to live- 


lier ſubjects: ſhe was miſtreſs of the art 


of pleaſing; and, before the took leave, 
obliteratec: the concern viſible in Madame 
Muffei. Soon after, they wiſhed: each 
other a good night. Violante flept well, 


and when ſhe got up, found herſelf ſur- 


priſingly ſtronger than the preceding day. 
Lady Beaumont ſoon after arrived, much 
pleaſed to find Violante in health and ſpi- 
rits. Praiſes of the pious ſuperior were 
repeated by both. She entered the room: 


Violante threw herſelf on her knees and 


kiſſed her hand. Riſe, my child, to 


your Redeemer, not to me, becomes that 


poſture. I have done only my duty: if 
you think yourſelf under any obligation, 


remember lay you under an injunction 


not to mention a word on that ſubject.” 


3 2 Lady Beaumont, is not Violante 
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wrong in addreſſing the creature as ſhe 
would her Creator?“ - he ſmiled. “ My 
child is full of gratitude: did I not fear 
to offend your delicacy, I ſhould be pro- 
fuſe in my acknowledgments,” Ihe ſu- 
erior howed. : | 
Madame Muffei entered. The conver- 
ſation became general. Ihe abheſs was 
wanted. Lady Beaumont deſired Ma- 
dame Muffei to continue her narrative. 
After a little recollection, the; thus pro- 
ceeded :— | | | 
My mother was for ſome time incon- 
ſolable: -had it not been on my account, 
ſhe would molt likely have ſunk. I began 
to recover the day ny father was interred, 
and was pronounced out of danger: they 
did not acquaint ine with his death for a 
long time. It was apprehended the ſhock 
might be of fatal conſequence. My mo- 
ther did not put on her weeds for the 
ſame reaſon. - When I had gained ſuffici- 
ent ſtrength, ſhe broke it to me. It is 
ſcarce poſſible to conceive a more affecting 
ſcene. My mother had not only to combat 
with her own ſorrow ; ſhe had to ſupport 
my grief. I looked on myſelf as my fa- 
ther's murderer. She was an excellent 
Chriſtian. By her diſcourſes my ſpirits 
became calm. I liſtened to her admoni- 
tions, and thought, as ſhe inſtructed me, 
happineſs in religion. 
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My father bequeathed his fortuneequal. 
ly between us: the only difficulty was, 
to get his affairs ſettled: he had no part. 
ner. My mother was unacquainted with 
buſineſs. It was neceſſary to employ a 
lawyer. She choſe one who bore a fair 
character. I fear it had not been put to 
the proof: be that as it may, he ſo ma- 
-naged my father's property, that, far 
from finding herſelf poſſeſſed of a large 
fortune, my mother found it a contract. 
ed one: it was uſeleſs to remonſtrate. 
My father's papers and accounts had been 
laced in his hands: they were returned 
in a mutilated ſtate : they could not be 
rendered of any ſervice : ſhe diſcharged 
moſt of her ſervants ; parted with the 
Houſe ſhe then occupied, and took a {mall 
one, a few miles from Naples. | 
„One evening, riding near. the ſea, 
admiring the beauty of the glaſſy ſurface, 
Il obſerved a fiſhing boat making towards 
land. I ordered my ſervant to enquire if 
they had any fiſh to diſpoſe of. He pre- 
ſently returned, and informed me the 
boat was hired by gentlemen : they had 
caught a quantity, but-which they would 


not ſell: before he had well finiſhed, a 
meſlage arrived requeſting me to accept 
ſome fiſh. My ſervant they would furniſh 
With a baſket. Their politeneſs demanded 

8 | a return. 
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a return. I rode to the ſpot, ' The gen- 
tlemen came round me. I inſtantly recog- * 
nized my Engliſh partner: he fixed his 
eyes on me: I felt my face glow. —Hea- 
yens, what an unexpected tranſport is 
this! exif eee b. 
L have been racked, Madame, with 
the moſt dreadful apprehenſions on your 
account: I heard you was in the utmoſt 
danger; that your life was deſpaired of. 
Tenquired daily after you, till I received 
che joyful aſſurance of your recovery: 
particular buſineſs called me to Malta: 1 
was . detained longer than I intended: 
on my return to Naples, inclination led 
me to your houſe. I pleaſed myſelf with 
the hopes of paying my pete reſpects. 
What diſappointment did I not endure 
when a fervant informed me, it was occu- 
pied by another family; that your mo- 
ther was removed from Naples; where 
he was unable to acquaint, me! I made 
many enquiries after you, with as bad 
ſucceſs. 'I ſhall look on the place; as 
n has reſtored you to my 
ht.“ | *- | SITSIF VE] | 171 14 

wy The other gentlemen finding we 
were acquainted, withdrew to ſome dif. 
tance, which enabled me to reply. I told 
him our income would not admit of gur 
continuing. to reſide at Naples; that gur 
RR ee 
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occaſion. 
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preſent abode, was only a mile. from 
thence; that we lived in the moſt retired 


manner. My only amuſement conſiſted 
In es on horſeback. The civility of 
their © 
"knowledgment. He introduced them by 


er brought me to return my ac- 


their names: each ſaid ſomething on the 


I as taking leaye, when my partner 


deſired them to ſtay a ſhort. time, as he 
-would accompany me part of the way. 
In vain J endeavoured to preyent him: 
he walked by the fide of my h 


ö orle, and 
would not leave me till I got to my mo- 
ther's; then wiſhed; me a, good night, 
and haſtened back to his companions. A 
few mornings after, I was walking with 


my mother, enjoying the cooling breeze, 
in an adjoining grove, the end of which 


was bounded by the road leading to Na- 
19 0 when we perceived two men on 


| "horſeback riding towards us: as, they 
drew nearer, 1 diſcerned one was my 


agreeable Engliſhman: he alighted, gave 


his horſe to his ſervant, intreated my 


o 


mother" to ſuffer him to-take a breakfalt 
at her houſe, as he had left Naples before 
the family where he reſided were ſtirring. 
She aſſured him he would do her a plea- 
{ure and ordered the ſervant to get it im- 


7 


Our houſe was ſmall, but elegant, 


and 


om and commanded a charming proſpect : he [| 
red paid us many compliments on our taſte : 10 
ted is converſation on various ſubjeſts ſnae F --- 
of ed a ſine onder ca highly cultivated. 
ac- My mother invited him to ſtay dinner: 
by the offer was accepted: it was needful to 
the make a little addition: ſhe withdrew to 


8 give orders. As ſoon as the left the room, 
ner he addreſſed me in the language of love. 
he I affteed to treat it as raillery. He was 
ay. too much in earneſt to let me long retain 
m: that idea. I muſt candidly acknowledge 
ind he was far from indifferent before he de- 
no- clared his paſſion. He was eloquent. I 
cht, was artleſs. Ere the return of my mother, 
A I had given him permiſſion. to love me- 
ath It was late when he left us. I informed 
c, her of his declaration. Indeed ſhe was 
ich my confident, my boſon, friend. In- 
Na- ftead of behaving with auſtereneſs, as 
on many would have done, ſhe heard me 
hey with attention: mildly told me to take 
my care I did not ſuffer an hopeleſs paſſion to 
ve deſtroy my happineſs: at preſent it was 
my impoſſible to give her approbation, as 
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faſt ſhe was not acquainted with the fortune I 
ore or connections of Mr. ———e—, if he uh 
ug. meant honourably, he would ſeize the N 
lea firſt opportunity to inform her of both. 4 
im- He ſoon paid her a viſit. 1 tp 1 

My mother took occaſion, when he 4 


I 2 
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was ſpeaking about England, to enguire 
what part he came from, and if his pa- 
Ne living? 0 „ 
I was'born, Madame, in he western. 
- pare of chat kingdom: early in life I re- 
moved to London, where I was placed in 
a compting-houſe:'' my diſpoſition was 
too volatile to let me long remain eaſy in 
ſuch a ſituation: I wrote to my father 
my inclination to ſtudy Italian, which 
would be extremely uſeful in the mer- 
cantile line. He indulged my requeſt, 
and got me letters of recommendation 
to moſt of the places I wis him 1 ould 
viſit: 


and proceeded through France to Genoa, 
5 remained near a year; from 
- thence to Florence, Rome, and' laſtly to 
Naples.” 

Do not you intend, Sir, ſhortly to 


return? Your friends may think 1 


have forgotten them.“ 
* At preſent, Madame, I kvoind ſuch 
intentions. Naples has too many attracti- 
ons for me to think of reſigning. “ 
„ Sir, that is à polite declaration, 
| though J fear not quite ſincere: if indeed 
one of our Nepolitan ladies has made a 
conqueſt of your heart, I don't wonder 
at your, with - 'of remaining; Let me, 


off: © <2!) 1 1 however, 


. bid adieu to * mittee zobwniry, 


(e980 


however, give you a prudent precaution, 
not to endeavour to gain the affections of 
an aimable woman; then, by deſerting, 
occaſion her the moſt deen dore, 
ments.“ 

« He was MEE ET She e 
her lecture: To act nobly, you muſt; 
act candidly : if the lady is à proper 
object of your eſteem, write immediately 
to your friends, gain their conſent, then, 
unite in marriage where you are. already 
united in love. She looked. at him whilſt, 
ſhe was ſpeaking :, his ene fell beneath. 
her penetrating gaze. 

After a ſhort pauſe, . 1 owned the 
juſtneſs of her ſentiments, and truſted his 
happinefs or miſery to her diciſion: he 
acquainted. her with his, n, which 
was the ſole inducement that prevented 
his return: that he would write to his pa- 
rents, and made no doubt of gaining their 
N : intreated L their anſwer 


„ FS 


pox : ſhe 5 not conquer an averſion to 
with inoculation. 


. 
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inoculation: ''My father often endeavour. 
ed to remove the prejudices ſhe had early 
imbibed: he cone not gain her conſent 
to my undergoing tllat operation: ſhe 
was now to feel the effect of that cruef 
diſorder. Near us was a poor” cottage, 
inhabited by a peatant, : : his ike had ſeve- 
Tal childrets; they often had viduals 
from our houſe, which was carried by 
our ſervant; an honeſt, illiterate — . 
One day my mother das enquiring if 
the people were not in great diſtrefs? 
« 'Yes, truly, Madame, and they teturn 
vou a thouſand bleflings ory our charity: 
one, of the boys was oryl ng with t 6 
head- -ache, and has got a raſh all over his 
| body #8 — 
| Nine neee e MY in the 
evening, to carry ſome powders proper 
fora. cath when ſhe fi che id, Ne 
Fas ready to faint: they immedi ately led 
her into the air. Soon as the returned 
home, I obſerved her look pale. I enqui- 
red if ſhe was ill? © My dear, come not 
near me :—the child, Lubin informed 
me had a raſh, I ſound covered with the 
ſmall-pox ? 
« 1 ſtrove to coirſbat her a pprehenſi- 
ons: ſhe was too certain :—a furgeon 1 
ſent for the next morning, confirmed her 


opinion, Denne us to dwoid — 
4 0 m 


OC IEF 
mal food, and uſe no violent exerciſe. 
The infant lived only a fe days. I took 
proper meaſures" to prevent his death 
coming to her Knowledge, and appeared F 
in more than common fpirits, to remove” 1 
the impreſſion Ker viſit had occaſioned. | 

A fortnight had clapſed; and fat 1 
tered myſelf le had eſcaped the dapger. = i 
Like the paſſing of a ſwift cloud, were 1. 
my hopes ; che diſorder began to make | 

its appearance the next day. Fatal and 10 
| z= came the minſter of death ur- (Wit 

! 


f s and FR 9 Tg gave notice. of, 
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, Lovers at our PE I Was 
Aren by kim to my chamber Were he 
affifted in recalling me to lie; order ed, 
the ſurgeon . Not to leave me; gat. 181 
horſeback, and rode away fu f gallop. 
Woe ſunſet he returned in \ Pave, 
origins g with him a phybcian, „ Who, bad 
afacter of poſſeſſing py ils | 1 

the treatment” of the ſmall-pox.. - 

ina ſtrong. delirium: he cau 7 
dows and dobts to be thrown” open. wa 
was lifted off a ſoft bed, laid on à mats 
_ trefs, and pe ermitted to drink lentifully 
of i fprim water : his dire ions Were 
attended 
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attended, with, ſucceſs: in a few hours 
the eruption appeared very diſtinctly: my 
ſenſes returned; my, fever abated; the 
{ymptoms continued to grow more. fa- 
vourable, and promiſed, a 4 8 concluſi- 
on to the malady, which the event ve-, 
T ihed. 2 8 144 
I had only a fight rokking, and, 
in a few days was pronounced out of 
danger. As. 1 grew better, my recol- 
leon returned ;—the. loſs of en 
mother preyed on my ſpirits... i 
Mr., from the | of m 
being ſeized, never left the z0uſe, ex; 
cept the few hours he went to fetch the, 
doctor. ſ 1731 
When I was able to ſit up, he paſ. 
ſed the moſt of his time. in my com- 
pany. L Tearned by de egrees that he had 
taken vpon kimfelf the trouble of. my 
dear mother's funeral, and had her i in- 
terred in a e e eng man- 
ner. r 
4c I ha d now no 8 to conſult: 
I felt myſelf under reat obligations, 
and expreſled: my 8 in the ſincereſt 
terms. By degrees my melancholy abat- 
ed: it Wag Pe poſlible,in his company 
to bedull, He read, played on the flut 
or. ſung a lively re IJ grew, a 


18 his epa, 1 could not think 
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his returning to Naples. I did not en- 
tertain an idea what injury I was doing 
myſelf, by his continuing to reſide in the 
houſe. We lived lix wecks in this man- 
ner. 4 

One morning 1 ventated to ak if 
he did not expect letters from England ?”? 
4 Certainly, my deareſt Serino, and in- 
tended aſking your per miſſion to en- 


quire after tliem, as J apprehend there 


ire ſome now lying at the poſt-office;?* 
bowed aſſent. Ihe next morning he 
ſet off, and returned late in the evening. 


' Lobferved- he looked Oper and ſpoke 


lie. Ne « 1949 
© Have you; Sir, any letters e 1 
have 'only received one.” A figh finiſh- 
ed the ſentence. tro "a0 
7.06 : looked on it as an omen prefaging 
ill. I preſſed him to acquaint me' with 


the purport of his letter. After much 


intreaty, he informed me, it Was from 


his father, who inſiſted on his immediate 


return, as he had propoſals of marriage, 


which would 1 of the utmoſt advan- 


tage. f . D eee 
e Unable to ſpeak; my eyes, bathed 
in tears, I was the repreſentative "of | - 
woe, bereft of parents, and rddations! 


His ſociety vente me from feeling "Þ 
the loſs I had ſuſtained. - T ſind I muſt 


_ loſe 
I 3 
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loſe him for ever, was too much for the 
weak ſtate I was ſtill in. — My head. 
ſwam, my ſight failed! —Had he not 
caught me in his arms, I had fallen at his 
feet When I recovered, 1 found my 
head reſting on his ſhoulder, his check 
cloſe to mine: he preſſed me to his bo- 
ſom, uttered vows of uncealing love and 
conſtancy, beſought me to have the firm- 
eſt reliance on his honour. No power 


on earth could tear him from me: he 


was determined not to leave me again, 
till we were united in the bands of Hy- 


men. I could not give a negative to his 


propoſal: love ſeconded his arguments, 
and pleaded ſo powerfully, that I con- 
fented to accompany him the next day 
to. church : the curate belonging to it 
had attended my mother in * laſt 
agonies: he ſent a letter to him, to di- 
rect that every thing might be ready, 
and deſired he would procure a decent 
man to perform the part of a father: 
@ particular circumſtance made him wiſh 
the marriage might for a ſhort time be 


kept ſecret. The good man returned in 
anſwer, be might depend on his not 


mentioning 2 word of it: his church was 
io an obfcure place: it was ſcarce poſſi- 
ble we ſhould be noticed. My family 


vonſiſed only of two maids and Lubin: 


it 
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it was impoſſible to think of their not 
knowing it: I laid both my maids utr- 
der an injunction not to teff Eubip, or 


any one elſe: and they faithfully promif- 
ed not to divulge it till 1 gave them 


SC EL Z 


per miſſion. = 


2 K 


„„ Mr. ordered Lubit to get our 
horſes ſaddled early in the 7 5 9 


as we 3 täking a ride 


breakfaſt. I muſt inform y6u heb had 
arted with his own fervant for impert- 
inent behaviour, and had not yet hired 


Another lt was a pleaſant rf de 


to the 


ekurck. I could not diveſt myſelf of a 


Head, that this private marriage" 


would 


not prove prolperous; if it "was" againift 
the conſent of his parents. His behaviour = 


was affectionate, and ſo tender 


by potice, 


a3 calculated to remove my ap 99 Ch og 
ons. By the time the prieft joined i us, I 
Was in tederadde ſpifits, and went through 
the awful ceremony w with” becoming 
decency? We then returned home. 
dear "huſband appeared to centre Mis 


whole happineſs in my compan 


hour inereaſed dur mutual felickty. r 
527 


had ſymptoms of Breed 
NOM delighted?” * A child, he 
could In ſtron 
lis parents, who v 


ly in Fi Fur 
re people's large 
deere and bad oy him. M. ſe 1 | 


Each 


fajd, 
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was delivered, he would inform them 
of aur maxxiage, and was certain they 
would: inſiſt. on his bringing me to Eng. 
land with all ſpeed.“ 
Four months Lenjoyed: this tranſport- 
felicity : it was to be ſucceeded by a 
us of ſorrow a. My huſband often wok 
a ride to Naples, to enquire after letters. 
1 was ſurpriſed to hear none came, though 
as it did not make him, uneaſy, it made 
the leſs impreſſion on me. He took leave 
of me early. one morning, to take his 
uſual, ride, promiſing to return in the 
evening.“ Here her voice became bro- 
ken, her ſympathizing audience  drop- 
ped the tear of pity ;. it trickled down 
their cheeks, as the morning dew on 
opening flowers. The mourner hefatat- 
gh roceeded - 
f "The hour he bad fixed was paſty 1 
"became impatient; ; one moment I went 
to the window, then walkedſto the end 
of the grove, Where I. firſt ſa him on 
Horſeback : 1 continued there, looking 
towards Naples till night took from me 
the ſenſe, of ſeeing}, - Weary and alarm- 
ed, I returned home: no dulpand- ar- 
| "rived to diſſipate my terrors! At mid 
"night I threw: myſelf on the bed: ſleep 
fed. —Soon as Aurora made her appear - 


2 in the aſks T called; up the ſeryants 
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ordered Lubin to ſaddle à horſe, and 
dilpatched him to Naples; with directi- 
ons not to return till he had learnt new 
of his maſter.— He aſſured me of his 
diligence. My heart beat with redoubled 
violence. I hook with terror. I trem- 
bled with wild affright : In vain did my 
{trained eyes look for my beloved. Space 
mocked their eager gaze. Minutes ap- 
peared longer than days. I was' on the 
rack of impatience.— Thie evening ſha- 
dows danced on the meadows, When I 
beheld my meſſenger approach i his 
motion was flow ::\his: look ſpcke hor- 
ror! Is thy maſter comin es Where 
have vou left him? she well?! !“?! 
Ihe affectionate peaſant hid! his face 
beneath his cloak :—motionleſs and ſilent 
I-tood : my maids obſerved it, and 
laid me on the bed: they fent for a 
doctor: he found me — my 
ſenſes; bled me, ordered my room to 
be darkened, and kept quiet: I loſt. 
every trace of recollection: ſorrow; fled 
before inſanity: my employment was 
arranging garlands of flowers, which I 
threw away for mocking me. —I ſung 
verſes of my on compoſing, and laugh. 
ed at the ſolemu countenances of my 
ſervants: fancied my phyſician was an 


evil genius, who kept me impriſoned, 
(138237: , to 
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to prevent my marrying 2 ſovereigu 
prince : and was contriving eee 
kchemes to regain any liberty. 

„Three months 1 continued in this 
ſtate of inſenſibility. 1 then began to 
regain . my memory. From a ſtate of 
forgetfulneſs, I paſſed into a ſtate of pro. 
found nielancholy. I enquired not into 
the fate of my lamented; huſliand. 1 
aſked no queſtions. I took no notice of 
my ſituation. My phyſician: took infi- 
nĩte trouble to recover me from the grieſ 
which conſumed my woe - worn Frame. 
I: found by degtees his con verſation be- 
came agreeable; he humoured my difor- 
dered imaginatioh 4 he gently informed 
me of the neceſſity of patience. | I be. 
came attentive to his —— I followed 
his caunſel ; my ſpirits grew calm; rea- 
ſon once more regained its empire. 
When my mind had gained: ſuflici- 
ent fortitude, I ventured to hint my 
wiſh of knowing the extent of my mil- 
fortunes; he prayed me to forbear my 
enquiries till a future period, ſaying, it 
might prove fatal, ifinot: to myſelt, at 
leaſt tothe infant. carried. 1 told him 
had been preparing myſelf for the dread- 


ful intelligence, and was certain I could 
hear it without thoſe events happening 


* humanity apprehended. My 


intreatics 


( 18% ) | 


intreaties prevailed; he acquaiuted | me 
with the following particulars ;— — 

« On your, man's arrival at Naples, 
he went to the, lodging his maſter uſed 
formerly to occupy; the firſt perſon he 
ſpoke to was the landlord; he appeared 
agitated; on, his enquiring, he took 
hold of his hand, and led him into a 
back room —“ There friend, is yeur 
maſter, pointing to a bed, the curtains 
of which were cloſe drawn; on throws 
ing them a little hack, he diſcovered him 

a,corpſe! his death was occaſioned bx 
à wound in the ſide. After the poor fel. 
low Was a little recovered from the 
ſhock ſuch a ſpectacle mult have created 
he learnt that his maſter had been at 
his lodgings, where he found a letter, 
read it, called for a glaſs of water; then 
wrote an auſwer, font; it by a porter, who 
brought back word the gentleman; would 
attend. It was duſkiſli when he left the 
houſe. In leſs than two hours he Was 
brought breathleſs back. Early this 
morning, a gentleman called, who: has 
given, orders to a perſon that came with 

im, to make a ſtrong leaden coſſin, as 
the body was to be carried to Cagland, 
to be interred with his anceſtors- Af. 
ter your ſervant found he could not learn 
Wore: of this melancholy. event, he re- 
alt turned 
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turned home. I have ſince been inform. her 1. 
ed, that his body was the following night of tl 
privately removed, and put on board .. 
a ſhip, which failed' the next morving : 
where he was carried, I cannot learn, a3 
| ſeveral veſſels ſatled at the ſame time.“ 
Till he had concluded his drreful 
narrative, I did not once interrupt his 
diſcourſe, tho* torne by conflicting paſli- 
ons: tears and ſighs were theonly evidences 
I'diſcovered of an agonizing heart: he read 
what . — in my mind with the ſolicitude 
of a pa he ſoothed, comforted; and 
e of e e er d br 
take his edu 1 5 returned, hy. more 
tranquility. HEELS 
The time of my lively Meine | 
near, my worthy friend perſuaded me 
to lie in at Naples, where F could be 
provided with every thing neceffary. 1 
conſented.” A lodging was taken: the 
following week L took poſſeſſion. I ſent 
cards to my three couſins, the only re- 
lations I had: two of them took no 
notice: the third wrote me an anſwer: 
the purport of it was, * {he wondered 
at my aſſurance, as the infamous life 
had led ſince my mother's death, would 
preclude 3 charadter from enter- 
ing any houſe where I reſided!“ Con. 
tempt and pity were the only . 
Dini. cr 
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her letter excited · I have {carce tho ught 
of them ſinee, tho! they are yet livieg:- 
A axe ov after my removal, I be- 
came t er of a ſon, Who appeared 
to band ade no injury by! the misfor-· 
tunes of his parents. My doctor provi- 
ded a healthy woman to ſucele him, as 
he feated my attempting it, would in- 
jure us both. I chriſtened him the fame. 
name as his father, which was Charles.“ 
—Lady Beaumont turned pale, and ſighs" 
ed: Madame Muffei obſervedithe effects: 
though ſhe dared not to aſk the reaſon, 
feeling an awe in the preſence of che Ba- 
roneſs, which hourly increaſed. My 
dear boy was a ſource of amuſement and 
ſorrow : whilſt I folded him Fas my bo- 
ſom, my tears wetted his face: cvery- 
feature | bore che reſemblance of bis fa- 
ther: his innqcent ſmiles filled my heart 
with anguiſh, whilſt his graſping hands I 
— ie with kiſſes. At the concluſion 
of my month, I returned to the coun- 
try,/ where. the good. phy ſician promiſed, 
often to pay me viſits, ehe he truly: 
performed. ak Kh 0 
When my darling: was thres months 
dd, 1 had him inoculated - the.,crupti- 
on Was trifling: he ſpeedily. recovered, 
ind grew a ſtout little fellow. Nothing 


particular gecured the eight following 
Wwe” X years: 


| i accompliſh his learning 
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years: my delight was centered in my 
child: I nay ao him in the nota 
of Latin, which I could eaſily perform, 
by the help of books my friend ſupphed 
me with. His memory was retentive, 

J made ſtudy his amuſement. The ſcho- 


lar:now 


began to require an abler teacher 


and once more dere te Na. 
His progreſs in the languages was 
rapid. I liſtened” to the praiſes of his 


maſters with a mother's fondneſs. My 
friend aſſured me, bis underſtanding! 
Was of the firſt rate; and. I determined 


to ſpare no coſt on his! education.” 
Several years paſſed in à wangalk 
manner. I Was ewes experience freſh 
trials. 1had, as ſoon” as iny ſon could 
comprehend the meaning of words, told 
him his father was an Engliſn man. A8 
he grew older, I informed him of the 


cataſtrophe that deprived me of him, of 
his body's being carried to Eng land, 
where his relations reſided, who, had 

| reaſon to think; were people 
Often did he make me repeat the tale; 


e of Wrtune⸗ 


His cheeks would © fluſh; one moment 
with rage at his father's death being yet 
unrevenged; the next, his eyes diſſolved 
in pity for the ſorrow of lis mother. 
5 3 mac * * 'T 2 
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I ſold my 
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but little of it. His father ſpoke” Italian 
perfectly well, and choſe to converſe in it. 
He purchafed a grammar, which was his 
conſtant companton, and made a profici.! 
ency in the language, without other 
afliſtance. I expoſtulated with him on 
the uſeleſſneſs of his ſtudy, as I deſigned 
him for holy orders, by the advice of my 
good friend, who flattered me his learn- 
ing would cauſe him to riſe to the ſum- 
mit of church preferment. His counſel! 
united with my wiſhes, to ſecure him 
from the vices, follies, and paſſions of 
the world : thoſe paſſions, whoſe unre- 
ſtrained violence had fatraficed the fa-: 
ther, might in a moment deprive me 
of his ſon. My wiſhes proved abortive: 
ſchemes far different from my intentions, 
employed his every thought: he made 
1 practiſe to rife early, put his books iu 
his pocket, walk till he grew tired; then, 
under ſome friendly ſhade, ſit down and 
ſtudyy; returning to dinner. 
One day when he was, as thought, 
taking his uſual exerciſe, a porter brougik 
me a letter: the ſuperſcription I knew 
was my ſon's writing: my hands trem- 
bled as I broke it open, —I hid it down, 
AI became more reſolute, I read it. 
my ſurpriſe was equal to the grief it 
plunged me into: he informed me, his 
880 reſolution 
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reſolution had long been fixed, to viſit 
England, which he now had an oppor- 
tunity of doing: he begged pardon for 
his thus abruptly leaving a mother, whoſe 
tenderneſs and care it would be his glory, 
to merit: that he, was, impelled by an 
irreſiſtible impulſe to find out, if poſlible, 
Who was his unhappy ſire: when that 
Was accompliſhed, the next ſtep ſhould 
be, to trace out his aſſaſſin: that duiy 
performed; he would fling himſelf at 
my feet, aſæ my pandon for his wander- 
ings, dedicate the remainder of his life 
to fulſil my withes and merit my ap- 
plauſe.—I was told by my. ſervant, that 
dinner was ready: I bid him go. inſtantly 
to my friend, and deſired he would re- 
turn with him, as an affair of the utmoſt 
conſequence demanded his immediate 
advice; fortunately he was, at home. | 
was traverſing the room in unutterable 
ſorrow, when he entered. I attempted 
to ſpeak; tears were my words: he 
took, notice of the letter on the floor, 
and concluded it would explain the myſ- 
tery of my preſent unhappineſs:; he read 
it; his aſtoniſhment equalled mine; yet, 
fortitude ſoon | reſtored him to recollec- 
tion; he. endeavoured to. diſſipate; my 
terrors, by obſerving, there was nothing 


in it either to blame or alarm myſelf: 
| 4 5 from 


Ja 


My ei, till he Wals learn his father's 
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from the warmth of youth, and affection 
to the memory of an unhappy parent, lie 
was gone to perform a laudable, though 
eccentric; act of duty: that it was not 
improbable he micht gain the wiſhed- 
for intelligence: as to the intimation 
of revenging his father's death, it was 
almoſt pa probabili 264 a5 at the He 
it happened; no information could he 
gained: he made no the leaſt" doubt 6f 
his returning in a few months: and; for 
my ſatisfaction, he would endeavour 
to learn what veſſel he had embarked in, 
and write to an acquaintance in London, 
to ſupply. him with caſh: he ſpoke: 
he appeared à meſſenger from — 
ſent to comfort, to ſave me, from . 
| ſubmitted to my deſtiny, x.. 
« Several'captaitis to whom: he's 
ed, returned for anſwer, they: had ſeen 
no youth of his deſcription, nor had any 
thip failed that day, though e were 
nearly loaded. 

heard no tidings of him ber "tws 
months, when I received a letter; 8 
from London, informing me, of his being 
in good health; that he had got no inſight 
into his father's hiſtory; that he was de- 
termined not to return till that was ac- 
compliſhed. He had taken the name of 
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rank and family; defired I would direa WM my 
to him, to be left at the poſt-oſſice in nig 
London; concluding with aſſurances of led 
love and duty. I lhewed my Wh the MW the; 
letter. trot 
] informed him 1 would now put {+ 
in practice what I often wiſhed before to MW 1 d 
have been able todo: that was to retire M fam 
to this convent. ,-The abbeſs I had long WM but 
been acquainted with: though our friend. M enq 
ſhip, from various cauſes, had ſuffered M inc 
interruption, it had never been deſtroy i _ < 
ed: 1 had made her frequent viſits, and a lil 
found our ſentiments, coincided. M/ tun 
worthy friend highly approved of my in- The 
tentions, and helped me to diſpoſe of my WM bor 
effects, I made my wall, ſettled all my ban 
affairs, bid adieu to a tempeſtuous world, riſe 
. and: fought refuge from it in my afflicti- WF - 
ons, within theſe peaceful walls, where eſt 
religion inſtructs, — faith directs, —hope MW ack: 
ſupports, —and charity leads to eternal had 
felicity. plet 
Seven years have now paſſed ſince lM the 
ſeen my ſon. I have, during that time, W wit 
received but a few letters: the laſt in. ſopl 
formed me, he was to leave England the cau, 
next day; two years are ſince elapſed: | .N 
remain at this time totally ignorant of WM poſc 
his fate. I daily offer up prayers for his 
. return; could I once more behold him, 
w 


q 939 
my every with would be granted. Two 


nights ago hea 1 1117 to me in my ſleep, 


led by his fat ſtrove to embrace 


Ben ; I held. my ſon; his, father leaped 


from my graſp! At that inſtant L awoke. 
When I took up my reſidence here, 
1 drop Rey my ,own name, and took the 
{ame that my ſon had done. I «ſee. none 


but my old friend, who makes proper 


enquiries after letters, and has: directions, 
in cale my ſon arrives. 
I have now concluded the hien of 
a life marked with a profuſion of misfor- 
tunes. Time has ſoftened their ſeverity. 
The reſemblance of your features, Lady, 
bore ſuch a ſimilitude to thoſe of my huſ- 
ce as to cauſe the emotion which gave 
riſe to your enquiries. “ 

„% Lady Beaumont, who felt the ſtrong 
eſt compaſſion and ſenſibility, — 
acknowledgments for the 
had laid her under; then 
plete, your goodneſs, by informing m 
the name of your huſband ? Myheart — 
with doubt ir She ſunk. 4 on the 


ſopha. Madame Muffei and planes 
caught her in their arms. | 


Madame Muffei beſought her to com- 
poſe. her. agitated. ſpirits ; ſhe muſt pre- 
pare to hear a name Which 


tot dant 


painful taſk: ſhe 
ſaid, 28 . | 


would require | 
4 del fortitude. Tears, the atten- 
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dant ha relldver of woe, fell in torrents 
ef from her eyes. Lady Beau mont recovered 
her ſpeech; ! Keep me not in ſulpenſe, 
if you wiſh ime to remain Wine! in this 
clay tenement? “?“ 
Madame Muffei heſitated a moment; 
then pronounced“ * his name was Bran. 
2 MONT!” T? | 
My fon!” exclaimed the Baroneſs; 
her dend fell on the boſom of her daugb. 
ter. Violante rung for aſſiſtance. The 
abbeſss medical knowledge recalled her 
Pong 8 the conflict of contend. 
ng paltons, by degrees ſubſided ; ſhe 
red to be indulged with a few mi. 
55 private meditations. The ladies 
left the room. The abbeſs told Lady 
Beaumont they would return in halt 
"an hour! / 
Mrs. Beaumont, as ſhe Wuſt now be 
- called, retired to her chamber. Violante 
accompa nied the ſuperior, who took oc- 
- eaſion, "from the: Rene they had been 
ators of, to enforce the neceſſity of 
„Atgpiltp in the tranſactions” of this 
World: hopes of ſeeing better days, ſup. 
ported the unfortunate, whilſt the fear 
of impending misfortune, checked pre. 
ſumption in the proſperous; her voice 
us plaintive; her manner gentle; per- 


 fuafion and example united with benevo- 
18515 lence, 


vine woman; 
longer abſence.” 


World 
They found Lady Beaumont ſitting by 
her new. diſcovered daughter, in deep 
diſcourſe: 


Ars. bs 7 May, my 


E444; 3.4 0 
! 4 
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lence, to lead the virtuous to peace, the 
Ainner- to the path of repentance. Her 
young friend liſtened to her diſcourſe; 
he forgot what had paſſed; her ſoul felt 
its ſuperiority, and lifted her thoughts 


The clock truck AY, « We muſt 
return to Lady Beaumont,“ ſaid the di- 
5 bumanity 1 8 1 


to heaven. 


Violante ſighed, e fled. * = the | 
again took poſſeſſion of her heart. 


they motioned torretire. , 
My beloved Violante, and you, good 


Lady, rejoice with, me: I-have found a 


daughter! May heaven reſtore my grand- 
ſon .“ Her , looks had acquired: their 
uſual. dignity. : they congratulated \ chem 
on their proſpect of happineſs. 

My child,“ ſaid the B aronefs,” tak- 
ing. Violante's hand, ep ref — 8 5 I. ſhall 
ever retain the ſame affection for you, 
as if this diſcovery had ngt com to l ht. 
Indeed, could my fondeſt wiſhes be ful. 


filled, they would. centre in Teeing vou 
| united to my grand-ſon,?” 


are. ., Pea Bang preſſed the hand 
Lady Beaumont 0 did not hold, to. her 


rove worthy” his 
my q wile | 


2 &@ 
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noble relations, and this amiable crea. 
ture.” She bluſhed !—Mr. Mazirire, not 
Lord Beaumont, was the occaſion. A 
lay: ſiſter informed them the carriage 
"walted. 
„ For once, faid the abbefs, © It 
me give your ſervant orders,— * vou 
dine here to-day.” ? 
„ ſhould not be worthy your friend. 
hip, if I refuſed your. requelt. Let them 
come in the evening, 
The bell proclaimed the hour of repaſt 
_ Lady. Beaumont requeſted to dine with 
the community; . followed the ab- 
beſs to the Refectory; ſhe introduced 
thoſe nuns they 04 not before ſeen, 
with a politeneſs that would grace the 
drawing room of a ſovereign. 
Before Lady Beaumont went, ſhe told 
her daughter, it would be neceſſiry to 
Procure à certificate of the marriage, ty 
prevent any objections which the next 
e to the fortune might wiſh to ſtart, 
Mrs. Beaumont was ſenſible of the truth 
of the obſervation, and offered to 
I accompany her to church; the did not 
feel herſelf quite ſatisfſed till Lady 
Beaumont had examined her ſon's 
chan d- writing; having never received let. 
ters from him, it was the only way, to 
 accotripliſh her wiſh; wy returned home 


: * 
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ranged; ſhe was ſcarce able to bear the 


„ 
fatigued; the Baroneſs found herſelf de 


rturbation it had thrown her into. 


Violante perceived her agitation, and 


endeavoured to divert her thoughts to a 


leſs intereſting ſubject, —it was 1mpoſliblez 


ſhe aroſe from her ſeat. I am injuring 
our health, my dear; let us retire; I 


will pray for firmneſs, to bear the reſtora- 


tion of a loſt hope, or to find that hope 


deſtroyed.” They ſeparated for the night. 


Tired nature's ſweet reſtorer, balmy 


_ Teep, (as Dr. Young elegantly expreſ- 


ſes it) wrapped them in his oblivious 


.// mantle ; their nerves recovered from the 
ſhock they had ſuſtained. 


Lady Beaumont aroſe, calmly determi- 


ned to meet the height of human happi- 

neſs, or the loweſt ebb of miſsfortunes, as 
a chriſtian. | 

__ - Violante was thinking of Mr. Mazi- 
rire, when the Baroneſs entered her apart- 


ment. Never did ſhe look more beauti- 


ful: her eyes ſparkled: there was a glow 
in her cheeks, a Titian might imitate, 
but never equal! She beheld her with 
attention. Oh ! that Lord Beaumont 
might return, and behold you with more 
than a mother's fondneſs! Bluſhes of 


a deeper dye ſuffuſed her face and neck, 


Breakfaſt waits, my dear: are you 
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ready?“ —“ Tam, my Lady ; and am 
happy to find your looks are-intitled:to 
the compliments you beſtowed on mine.” 
„ Violante, a truce do flattery : let us 
haſten to my amiable daughter.“ They 
made a ſpeedy breakfaſt, and were ſoon 
at the convent. 
Mrs. Beaumont was waiting in the 
arlour. Seven years had elapſed ſince 
'the heheld the ſtreets of Naples: her 
knees trembled as ſhe paſſed through the 
paſſage leading to the outer gate, like 
the tempeſt beaten mariner, who fears to 


*venture on the foaming main, where he 


has ſuffered ſhipwreck ! Though her ab- 
ſence was only for a few hours, ſhe 
dreaded left thoſe ſhould | prove the ſource 
of freſh misfortunes. 

Lady Beaumont ſaluted and congratu- 
lated her on the occaſion” of her leaving 
the convent, deſiring ſhe might give 
directions to the ſervant where to drive: 
he was under ſome difficulty to recol. 
lect the road. When they arrived at the 
church, Mrs. Beaumont ſent to deſire 
he attendance of the prieſt: he ſervant 
Joon returned: not ſo the divine: the 
fame who married them: the diſtance 
Was trifling between his humble dwel. 
ling and the church: ſcarce a minute 
avall to the young: and healthy; it was 

4 along 
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along way to him; age and infirmity 
had unſtrung his ſinews; his ſtiſſened 
joints were impelled forward with pain; 
his white hairs were thinly ſcattered on 
his temples, like a majeſtic edifice, which, 
after it has kept its dignity for ages, is 
forced at laſt to owe its ſupport to tome 
friendly buttreſs ; ſo did the good man 
preſerve his tottering frame from falling, 
by the aſſiſtance of a ſtaſf. When he had 
reached the carriage, he enquired what 
was wanted ? Mrs. Beaumont informed 
him. 1 wil give you what you re- 
quire.“ | 4 
They went into the churck: the prof 
of their marriage, and the hand-writing 
of Mr. Beaumont was ſoon diſcovered. 
When ſhe beheld the ſignature of her 
ſon, ſhe dropped a tear on the page,— 
ſhe looked at her daughter,—the look . 
was contagious. The certificate obtain- 
ed, Lady Beaumont offered the old gen- 
teknan a handſome preſent, which he de- 
clned. She deſired him to "diſpoſe of 
it in charity: he bowed. They entered 
the carriage, extremely depreſſed, which, 
by degrees, diſſipated. _- 12 1 
They ſtopped at the convent.—Lady 
Beaumont pre vailed on her daughter 
to dine with them: ſhe alighted for an 
— to prevent the abbeis being un- 
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The excerciſe and freſh air gave hey 


an appetite. In the evening the returned 


home. Fain would the Baroneſs have 


1 her to reſide wholly with her. 
olitely the declined the invitation, as 
ſhe had made a vow, when ſhe entered 
the convent, never to ſleep out of it till 
the return of her ſon. 

They had a long converſation on the 
ſubject of Mr. Beaumont's paſſing for a 
merchant ; they agreed in opinion, that 
it was done to prevent his father from 
hearing of his marriage. | 

Lady Beaumont obſerved, that the 
clergyman who acted as his tutor, proved 
a diſgrace to the cloth; he was ever 
getting drunk, and at laſt fell a ſacrifice 


to his darling paſſion ; he died of a fit of 
intemperance at Rome. From that hour 


he had no one to control his actions; it 
was impoſſible to form a thought what 
could have given occaſion to the fatal 


duell. The firſt notice his father receiv- 


ed, was from a friend in London, who 
informed him of the loſs of his ſon, and 
that his body was on board a veſſel in 

the river. yy. q. 4-4 
The diſcourſe turned to her grandſon ; 
ſhe lamented leſt he might never return ; 
that if he retarded it for any length of 
time, her thread of life might be e _ 

| 1 2 * 
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proves it, it will give me pleaſure.” Cer- 


ing Mademoiſelle to join her voice to 
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ed, or the might have loſt her reaſon» 
faculties, and dwindle to ſecond: 
childhood. | 
Poor Mrs. Beaumont was unable to 
afford her any comfort; her tenderneſs 
apprehended that ſomething dreadful had 
prevented her receiving any intelligence. 


Violante, who had been all attention, 


was deſirous to amuſe them; ſhe aſked; 
Lady Beaumont, if ſhe ſhould ſing her. 
favourite tune. If my daughter ap» 


tainly,” ſaid the amiable lady; “ no- 
thing ſooner harmonizes the ſpirits than 
muſic.” Violante ſung charmingly ; her 
voice was melodious.' Lady Beaumont 


was all ear; her daughter all rapture; 


they applauded her performance. 
Mrs. Beaumont ſaid, © My dear Lad 
may I intreat you to afli me in s Lads 


our. nuns next Wedneſday, being the 
Feaſt of St. Cecilia“ ?? 
„Daughter, if there was pron unde I 
8 aſk. my lovely child to Want Your 
ebre.” 


he thought herſelf honoured, and would 
certainly attend: 

Lady Beaumont, though ber en 
ter would not leave the convent, obtain- 
2 + RE ed 


Yighate, with a A aſſured them, 
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ed her promiſe to dine with her twice a 
week. In return, they were to paſs one 
afternoon at the convent. They did not 
out the next day till the evening, 
When they took a ſhort airing. On their 
return, they found à card from Mrs. 
Beaumont, requeſting their company the 
followingafternoon, to meetthephyfician, 
whoſe goodneſs had | orefervedinhek She 
ſent for anſwer, they would gladly pay 
their reſpects to ſuch a worthy räder. | 
On their arriving, they found Mrs. 
Beaumont in the parlour, fitting- by a 
venerable gentleman, whom the intro- 
duced as Doctor Benini : his behaviour 
was courteous and unaſſuming jhe con- 
. gratulated Lady Beaumont on the ſingu- 
lar manner in which Providence had re- 
fored her hopes of an heir; from the 
knowledge he had of him v. hen A youth, 
he was" ſure by this time to have one 
an accompliſhed; amiable man; though 
unable to excuſe him for not writing 
to his mother, yet he made no doubt, 
when they had the ſatisfaction to hold 
him in their embraces, he would give 
ſick reaſons as would fully.” note 
 hisr6nduet. 
Mrs. Beaumont mentibned to her mo- 
ther, that ſhe had omitted tb ne 


her che name of ber aner 
5 was 


— 
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was Muffei, which ſhe had aſſumed, ſoon 
after receiving the firſt letter from her 
ſon, to avoid the impertinence of viſitors, 

and prevent their finding her place of 
reſidence. The carriages came nearly 
together, Lady Beaumont invited Doc- 
tor Benini and her daughter to dinner 
the next day, which they accepted, and 

promiſed to wait on her early: 

Lady Beaumont made it a practice to 
ſend daily to the poſt-oftice; no letters of 
conſequence had yet been received. 

Early the next morning, the ſervant 
brought one directed for Mademoiſelle. 
Violante; ſhe opened it; from Father 
Felix; it was a long one; ſhe was agitat- 
ed as ſhe read. nan 

“ My dear,” ſaid the Baroneſs, © yo 
are alarmed?” „ Will your Ladyſhip 
read it? I can ſcarce comprehend the 
contents.” It was to the following pur- 

ort A 2 "8 
Nee Father Felix had been extremely unea- 
ſy at not hearing from his dear child for x 
long ſpace of time: from this ſtateof doubt, 
he had heen relieved by receiving her Tet- 
ter. dated Montpelier, acquainting him ot 
various hardſhips ſhe had gone through; 
and her happy intro ucklon to Lady 
Beaumont: he prayed for the health and 
continuance of ſuch a freind the foriet 


( 202 ) 


letters ſhe had ſent never came, nor had 
any one from Montpelier call'd on him. 
The Marquis was gone from Milan to Ma- 
drid, and it was uncertain how long he 
might remain there: Lord Raymond, to 
the ſurprize of his ſurgeons, was recover- 
ed, anda few days before had ſet off for 
England: Mr. Mazirire had written, 
and incloſed a letter, which he deſired 
him to deliver to his beloved Violante ; 
he was fearfulit might miſcarry, there- 
fore he ſhould not ſend it till he received 
her anſwer; he propoſed ſhortly return- 
ing to Milan, having heard Lord Ray- 
mond was out of danger : Father Cle- 
ment was hourly expected, which he was 
extremely glad to hear, and ſhould make 
it his buſineſs to call on him as ſoon as 
poſſible, to diſcover if he could not give 
; Jome information reſpecting the will of 
Mr. Le Merchant ; as to the nephew, he 
was going on in his old path, oppreſling the 
indigent, and: defrauding the innocent : 
Madame Villeroy he had once accidental- 
ly met in the ſtreet; ſhe hung down her 
\ Head, and haſtily paſſed him: he con- 
cluded, with recommending her to re- 
member her Creator in the days of proſ- 
hperity, as in the days of adverſity, that re- 
membrance would prove a comfort, when 
all che riches of the worldwill not keg i 
| n 


/ 
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fn a poſtſcript written in a hurry, he 
exclainis, © This inſtant I am told there 
js a gentleman enquiring after a female 
child; left in the hands of a prieſt; many 
efits back. I will go learn if you are 
che object of his reſearches: prepare to 
have tie reſult by the next poſt. Farewel.“ 
When Lady Beaumont had finiſhed the 
letter, the all, My dear Violante may 
depend on it, her parents are before this 
time known to Father Felix: the diſco- 
very / will be fortunate, N it may 
cauſe me to loſe my darling" bonn H 
Heaven forbid, Lady! the: Know- 
ſedge” of my birth ſhould ſeparate me 
from you! If my parents are noble; they 
will venerate the preſerver of their child : 
| ſhould poverty be their lot, they muſt 
rejoice at the fortunate ſituation which, 
by your goodneſs JLenjoy: as for other 
hopes, they are at preſent vague as the 
floating goſſamer ; your wiſhes I make 
no doubt, are for'my- dappinec⸗ Mo! vine 
Lady Beaumont Was about to reply, 
when her daughter ind Doctür Benimi 
entered. The Baroneſs informed them 
of the letter and its contents. Mrs. Beaw- 
mont felt the ſtrongeſt attachment / ib: Vi. 
olante, and formed hopes, if her ſon re- 
turned, ſhe wouldby degrees forget Mr. 


Mazirire, and, AS „ ey uſt necellarily 
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1 
be often in each other's company, love, 
unobſerved, might enter, and crown her 
wiſhes in their union. Lady Beaumont 
| intreated her daughter not to mention a 
| word further to Violante on the ſubject, 
| it being of ſuch a delicate nature, though 
| it had her hearty-/- approbation——” 
Amen,“ faid. doctor Benini.— They 
were more cheerful than uſual. Mrs. 
Beaumont diſcovered ſuch a vein of lively 
humour, as demonſtrated judgment and 
underſtandingg 1 hee ee 
Ihe next day, being Sunday, was paſl. 
ed by the ladies in devotion; in which, 
though they differed in outward form, 
they united in adoring their Saviour, and 
in the ſame mutual benevolence to his 
r 5 $6 438675 
Lady Beaumont and: Violante repair 
| ed early on Monday to the convent, to 
| aflift:iri the rehearſal. of the Muſig that 
| was to be performed, on the Wedneſday. 
| They had, by the deſire; of Mrs. Beau- 
| mont] alloted to Vielante the principal 
part; and where impatient to hear if her 
voice equalled the praiſes beſtowed on it. 


then turning to the abheſs, ſaid, ſhe 
would take care to be>pertect by the day 
ane, . 1121841 
My dear child, your obliging in- 
tentions merit the trueſt thanks: from 


| \  $keqtudied the notes for; a few minutes; 


the 
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the fweetnels of your voice in converſati. 

6 's * LN | - Ii. i 11.74 i 8 
on, Ithink it, not diſſicult to judge of its 

melody.” They proceeded to the gallery 


belonging to, chapel : ſome of the nuns. | 


played on, different , inſtruments :* two 
whoſe voices were moſt eſteemed, ſung 
part of the anthem with Violante: the 
reſt occaſionally joined in chorus. Vio- 
lante far ſurpaſied her competitors. The 


expectation, which they had formed, was 


= 


= TED ct Ld Bey 51 
| When the rehearſal was over, the ab- 
beſs ſaid, taking her hand, My dear, 
in you are united many excellencies: mo- 
deſty is your brighteſt jewel, and that 
which gives luſtre to the reſt.“ Violante 
made a low curteſy, and returned to the 
parlour, Mrs. Beaumont embraced her. 
The Baroneſs prefled her daughter to re- 
tarp: Wn. then eee 
CXCuice,, r 

Next, day they again attended the re- 
hearſal: they dined and aid till the hour 
of veſpers, promiſing to be early at, the 


inünitely ſhort of the delight ſhe occaſi- 


- 
: : 1 


e oor os 
Violante was fatigued: the Baroneſs 
would nos take her eyening-airing : they 
retired to reſt : the enſuing morning they 
forſook · cheir pillows, and drefled * them- 
ſelves ſor the day. Lady Beaumont's 

: Was 


E 206 J 
Was grave: Violante's, a white muſlin, 
ornamented with lilac ribbands : : ſhe look. her x 


ed ſimply elegant: her br at hair ful i. 


flowed looſely down her back: unconſci- unalt 
ous of charms, ſhe charmed the more. fortu 
They were ſoon at the convent. | Violan- ing tl 
te, when the performance was to begin, when 
left the Baroneſs, and went to the gallery. ble t 
—The chapel: was filled with genteel com- queſt 
any: a curtain prevented the performers found 
from being gazed at, which aſſiſted to which 
give confidence, and enable her to ex- myrt! 
ert her voice to its utmoſt powers. foliag 
Whilſt ſhe was lipging, there was a buſtle fragr 


in the chapel. A 8 fainted, WW rays « 
| fu ppoſed fron the heat : he Was carried the 
into the air: all was again quiet. At the till tl. 
concluſion, on aſking | or Lady Beaumont, W dinne 
the abbeſs, told her not to be alarmed : As 
the ladies had heard news of Lord Beai- laate 
mont, Which had cauſed them to leave the WM fat do 
convent for a ſhort tiine; they wha call WM had n 
for her on their return: M while the WM lie de 
"would uſe her e ndeayours 0: Neven that 
z2ort ſpace proving tedious. © 
> Violante was extremely fu iſed at 
this ms ph though pleaſed at hear- 
ing Lady Beaumont was likely to eb her 
grand - ſon, yet the hints both a drop 
bs; made her fearful, gif Lord Beauthont 


e ad a kippened to * 
* er 


6 


her perſon, they might think it Ungrate⸗ 


ful in her to refuſe: yet her heart was 
unalterably attached: neither rank or 


fortune ſhould ever occaſion one waver- 


ing thought! She was loſt in theſe ideas, 
when the abbeſs aſked, if it was; agreea - 
ble to take a walk in the grove. The 


queſtion recalled her recollection; they 


found a refreſhing coolneſs : the trees 
which formed alhade, conſiſtedof oranges, 
myrtles, and pomegranates, whoſe thick 


foliage, intermixed with golden fruitand 
fragrant bloſſoms,” kept off the ſcorching 
rays of the meridian ſun, and courted 


the flying zephyrs. Here they, remained 
till the OY n gave notice of 


dinner. | 
As the ladies were gs 3 Vio- 


lazte dined: in the refectory; at leaſt, 
ſit down at the table; for appetite the 
had none. The abbeſs perſuaded her to 
lie down: ſleep ſhed its 1 on her 
eye-lids, and held her in His dominion 
ſome hours: ſhe awoke in health. | 

Lady Beaumont returned, and delired 
to' be excuſed alighting, as Oy: Wuslex- 
tremely tired. 4 10 7. 

Violante politely thanked: abs WEED 
for her attention, defiring her Warne 


remembrance to = mpg. Ah. 
7 41 a * c « My 
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% My dear child, you have amply 
compenſated for the trifling aiſiſtance we 
have offefed, by the obligations you have 
laid us under: permit me, in the name 
of my community, to return our acknow. 
ledgments. Could you have heard halt 


the handſome compliments beſtowed on 
. your ſinging, it muſt. have convinced 


u how extremely ſenſible we ought to 
be of the favour! May heaven guard, 
otect, and claim you for its own! Fare- 
wel og n banhute 1114 e 
Violante made a curteſy, and with- 


* * 
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drew: ſhe found Lady Beaumont in a 


hurry of ſpirits, which ſhe endeavoured 
to conceal,” congratulated her on having 
heard news of Lord Beaumont, and en- 
quired after his mother; ſhe then deſired 
to learn the particulars which occaſioned 
them to leave the convent, and where 


* 


they had ſince been. 


My dear, 1 have. ſeen my grand- 
ſon: I have held him in my arms: the 
expreſs image of his father! Did you not 


hear a gentleman fainted in the;chapel?” 


I did, Madame.” That was Lord 
Beaumont.“ © You amaze me!“ It 
is true. I was liſtening to your ſinging: 
every perſon was attentive: your voice 


- and judgment were equally admired! 


My daughter, who was fitting by me, at 
* | once 
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ohce turned pale as death: her eyes fix- 
ed on à gentleman, ſupported in the 
arms of two others: they carried him in- 
to the air. I deſired Mrs. Beaumont to 
leave the chapel. With difficulty I led 
her into the parlour: ſhe. had a wildneſs 
ja her looks, which alarmed me. I be- 
ſought her to acquaint. me, if the gentle - 
man who was carried out, was the occaſi - 
on.— My '/on.” As the, pronounced 
the words. I felt a ſenſation o which I 
can give no adequate idea. We looked 
at each other: tears gave relief; ſhe was 
now able to inform me, ſhe wag certain 
of his being her long abſent child: the had 
obſerved him from the begining of the 
anthem: though he was too intent to taxe 
notice of ought beſide, his eyes acciden- 
tally * encountered hers. He . fainted.. 
Scarce had ſhe finiſhed ſpeaking, when a 
ay: ſiſter informed us, a gentſeman inthe; 
buter parlour was extremely anxious, t 
he admitted. It is he Let me fly.!” 


2 8 


ny child!“ He togk hold of his mother's 
lands, and preſſed them to his lips; then, 
filling on his knees, faid, . Forgiye your, 
bn; it ſufferings may plaid for pardon, 


—[ may hope for your ss. 
hs | | | boy Sp cak | 


| 


be 
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* Speak not of pardon: you never did 
offend... Where — you men? What 
has befallen you?“ 

* Deareſt mother, I will i 


at more leiſure.” 
% Do ſo, my darling. —Lady Beau. | 


rm you 


mont, ſee, he is returned to me,—to- 
you, — to happineſs —lct us haſten to his 
arms! 199 

| «© Davghter, I will "end you; yet 
Ft we fri behold his features: It is my 


ſon!” I exclaimed, —* my Charles,. — 
e What mean 
you, Madam? Mother, can you explain?“ 

„ will, dear youth: Vour father 
was my only child heir to a princely 
fortune: he being deceaſed, it is yours. 


my murdered Charles ! Pn 


Fwill take care you ſhall be veſted in the 
eſtates and title of Lord Beaumont.” 


4 Am I alive !—Something Thad 
fortune! ti e!—It cannot ber FAY ſenſ 
Wander.“ ; 


« Oh! Charts; 
| —you' are indeed Lord Beaumont: 
| Dok on this noble lady, whoſe leaſt wort 
zs rank and fortune, ſhe is your gran 
mother. I gave you life. From h 

vou will receive a far greater gift, —un. 
ſtained honour! Bei it your care to gva 
& way, you have life. 
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As a ſtatue ſtood the amiable youth. 
held out my hand: he preſſed it to his 
heart. Excuſe me, honoured lady, 
am unable—l am oppreſſed, - my heart 
throbs in my boſom.” Mrs. Beaumont 
became urgent to go to him. I went 
with her: time will not allow me to paint 
the tender ſcene. Laſt night he reached 
this city, went to doctor Benini: the 
good man quickly knew and told him 
of his mother's reſidence : it was then 
too late to ſee, her: he did not inform 
him of his birth: that tale he left to us; 
we returned with him to his, kind hoſt. 
Uncertain hope was changed to certain 
joy: we were a world centered within 
ourſelves. I tore myſelf from them, and 
came for thee.— Believe me, not dearer 
i my grandſon than thyſelf: let me in- 
treat your favour for Lord Beaumont 
Do not anſwer,—your looks ſpeak cruel ' 
words ;—caſt not a damp on this unclond-' ' 
ed day: till you have ſeen him, ſteel. '- 
not your heart againſt him: he dines 
with me to-morrow, accompanied by 
his mother and the doctor.“ They were , 
now arrived. at home. . 

Violante, whoſe. palpitating heart cauſ- 
ed her jnfinite diſquiet, hoped to be re. 
leaſed from a diſtreſſing converſation, * 
which, probably might end in the moſt + 
p | unfortunate 
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. unfortunate manner if Lord Beaumont, 


by their perſuaſion, ſhould ſeriouſly pay 
his addreſſes, nothing remained but to 
leave the protection of Lady Beaumont. 
She daily expected to hear from Fa. 
ther Felix, — and would not therefore 
take any ſtep unleſs driven by neceſlity : 
ſhe. prayed, that her parents might be 
found, to. relieve her from a ſtate of de- 
pendency, and prevent her from appear- 
ing to act ungratefully. Lady Beaumont 
obſerved Violante was extremely depreſ[- 
eck: ſhe wanted to renew, the ſubject, 


beſtowing the warmeſt oommendations 


on her grandſon's elegant figure and ac- 
compliſhments ; rallied her attachment 


to. Mr. Mazirire, as ſhe could venture 


to prophecy, it would ſoon have a ſpeedy 
— on. Indeed her grandſon, if he 
was to hear that tlie lady whom his mo- 
ther and grandmother had recommended 
as the moſt virtuous and, charming 
of her ſex, entertained 2 paſſion for ano- 
ther, was too noble to beltow A n 
on ſuch a character. 1 | 

The fire of e ous indignation ſpark 
led in the eyes'of Violante, at this un- 


; expected treatment. * Surely, fle re- 


plied, PI do not hear Lady mdf 
The patrgneſs of a depreſſed orphan, can. . 


entertai fuck Raworth ſentiments! 
"ok f LE. wy C COR! evi 


th hi 
{544381 639 3 


V 


will i 


( 13 ) 


1 never will give up my preference to that 
beſt of nien, for a glirtering title, or a 


gew-gaw. fortune: if heaven ordains us 
again. to behold each other, we ſhall en- 


joy more real happineſs, than grandeur 


can 7 ahh Believe me, if Lord Beau- 
mont ſpeaks to me on ſuch a ſubject, I 
Hs rm him of the ſituation of my 
heart : 1 may again be deſtitute; yer will 
Inever act balely;., en trickled down 
her cheeks. | ES 
- Violante, vou are too impetuvus: 
do not view my intentions in ſuch an 
unfavourable light: if, my grandſon meets 
not your approbation, reſt perfectly eaſy: 
I ſhall not. again attempt. to, influence 


your, choice, ngr will it occaſion any 


abatement in my affectionate regard; l 


eſteem your principles, —T hononr con- 


ſtant love, My wearied body and mind 
Want ſleep; the diſcovery which Provi- 


dence has this day made, calls for the , 
warmeſt acknowledgments ; let us there- 
fore join in returning due thanks for the 
Precious pledge it has reſtored.” 


Violante embraced her; the clouds of 


4 apprehention were diſpelled, by the cheer- 


ng rays of returning tranquility: they 


bo de the divine mercy, and ſeparated 


4 the . 
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Early the next morning they aroſe 
and hailed the riſing ſun ; that glorious 
luminary, through the pure æther ſhed 

His golden beams, night's murky children 
. ., Hed at his approach; all nature ſmiled, 
and in one general chorus proclaimet 


the King of day! Ruled by the King of 
Eings, his Maker's will fulfil. 
Violante looked freſh as the morn. Af. 


_ ter. contemplating the beauties of the 


creation, they adjourned to breakfal 


Lady Beaumont gave orders for a ſump. 


tuous dinner; the - diſcovery of he: 


. grandſon was not yet known. She pro. 
poſed making it public, and to ſend her 
butler as ſoon as poflible to England 
with the intelligence; likewiſe to give 


directions for her ſeat to be got ready tor 
their reception, as ſhe was deſirous t 
have Lord Beaumont's title properly ac 


\, knowledged and ſecured. 
A ſervant brought Lady Beaumont: 
ſmall ſhagreen caſe, he had found in the 
ſtreet: on opening it, ſhe perceived it 
contained the picture of a gentleman, ſet 


round with brilliants. Upon my word, 
a pretty fellow! Look, my dear.” 

Violante took it in her hand, letit drop. 
« You arealarmed : tell me the reaſon ” 
« Oh! Lady Beaumont, that picture 


the portrait of Mr. Mazirire!” “ In. 


3 deed 1 
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deed!” © Ves!“ It is my faithful, my 


beloved friend: I will, with your per- 
miſſion, keep it until the owner claims 
it.“ ©. Certainly, if it is your deſire. I 
muſt get ready to receive my heir: you 
will meet me in the drawing-room.” 
The ladies retired to their apartments. 
Violante, in compliment to her benefac- 
treſs, put on a ſuit of pink ſilk, * 
with ſilver, trimmed with a ſilver nge; 
her hair flowed looſely : ſome pearl pins, 
(a preſent from Lady Beaumont) were 
the only ornaments ſhe wore :, when ſhe 
was dreſſed, ſhe took up a book. A loud 
rap at the door put an end to her ſtudy: 


the fat ſome time, conſidering. whether 


ſhe had beſt go at once to the drawing- 
room, or ſtay till her company, was de- 
fired: whilſt ſhe was in this undetermined 


late, the Baroneſs came. Lord Beay-» 


mont is waiting to pay his reſpedts ; I 
will introduce you: what means this 


- tremor ?' He is no dragon or.inchanter : 
. lean on my arm,” — Her knees tottered : 
ſhe could ſcarcely, with the aſſiſtance 
of the Baroneſs, walk to the drawing- 
room. 


% Exert your fortitude, and prepare 
to receive my graudſon as 2 favourite 
lover.“ 


” ” N | 
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| Had her ſtrength been equal to he: — 
| Wilhes, {he wool So mo aneC i Have let N trod 
| the houſe; * er deſti 
Lady Beaumont opened the Jour, Lin 
% Behold; Lord Beaumont, the wife! TTY 
have allotted vou.“ | ſcarc 
HFaſtily he turned! | Violante fainted deho 
in the arms of his grandmother. Quick we. 
as a lion ruſhes on his prey, did he ſei e a 
the inſenſible fair one, preſſing her to hi; niere 
boſom, and recalling her to life, in the ling 
tendereſt words. Her lips regained ther WM that 
ruby colour; her eyes once more ad. war 
mitted day; ſhe beheld her Mazirire | Chan, 
* who, tranſported, called her “ his ador WM him. 
Able angel,“ and vowed no more to be He 
5 ſeparated; beſought her to reſtore hin faſe 1 
io perfect happineſ, by hearing her ha. 4 
monious voice.— After ſome ſtruggle, WM « ha 
| "the pronounced „% Mazirirel'“ Then gave 
\: Jooking round, | ſaid, Where is Lord i have 
| eaumont 2? ©! Be tranſ 
127 He replied, . my name is Beaumont gentl 
| : the man I truſt; of your affeions, which happs 
A would not exchange for all the wealth IJ 
"© - Of rich Potoli's mines! Look not 15 fear · ¶ receix 


| 


"aid aArin love“ faithf 
| cc My . 78 faid his 1 behol 
| C ye learnt the name he had of late ab « ] 


| '-tumed was Mazirire ; and too our boo 
n I 


- 
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fort was ſoon convinced he loved you : 
à thought then ſtruck my fancy, to in- 
troduce you to each other, as a pre- 
deſtinated couple : his mother ſpoke to 
him as I to you: he like a tiger caught 
in toils, diſdained our offered bride : 
ſcarce could he be prevailed on once to 
behold her: vowed never to ſee her more, 


We conſented, with apparent reluctance. 
He aſſured us, it would occaſion him in- 


finite pain, to be under the neceſlity of tel- 
ling a lady, his heart was pre- engaged: 
that it would be ir. finitely more delicate 
to acquaint her of this circumſtance our- 
2 than force the diſagreeable taſł on 
im. | 

He came to behold, diſdain, and re- 
fuſe the lady of our appointment. 

„Indeed,“ ſaid Mrs. Beaumont, 
« had you ſeen the ſullen airs my ſon 
gave himſelf, this morning, — would 
have acted properly to treat his preſent 
tranſport with indifference. You are 
gentle and forgiving; then make him 
happy.” 

She took one of her hands. My fon, 
receive from me your beloved Violante : 
may you long enjoy the felicity your 
faithful loves merit: and may I live to 
behold your offspriſg! ““ 

Heaven grant it!” ſaid Lady Beau. 

1 L mont, 
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mont, if not—his will be done. I muft 
return to England. Lord Beaumont, 
you Madame, and you my love, will fa. 
vour me. with your company. When! 
-have properly ſecured his title and eſtates, 
1 ſhall devote the remainder. of my days 
to meditation and prayer.“ 

Lord Beaumont thanked his mother 
ayd. the Baroneſs for their ineſtimable 
gift. 

a Violante's handkerchief concealed tears 
of ſenſibility that ſtreamed from her eyes. 
Lord Beaumont again preſſed her to 
his heart, .whilſt the ladies, in moſt en- 
dearing terms, ſoothed the perturbations 
themſelves had occaſioned. 
Lady Beaumont mentioned to her 
— * the probability of Violante's 
— diſcovering who were her parents. 
He looked grave at the information. My 
| dear Lady, I wiſh our nuptials could be 
firſt celebrated. 1 fear even ſhadows.” 
« Violante gave him a look which might 
be conſtrued faita, truth, and love: 
Ms then with a ſweet timidity, ſaid, her 
| every with centered in him and his kind 
| parents :” they had all acquired tolera- 
ble compoſure,—when dinner was an- 
nounced. 
Lord Beaumont at the deſire of his 
awer. took his place at the bot. 


tom 
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tom of the table, as ſhe faid her heir 
ought to do. The ſervants looked: the 
vld butler gazed on him, with aftoniſh- 
ment: his Miſtreſs took notice of it, and 
enquired: the cauſe. . ©, Oh! my Lady, 
my young maſter 1s once more before 
me: his very eftigy!” Lord Beaumont 
took hold of his hand. My good friend, 
if I reſemble my noble father in his out- 
ward form, I will ſtudy to do honour 
to his name: you ſhall find me his re- 
preſentative.” . 
« Now ſhall I die happy,” faid the 
faithful creature: Beaumont-caſtle ſhall 
Rill have a maſter, and the poor a gene- 
rous benefactor.— Vour father, my Lord, 
, I muſt be ſilent.“ He wiped the 
tears from his furrowed cheeks, and re- 
ſumed his place at the ſide-board. 

Lady Beaumont was affected by the 
ſenſibility of Martin. Her grandſon faid 
every thing to animate and enhven the 
converſation. Youth, health, love, ho- 
nour, and riches ſurrounded and yielded 
themſelves to his poſſeſſion: his heart 
was filled with philantropy : he amuſed 

them by the livelieſt ſallies of wit; he 
entertained them with droll occurren- 
ces: they caught the ſocial flame. How 
different was their language to that too 
often heard at the tables of opulence, 
134 L 2 where 
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where pert _— paſſes for wit, and is 
approved of by the flanty woman of qua- 
ty, who looks on obſcure merit and po- 
verty, as the blackeſt crimes in the deca- 
logue. Let not a thought reſt on ſuch 
. gilded reptiles. Behold a queen, who, 
. Whilſt ſhe adds dignity to grace, is more 
ornamented by virtues, than the addition 
of the richeſt diadem. 
In the evening, Lady Beaumont pro- 
, poſed going to 2 opera: a card was dil- 
patched to acquaint Doctor Benini of 
their intentions: he had been prevented 
coming, aud might be- alarmed by their 
ſtaying ſo late. 
All the ſervants who had utended their 
Lady from England, were ordered to 
appear. When they were aſſembled, ſhe 
told them of the marriage of her ſon, 
and the birth of her grandſon, who, by 
2 concurrence of events was, till ſhe reach- 
ed Naples, totally unknown to her: that 
me ſhould ſoon return home. You, 
Martin, ſhall immediately go to acquaint 
my chaplain and tenants with the joyful 
news, and prepare for our reception. 
Lord Beaumont will likewiſe give your 
ſome letters, relative to the eſtates and 
leaſes.” Martin thanked his lady for the 
| Honour, i in chuſing him to be the bearer 


of ſuch bleſſed ne Ws, — he e | 
take 


— 


(8 
take care to make as public as poſſible; * 
and whatever orders his noble maſter in- 
truſted to.— Lord Beaumont thanked him, 
and promiſed to be his friend. * 1 don't 
doubt, ſobbed the old man- The reſt 
behaved with decorum, though their joy. 


was fully diſcernable. They were all 
noticed in the kindeſt and moſt affable 


manner. Their lady promiſed a day of 


e on their return to the caſtle. I zeir 
ord gave them a handſome 5 


They retired, praying for his health 


Shortly after they went tothe opera. - 
Violante, toa beautiful form, added the 
moſt 23282 and becoming dreſs: ſhe 


object of univerſal admiration, 


"Law — pleaſed to obſerve 
the goddeſs of his heart attract the eyes of 
the company, entertained her with the 
utmoſt vivacity. She liſtened with de- 
light ; ; the had recovered her ſmiles. 

ever could there be a happier party! 
His mother was to return to the friendly 
phyſician: they alighted for a few mi- 
nutes: a cold collation was ready. The 
Baroneſs would not let her daughter de- 
part without ſome refreſhment. Whilſt * 
they were partaking of it, one of the 
footmen acquainted Violante, that a mid- 


dle-aged gentleman had come, ſoon af. 


ter they were gone, and made very par- 


ticular 
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* ticular enquiries after her; that he deſired that 
ſhe would not be from home the next kin 
morning, as his buſineſs was of the moſt ous 
important conſequence. | 1 

„Heavens!“ ſaid Lord Beaumont, frie 

„ who can this ſtranger be! Can you me! 
not gueſs?” ſaid her ladyſhip: depend late 
on it, it is Violante's father, or ſome ple 
friend of his.” She changed colour, hy 
trembled ! Should. it be her father, he 0 
might diſown, or prove her of ſuch mean au! 
extraction, as would throw a blemiſh on yo! 
the family ſhe was going be allied to. | 2. 
Her lover beſought the would not ha 
alarm her ſpirits : if it was a parent who. ſoc 
was to be made happy, by finding his dx 
long forſaken child reſtored an angel, th 
ſhe could have no apprehenſions: if it V. 

Was only a perſon to gain information, w] 
that was of no moment: at leaſt, if the ' he 

wiſhed not to make him wretched; he n 

x6queſted her to diſpel the gloom that op- ed 

3 her, and, by her fi les, gladden to 

art. ne SIO {| 
Io oblige him, The aſſumed a cheerful. te 
neſs. They parted in tolerable ſpirits. ba: 

She endeavoured to compoſe herſelf to bi 

Teſt : a thouſand thoughts ruſhed on her 0 

recollection; ſhe was inexprefſibly de. fe 

lighted with the diſcovery that had taken 20 
place; yet felt ſtrong fears of the viſitor £ 


that 


1 4 


Fw A 


ww 
— 


FFT 


( 223.50 


that was coming in the morning.—81 
kindly ſeized her: ſhe forgot each anxi- 
ous doubt: it was late ere ſhe awoke. 
Lady Beaumont finding her lovely 
friend was yet in bed, entered the apart- 
ment. She ſtarted! My dear, it is 
hte: I hope your dreams have proved 
leaſant/” 
Violante blaſhed. © 1 am quite an- 
with myſelf for havin 42 ſuch a 
75 and ſhall be ready to attend 
you in a few minutes.“ 
Do not hurry yourſelf : T am not in 
kaſte.”——Viglanite uſed expedition, and 
ſoon followed Lady Beaumont to her 


dreſſing room, where they breakfaſted: 


they had not concluded, when Violante 
was infor med the gentleman was below, 
who called the preceding —— her 
heart palpitated; ſhe” could f. ce pro- 
nounce, „Iwill attend him;“ then look 
ed at the baroneſs, as if the withed . 
to be preſent at the interview. 
My dear,“ faid the lady, 


my pre. 


5 ſence would be improper; if you wiſh me 
to come, I Will; qn your ſending to me: 


be not alazmed ; you have been guil 
of no crime. Feat belongs only 37 


fenders. Do not keep Ne 5 
waiting: he may perhaps form ſome un- 


This 


favourable W F 
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This idea of Lady Beaumont's forcibl 
ſtruck Violante's imagination; wit 
trembling haſte ſhe went to the room: a 
ſervant opened the door; the ſtranger 


was nearit. After a moment, he _ | 
is 


her in his arms; tears ſtreaming from hi 

eyes. My child! my Violante! Hea- 
ven, in its infinite mercy, has reſtored 
you to my arms! I am, I am thy father, 
who, though obliged to part with thee 
for a ſhort time, as I then intended, yet 
never formed a thought to abandon thy 
Helpleſs infancy | A moſt dreadful mis- 
fortune occaſioned you to remain ſo long 
neglected -I am now come to remove. 
you from dependance to opulence, from 
obſcurity to rank !--My child, your mo- 
ther 1s renewed in you ; never was there 


A more perfect image of a departed angel.” 


His voice was broken, with the agony 


of his ſoul. 

She threw herſelf at his feet —** My 
+ deareſt father, if I reſemble a beloved 
mother, let me beſeech you to moderate 
your grief. I will endeavour to prove 
2 of your affectign, by the moſt 
dutiful attention.“ 
- He prefled her to his bofom :—< It 
is too much! The very muſic of her 


voice He changed colour: his 


head reclined on her ſhoulders ; ſhe call- 
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ed for aſſiſtance ; ſervants came with wa. 
ter; he ſipped a little, and became more 
calm. Lady Beaumont expreſſed the 
warmeſt ſolicitude for his recovery; ſhe 
told him, © in his daughter he would 
poſſeſs a treaſure, kings might envy an- 
gels approve; that from the hour of be- 
coming acquainted with Violante to that 
time, ſhe had found occaſion ' of' freſh 
eſteem, of ſtronger attachment; ſhe in- 
deed loved her like a mother; and hoped 
to cement their families, by a marri 
between his daughter and her grandſon.” - 
He looked at Nog ine whilſt ſhe was 
ſpeaking. *©* What ſays my darling?“ 
RM. duty to you, Sir, muſt Arect 


myanſwer. I own, I prefer the grandſon 


of that worthy lady, to the moſt exalted 
monarch.- You will, I truſt, approve him 
equally. As to my noble benefactreſs, 1 
am unable to inform you of the obliga- 
tions ſlie has laid me under. I was nearly 
ſtarving, totally wretched, when ſhe took 
me under her hoſpitable roof; a fever 
followed; parental tenderneſs once more 


preſerved your daughter's life; ſhe has 


daily loaded me with benefits ; my heart 
is too full of gratitude to expatiate on 


, them.” 


Lady Beaumont took her in her arms: 

« Huſh, Violante,—I ſhall be angry, 

8 1 —] have 
L 3 
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have only acted as I ought.” 

I find,“ ſaid her father, my wiſhes 
will prove abortive!” ES 
„ What mean you, Sir?“ 
I meant, my child, to have given 
your hand to a moſt deſerving man; he 
cannot boaſt of nobility, yet poſſeſſes a 
rectitude of conduct that gives luſtre to 

his name.“ a! 

„Oh! father!“ claſping his hands 
together, how will thy placid ſpirit 
bear the ſhock! Woman, woman!“ His 
words aſtoniſhed his daughter ; ſhe was 
unable to reply. 

Lady Beaumont, however, who felt 
Pl ued, aſſured e poſ- 

ed virtues equal to moſt young men; 
ſhe intreated the honour of his company 
at dinner, when he would ſee Lord Beau- 
mont; that if their union did not then 
entirely meet his approbation, ſhe 
ſhould herſelf be equally deſirous to pre- 
vent it. T 4209 

Llaccept your ladyſhip's invitation. 
and will then fully explain myſelf, and 
inform my daughter who the gentleman 
1s, I wiſhed her to marry. Excuſe me 
from paying a longer viſit at this time.“ 
"Then making a low bow to the Baroneſs, 
took his leave. | 

. Lady 
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ceive her. 3 
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Lady Beaumont congratulated her 
young friend on diſcovering her father, 
and at finding he was a perſon of rank 
and fortune. At preſent, my dear, 1 
ſhall not diſtreſs you, by taking notice of 
what he ſaid ; a few hours will bring on a 
final explanation, I hope to all our wiſhes. 
You will dreſs yourſelf directly, as my 
daughter has promiſed to come early.“ 
She left her, to give orders to her do- 
meſtics not to admit viſitors that evening. 
__ Violante, like a, flower, reclined her 
head; ſhe ſcarcely | heard, what Lady 
Beaumont ſaid '; ſhe fetched deep lighs ; 
ſhe was wrapped in ſorrow. Lord Beau- 
mont entered; ſhe heard him not; he 
threw himſelf at her feet. What, 
moſt beloved of women ! occaſions this? 
Cannot your Beaumont afford conſolati- 
on? Speak, my charmer! My ſoul is 
eager- to give you proof of my regard.“ 
Sottened as ſhe was, his words made a > 
deep impreſſion : ſhe ſuffered him to kiſs 
her cheeks, her eyes, her lips! He 
thought he felt the gentle preſſure of hers... 
His eyes flaſhed fire ; he breathed ſhort ; - 
his tranſports bordered on madneſs ; the 


appearance of his mother recalled his. 


recollection, In confuſion he aroſe to re-. 
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« ] am anxious, Madame, I found 
Violante in deep diſtreſs, and was ſolicit- 
ing for information when you came.” 
% Indeed, ſon,” ſaid the arch lady, 1 
think you could not well gainit, whilſt 
you prevented her from ſpeaking. «© A 
conſcious bluſh vouched the truth of the 
remark. | 
Violante, unable to ſpeak, took hold 
of Mrs. Beaumont's hand, and held it to 
her lips. It is not my ſon's,” ſaid ſhe, 
ſmiling ; yet be aſſured, if any thing has 
given you trouble, I ſhall ſuffer.” 
Reſtored by theſe kind words, ſhe was 
able to give a detail of all that had paſſed 
with her father: concluding, with his 
invitation to dinner, and that he would 
then inform them of his determination, 
Lord Beaumont was hurt and alarmed: 
his mother ſaid every thing that a good 
heart could offer to comfort them ; ſhe 
told them, it was evident her father 
meant this as the only effort he ſhould- 

make ; that it required nothing but pru- 
dence on her ſon's part to enſure ſucceſs. 
« Dear mother, that you may depend 


3”, 


on. | | 1 
« Ah!“ faid Violante, © my father h 
expects obedience :—true love |—but a h 

| rent will ſcarce act the part of a tyrant. 
| I think it a crime even to ſuppoſe it,” C 0 
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« Dry your eyes; let him behold you 
fmile : Be will oo I am confident, wiſh 
to cruſh your dawning happineſs.” 

How delighttully does hope offer conſo- 
lation! it ſheds its pleaſing illuſions on 
all ranks and ages, cheers the gloom of a 
priſon, and ſoftens the labours of the 
wretch chained to the oar! Never did it 
look more gay than now ! 

Violante left them, to inform Lady 
Beaumont of their arrival. | 

rs. Beaumont beſought her ſon to be 
on his guard. The calm man,” ſhe 
added, * has ſuch an advantage over the 
outrageous one. I am aſtoniſhed patience 
is not more inculcated ; it is an error of 
the age, and young men more particularly 
think that violent words ſhew a courage- 
ous diſpoſition ; that is, indeed, an ĩimpo- 
ſition on the underſtanding ; the moſt re- 
ſolute are generally the laſt to give offence: 
like deep rivers, they 'purſue a ſteady 
courſe, whilſt the brawling brook, daſh- 
ing againſt every pebble, would fain af- 
ſume an importance it can never attain.” 
He aſſented to what ſhe had been fay- 
jag, and promiſed to 8 himſelf, 
1 greatly his feelings might be 
urt. we. = Lg 

Lady Beaumont joined them; che 

cloud diſſipated from her countenance. 


( 2300 


After the uſual ſalutations, ſhe informed turn 
them of the viſitor they were to meet. have 
Before they could reply, he was announc- our 
ccd as the Marquis d' Agular:“ he was able 

dreſſed magnihicently ; yet had a gran- « 

deur in his perſon, and a grace in his 

manner, ſuperior to every other diſtinc. 
tion ; he bowed low, yet with dignity, 
to Lady Beaumont; ſhe introduced him 
to her daughter, then to Lord Beau- 
mont. 

„Tour heir, Lady Beaumont, will, 
if his looks are the index of his mind, do- 
you honour ;, no wonder my daughter 
felt their influence; but ſure, ſhe has 
done wrong! Excuſe me, my Lord; 
yourſelf ſhall be judge of her conduct. 
After dinner, I clear your doubts.” 
They looked on each other. Lady 
Beaumont ordered a ſervant to acquaint 
Violante her company was wanted ; ſhe 
came directly. Virtue, love, and reſpect, 
beamed in her eyes. Lowly ſhe bent to 
her father; then gave a tranſient look at 
Lord Beaumont; yet that look faid eve- 
ry thing, and was returned by one equal- 
ly — her parent held her in his 
arms, gave her his bleſſing, and thanked 
her benefactreſs repeatedly for her good - 
neſsß. My child,“ ſaid the Marquis, 
ve mult ever be unable to make a re- 

ä 


* 
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turned ſuitable to the benefits that you - 


have experienced; yet let us expreſs 
our 5 2 
able. 
„ have brought you a trifle ; it be- 
longed to your grandmother ; therefore 
leſteem it.“ | 

The trifle was a pair of rich diamond 
ear-rings and necklace, together with a 
picture, ſet round with large brilliant. 
It was eaſy to diſcern it was the portrait 
of the marquis, drawn when he was many 


in the fulleſt manner we are 


years younger. She returned proper ac 


knowledgments for ſo valuable a preſent; 


aſſuring him ſhe eſteemed his picture in- 


finitely the moſt. 


They fat down tea ſumptuous repaſt, 


where taſte combined with. ſplendour, 
Afterwards there was an elegant deſſert, 
accompanied with the choiceſt and moſt 
delicious wines. Lord Beaumont beha- 
ved with great reſpect and attention. 
The Marquis ſee med extremely delighted 


with his converſation, and drew him in 


to give his opinion on various ſubjects. 


Violante obſerved this with ſatisfacti- 


on, though ſhe dreaded what he had to 


ſay. He began his narrative in theſe 


words:. 


I am a ſubject of the king of Spain. ; 
Your mother was deſcen ded from one of 
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firſt families of Milan. Various cauſes had 
_ conſpired to deprive her of fortune, [I 
was on my travels, attended by a” rigid 
preceptor when I, by accident, met her, 
at a relation's, who treated her with 
cold civility. She was in the bloom of 
youth; when I aflure you, I behold ip 
my daughter her perfect reſemblance, 
need not ſay more of her perſon. I felt 
myſelt attached in the moſt irreſiſtible 
manner. I inſiſted on ſeeing her home. 
She earneſtly refuſed my offer. I would 
take no denial. She reſided not far from 
her relation's, in an obſcure part of the 
town, and the habitation was mean. I 
_ requeſted permiſſion to enquire after her 
health; and, before ſfie had time to re- 
- fuſe, I left her. | 
„My preceptor was that evening enga- 
ged with ſome old college acquaintance 
he had met at Milan. | 
A day or two afterwards, I had an 
opportunity of leaving him, and flew 'to 
the houſe of my charmer.—] knocked at 
the door. A decrepid female opened it. 
« Is your yourg lady at home ?? 
Alas!“ faid the old woman, © I 
have now no other; they are all gone! 
all at peace!“ Her hand paſſed over her 
eyes; as ſhe withdrew it,” it was wet ; 
ſhe was thinking on days long paſt. ' ,, 
3. | * Worthy 
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«© Worthy woman, I eſteem your »f- 
fection:— pray reſolve me,—is your 
lady at home? Can] ſpeak with her ?” 

She looked doubting, then ſaid, 
« Sure you mean no inſult, follow me.” 
She aſcended a ſtair- caſe, in need of great 
repair ; led me through two rooms with- 
out furniture, ſave the embroidery of 
buſy ſpiders ; then opening a door, told: 

me that was her 2 and 
left me. | * 

« Your mother, who you was named 
after, was fitting reading: her work was 
on the table; her back to the door; ſhe. 
did not inſtantly ſee who it was ; when 
ſhe did, ſhe ſtarted, and ſeemed dif- 
pleaſed. I beſought her to hear me, and- 
declared my paſſion. With ſweet modeſ- 
ty ſhe heard, deſired me not to act raſhly : 
ihe would not diſgrace her family, nor 
muſt I mine.—I had not a wiſh of poſſeſ- 
ing her but by à marriage; that I knew 
my father would never conſent to. She 
gave me permiſſton to come again: I tore 
myſelf from her. My paſſion made me 
_ wretched. | loſt the ſenſe of every plea- 

ſure but that of ſeeing her. Love is inge- 
nuous. I found means to viſit my 
charmer. I offered her my hand, defiring 
the would for the preſent, keep it ſecret, 
for fear my preceptor ſhould inform my 


father. 2 
« It 
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It was not till after many viſits ſhe 


conſented : we were united at a neigh-- 
bouring church: made uſe only of my. 


name; my title was not needful. 


„ Twas now happy in the poſſeſſion of 
wy angel. I uſed to leave my lodgings 
after my preceptor was gone to bed, and 
return before hearoſe. My ſervant thought 
Fwas fon of a lady, not ſtri Aly virtuous, - 


I did not undeceive him. 


„ Some months rolled on, when my 


father wrote to me to haſten home, as he 


wiſhed to marry me to the daughter of x 
grandee ; that every thing was ſettled. 
It was a dreadful ſhock. I was glad, 


| however” to find he had wrote no other 


letter. I told my tutor my father wiſhed 


me to remain at Milan. 


My beloved wife was big with child: 
I determined neither to leave her, nor in- 


form her of the letter, till the was recover · 
ed from her laying in. 
4 could not prevail on der to have 
ny other attendaht. than the old woman. 
Bhe promiſed me, on finding herſelf ſeiz-- 
cd wich * the pains of child- birth, to ſend 


_ 'a ſkilful midwife, and careful nurſe. 
had one evening been detained in 


2 large party; fearing to diſturb her, I: 
went to bed at my own lodgings. it Was 
late“ ere I awoke, I felt very unhappy at 


having 


= 
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gave him the infant, deſit 


2380 
ſaving ſlept from her. Soon as breakfaſt 
was over, I flew to her houſe; In vain 1 
knocked. No one appeared - Alarmed 
at the circumſtance, I puſhed with all my 
trength againſt the door: it gave way; 
Iruſhed in. What a ſight! It is yet freſn 
in my memory; —I muſt be brief, or 
ſhall not have ſpirits to ſupport the me- 
lancholy detail. — At the bottom of the 
ſtairs lay the old ſervant; I lifted her up: 
ſhe had, I found, broken her neck; my 
fears ĩncreaſed; on approaching the cham- 
ber of my wife, I heardthe cry of a child! 
toftly T opened rhe door: ſtepping gently ' 
to the bed's-feet, I beheld an angel, 
(ſuch ſhe was now truly become) bereft 
oflife ! cloſe to her ſide an infant, which 
was crying pitiouſly ! What! did or faid, * 
can never bear repetition. The condition 
of the child rouzed me. I caught it in my 
arms, wrappin Lit up as wellas I was able, 
and inſtantl Jule gut. 1 Was 
rünning with it under my Ads Imet 
Father en his cents ne Was full 
of mercy. I addreflpd. m myſelf to him, 
ſhe might be ö 
chriſtened Violante!” promiſed to- meet 
him on ſuch a day, then haſtened back to 
the diſmal ſcene I had come from. Scarce 
bad I protected fifty yards, before! fell 


ſenſeleſs « on the earth. A'crowd: gy; +) » 
they 
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they found by ſome-letters ' who 1 was 
and carried me home: it was many hours 
before my ſenſes returned; ſtrong ſhiver. 


ings ſucceegded, and a violent fever fol- 


lowed. A month I paſſed in this ſtate. 


By ſlow degrees I gave hopes of recovery. 
« My Aer 4 expreſſes 24 
to enquire after me, and ordered me, 
as ſoon as I was able, to be brought in a: 
litter to Genoa ; then by ſea to Barcelona, . 
where his carriage ſhould attend. I was 
informed of it only - the. day prior to my 
removal. To ſee my child was impoſſible. 
I knew not the prieſt I had-given her to, 
and was unable to mako any enquiries. - 
I reſolved to return as ſoon as my ſtrength : 
was ſufficiently: regained-;-and made no- 
doubt of finding the object of my wiſhes. 
_ © By eaſy ſtages I reached Genoa, had 
a good paſſage to Barcelona, and arrived 


at Madrid 


eatly emaciated. 


only thing that 


on her, had given their conſent apologiz- 
ng 


ment; and that ſhe was now on the point 
of. being united to the object of her wiſh-- 
; es. 


ther. did every thing in his 
power to amuſe me; it was in vain; the 
ve me ſatisfaction was, 
hearing from him that the lady he had 
daſtined me. for, Had declared a prior at- 

tachment; that her parents who doated 


to him for breaking the engage; 


wh 


root 
and 
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es. As my Melancholy ſeemed deeply 
rooted, he concluded love was the caufe, 
and that the lady remained at Milan. 
When this had once got into his head, he 
was eager to remove me ſtill farther from 


e . miniſter, who was in his inti- 
mate friend, told him his apprehenſions, 
and ſolicited his intereſt with his Majeſty, 
to procure me. an appointment in Mexico. 
This was eaſily granted. 

« Next morning I was carried to court, 
to return thanks, and take my leave. 
Then to the miniſter's levee, who wiſhed 
me health to enjoy the honour I was go- 
ing to poſſeſs. This buſineſs was manag- 
th: W .<dwith fuch dexterity, I had no opportu- 
10- nity of avoiding to accept it. 
8. 4 My father accompanied me to Fer- 
d troll, where he ſaw me embark; nor 
d * he leave the port, till the veſſel 
[led, HR 8 

* larrived ſafe at Acapulca, and a few 
weeks after, took poſſeſſion of my ap- 
-Ppointment in the city of Mexico. It was 
a lucrative one. I truſt I was not avarici- 
ous. My conduct was ſo well approved, 
as to occaſion me a longer continuance 


return. OF 
cc 'On 


that ſpot. To effect it, he applied to the 


than I deſired. At length, I had leave to 
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* On my arrival at Madrid, I found 
my father had been dead ſome months, 


and left me his whole fortune. ] ſettled 
his affairs, which were ſoon done, took 
my leave of the court, and, under pre. 
tence of wanting chauge of air, ſet out 
for Milan. | 
* As I drew nearer it, every fond re. 
membrance returned; I dreaded to learn 
what had been the fate of my child 
Was the prieſt living to whom 1 had given 
Her in charge? Yet he might be removed 
to a diſtant place, which would render my 
| ſearch fruitleſs —Full of theſe ideas I en- 
tered the town. 
el cauſeda proclamation to be read 
an many parts of the city, deſcribing thein- 
fant, and every other particular ; offer- 
ing a large reward to thoſe who ſhould 
lead me to a diſcovery. | 
At the cloſe of the ſecond evening, 
amuſing on the trifling hopes 1 could flat- 
ter myſelf with, of learning news of my 
daughter, I was told a lady wiſhed to 
ſpeak with me. I ordered her to be ſhewn 


up. My heart fluttered with anxious ap- 

rehenſions. On enquiring what had 
. occaſioned the honour of her viſit, ſhe 
informed me that, having heard the pro- 
clamation, ſhe believed ſhe could inform 
me of ſome, things that would give me 

great ſatisfaction. 


& told 
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ce Ttold her, I would give her double 
what l had already offered, if ſhe: made 


the diſcovery ; and that my remembrance 


of it would not ſtop there. | 

« She ſaid, I might alter my mind; 
that. I muſt give it under my hand, that 
I would give her ſuch a fum, as ſoon as 
1 was ſatisfied I had diſcovered the yaung 
lady. | 

« This I directly did, and claimed her 
information. 
„She replied, © Go to the convent of 
.C——, enquire for Father Felix : he it 
is to whom the infant was delivered.“ 

&« called her the beſt of women, and 
if I found My daughter, ſhould look on 
her as her preſerver. I obſerved ſhe co- 
loured, looked down, and ſhewed an 
inclination to depart ; ſaid it might not 
ſuit her to come again; ſhe ſhould fend 
for the reward in a few days, as ſhe was 
certain I ſhould then be fully informed. 
Making a low curteſy, ſhe left me. 

I immediately went to the convent 
on aſking for Father Felix, he was not at 


home. One of the Fathers ſaid he would 


ſoon return. I told him my buſineſs, and 
that I would be there early the next 
morning; which I was whilſt maſs was 
performing. | 

1 dif 


- 
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I diſtinguiſhed Father Felix, at leaſt it 
proved to be him; when the ſervice was 
over, I was conducted to his cell: he 
looked at me with attention, and be. 
ſought me to explain my wiſhes. © Fa. 
ther, where is the child I left in your 
arms? I am come to claim her, and re- 


turn my warmeſt acknowledgments.” I 
told him what I have now related. 


When J had finiſhed, he acquainted me 


with all that had befallen you; conclud- 


ing with yourbeingat that time at Naples. 


To hear what you had gone through, 
pierced my heart. That hour I determin- 
ed giving you in marriage. I told Father 
Felix my intent : he highly approved it, 

Father Felix approve!” ſaid Lord 


Beaumont. 
Violante uttered a ſoft ſigh; her father 


looked grave. 
„Who is the happy man?” with ea- 


. gerneſs aſked Lord Beaumont. 
„ My daughter can beſt reſolve that 


queſtion, unleſs ſhe has forgot the name 


of MazirIRE!.” ; 
Like electricity, the name was inſtant- 
ly repeated by every one.— Violante, 
whoſe gentle ſoul was almoſt - annihilated 


with apprehenſion bluſhed with joy : her 


admirer felt a ſuffuſion of colour; his 


cheeks glowed ; his eyes ſpoke tranſport. 
| Lady 
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Lady Beaumont's countenance expreſſed 
A pleaſing ſurpriſe, mixed with admirati- 


51 1 


on. Mrs. Beaumont, with joy ſparkling 
in her EYES, by fixing. them on a crucifix, 
ſhewed on what ſhe depended for Jaſting 
happineſs, yet Was truly thankful for 
thatnow beſtowed, and prayed for a con. 
tinuance MAG. Li Baba os 
- The Marquis Was aſtoniſhed at the e- 
fect the mention of the name had occaſi- 
oned: he N his deſire of knowing the 
4 34 $34 65 TEES $4384 1%» 
Lady Beaumont was the ſpeaker,;— 
« M Las 3 Ja Bu. N 
Ae e por ee e 
tyl,” when 1 inform. vou, that gentleman 
and Mr. Mazirire are one; it is only a 
few days ſince he became acquainted with 


his rank. and family; at your leiſure 1 


will, inform you of ſome. remarkable 
events: the hand, of Providence has ſup- 
ported us through many trials, to crown 
our latter days with comfort, finding 
yirtuaus heirs; lincally deſcending , from 
us; may they prove laſting in their love, 
and live to ſee their de'c-nd:nts like 
themſelves, good and fortunate! 
Ihe Marquis, whoſe paſſions had ſuffer- 
ed extremely, by the detail of his melan- 
choly. tory, could not ſtop a torrent of 
tears;, he took the hand of his daughter, 
F 


(242 ) 


which he preſented to her lover ;— — « Here, 
my Lord, is your reward; I intended 
her for Mr. Mazirire, who afliſted and 
ſuffered for her fake. Your perſon and 
addreſs made me repent my promiſe, 
To find you are that worthy man, gives 
me unſpeakable ſatisfaction. You will 
receive with her a fortune equal to your 
utmoſt expectation, and at my death, 
the will be my heir.” 

Violante, in broken ſenteecs, expreſ- 
ſed dutiful acknowledgm | 

The pureſt deli gat woche can be- 
ſow, was now poſſeſſed by this? virtuous 
couple. The difficulties Wer had gone 
through, were remembred only to he 
them more exquiſite tranſports. Congra- 
tulations flowed from every one. 
After they were a little recovered, Lady 
Beaumont 1ntreated the Marquis to ac- 


company them to England. — You, 


daughter, addreſſing -herſelt to "Mrs. 
Beaumont, will not refuſe me.“ 
- «© [will attend your Ladyſhip,” replied 
the Marquis, if you will take Milan 
in your route. I gave my word to Father 
Felix I would return, and that he ſhould 
vnite My daughter to Mr. Mazirire.“ To 
this the Baroneſs conſentee. 
Mrs. Beaumont faid, ſhe ſhould with 


leaſure accompan them to England, to 
N 8 » behold 


appear to my 7 and dependants, 


to their countenances. 
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behold the . ſeat where her ſon was to re- 
ſide, and viſit the aſhes of her huſband ;, 


that done ſhe would return to the con- 


vent, which ſhe had ſo wes, uitted, and 


the remainder of ber li ite in pur 

ke children. you 

The converſation was now 7 interrupted 
by a figh from the Baroneſs.—Violante 
ran to her: .&T lea dear Lady, You Are 
not wel. 44 

„ What? ? — Will you raforin me ea” 5 

was thinking how ſtrange it will 


to find a different form of religion take 
lace !—Do not interrupt me, —it is a 


ubject I ſhall not again ſpeak on. I know 


you are no bigots ;—in eſſentials we agree. 
Univerſal benevolence - and dependance 
on the deity, are the ſupport of our be- 
lief. All I defire is, to be careful your 
e is a perſon of 2 i 1 
nei require or wiſh you to change 
Jon n We are all 4 Full, a K 
ay our errors“. 
his diſcourſe gave a momentary gloom 


(7 


'The Baroneſs, to diſperſe i it, began, to 


enter into the articylars of their Journey: | 


alked, 


ſhe propoſed ſetting out in a few days. 
Lord . with unpatience 
2 
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atked; 4 if they might not embark the next 
morning 

ih Tit is impoſſible ; neither Lady 
Wenne the Marquis, or ſelf, can 


 Iaveſettted our affiies* by that/time., If 
you will order a ſhip to be go ready to 
receive us early in the next week, we 
will endeavout to meet your wifbes. . 
Mother, you are very indulgent.“ 
He ſpoke this with a ſmile.— It was pro- 
poſed to ſend for Daftor Benihi,' as he 
Would feel the fincereſt ane, at hear- 
di of this' aUldition of 
| Fora Beaumont offered. cer; 3s the 
meſſenger. Their looks ſpoke aſſent. He 
found the Doctor at home, aud prevaued 
oh him to make one of the party. 
para nn ns him 2 125 
pa ed: he claſped his hands! < 18 
Indes. % ifiterference of Providence! 
Be gratefut fat its merces; yet, ſet not 
5 thoughts ona "ob tonthhuzhce of 
hund dels Hts: Fortune is ever 
varying. We would be humble in Aer 
perity, not abject in * 
were now arrived at Bexdmones 8 
Violante offered t 112 hold of His 
hand: he pteſſed one of her's to his Ups. 
i That muſt not be,” ſaid the Marquis. 
6 I have done wrong, [ar Jorry,” 


1 antweted the Doctor,” 


« You 


— Sh 14 
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Tou have, Sir: Lhoped you loved her 


as a Child; and would have embraced her 
as ſuch. “ | 


+. That I will, gladly,” preſſi ng her to 


Jis worthy boſom. You are indeed, an 


angel both in mind and body: WIN the 


Almighty bleſs you!“ 


He was invited to go with them te Eng- 


land; but declined it on account of = 
age: ſaid, his beſt wiſhes and; ps 


would be ever with them. | 4 es. 


They ſeparated. Next day was to be pall- 


ed at the doctor's, 
Violante and Lord Peumont enjoyed 


| uninterrupted repoſe. Doubt had giv 


Way to certainty, ſuſpenſe no forger 
embittering their loves: their ſpirits had 
been highly agitated : their bodies requir- 


ed fleep: they met early. 


To repeat converſation ſuch as theirs, 


would be tedious: true lovers can ima- 


gine it: the ficcle and inconſtant know 


L 0.4 Huy of its delights : they 0 with 


the Doctor as they promiſed. 
A few days after they embarked: the 


wind was. fair, and ſoon carried them 


into the port of Genoa : they ſtaid there 


only a ſhort time: after a pleaſant journey 
they entered Milan. 


As ſoon as the ladies were provided 


with 1 the Marquis, accompa- 


nied 
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nied by Lord Beaumont went to the con 
vent where Father Felix reſided, and 
found an opportunity to addreſs him. 
His "aſtoniſhment was extreme on the 
e ſaying he muſt excuſe him 
iving his daughter to Mr. Mazi- 
56 e had found ber ſo much ſuperior 
to his moſt fanguine expectations, that 
- he could not think of marrying her to a 
plebeian ; and that gentleman agreed in 
the fame opinion.” 
Indeed!“ faid the holy Father. 
« What ſays Violante?” 
"6. She perfeAly approves my intention,” 


he replied. 
I have been deceived in their 1 ; 


raters !” He looked We Fatience 
good beaven! ? 

He was turning from them; when 
Lord Beaumont caught hold of his hand. 

* Stop, Father: no longer can I fee 
you entertain the opinion of me that I per- 
ceive has taken poſſeſſion you. I Was 
Mazirire: at leaſt, you thought chat was 
my name, though my real one was Beau- 


mont. I lot my father ere I faw the 


light: by a chain of (circumſtances, | 
have diſcovered that Tinherit both fortune 
and rank. This clears up. all the Mar- 
quis has told you. Violante and myſelt 


are Wee'y happy.” Mer 


2 
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Father Felix looked at both: divine 
tranſport radiated his viſage. Why, 
this, my ſon, is well. Heaven that 
brings light out of darkneſs has turned 
your ſorrow into light: and in good time 


| 33 ſinners. The vile Le Merchant 


as paidthe debt of nature.“ | 
What, Father! already has he re- 


ſigned his ilf-gotten wealth ?”? 


Even ſo, my ſom. Some ten weeks 

ſt Father Clement returned home: he 
called on me: I told him all that had paſſ- 
ed: he wept at the treatment of Violante. 
He knew every particular of the will, 
which was depoſited in the fatal cabinet 
as you apprehended-: that he would if poſ- 
ſible, ſee her righted, though he feared 
his interference would be uſeleſs. What 
paſſed between them, le has not choſen 
to repeat: however, it had ſuch an effect, 
that he became melancholy, and dared not 
look at any one: he thought himſelf the 
ſcorn of man. This at aft; ended in a 
dreadful cataſtrophe: no longer able to 
bear reflection, he put a period to his 
exiſtence. He was diſcovered hanging to 
the foot of his bed. Dying without a 
will, his fortune becomes the property of 
the man he attempted to ruin, who was a 
diſtant relation.“ They felt compaſſion 
for his ſou}, and gave a handſome ſum for 


maſſes towards its repoſe. Father Felix 
praiſed their piety. He 
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" \ - you, Father, Year ately 
from Madame Villeroy??? 

L have: I ſent her, as you. deſired, 
the draught on your banker. Some 
time ies, ſhe: deſired me to confeſs her: 


ſhe was very penitent, and diſcovered 


ſcenes of riot and debauchery that ſhocked 
me: ſhe cried; bitterly : did, her only 
comfort was the eſcape of your daugh- 
ter: that Lord Raymond. was likely to 
feel for a long time the wounds he had 
received: ſhe had heard ſince his return 
to England, that he freely forgave the 
perſon from whom he received the puniſh- 
ment; and if he ſhould: recover, would 
new-madel his life. As to her part, ſhe 


| would immediately ſet. about amending 
| © her's; and aſked. my advice, hom to pro- 
ceed. She has f. r 7 counſel, and is 


now in a courſe of of mortification, which L 
truſt will effect in her a thorough abhor- 
rence of her evil ways.” 

«© One more auction. Father, Is 
what I ordered done?“ 
Nearly: afew days will complete it. 

„ Father, you will pay Violante, a 


viſit: the longs to ſee you. 


« 1 will, my Lord, this afternoon: 


he is the child of my ſoul!“ Tears trick- 


led down his revercnd checks. | 
2 For 


„ 2 


8 
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For a few moments, they were ſilent. 
The Marquis told Father Felix he yas 


come to claim his promiſe of WATT 


Violante. - 


„With pleaſure ſhall I obey your 


commands: fuch couples are . 
joined i in wedlock 


[92 


On returning to the ladies, they divert- 
ed them with the anger of Father Felix. 
Lord Beaumont informed Violante of the 
fate of Le Merchant. A tear fell on the 
hand he had hold of; he kiſſed it. How 
precious are the tears of ſenſibility ! 

After dinner, the good Father came, 
and Was by the Marquis introduced to 
Lady Beaumont and her daughter; his 
aſpect” was divine: his addreſs. gentle: 
meekneſs had choſen his heart for her re- 
fidence ; yet the gentleman was to be diſ- 
ti inguiſhed under this humble garb... 

He bowed low, croſſing Sale at "the 


de time. After paying them kis re- 


ſpects, he turned, tg, Violante :, M 
child, W peg bead my rayers.: you 
will now reap, the reward. VF ou piety... 
She aſked his benediction. ave 
her in the maſt fervent words. the Ma 
quis wa 9 bf What. thanks are 
wing, bel your: reward:is er. 
paring in k nw of immortality.” 

«Forbexr 
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« Forbear, my Lord, nor make me 


bluſh at praiſes for a bare act of huma- 


nity. A favage would have done the 


_ ſame.” 


He deſired to know if the day; was 
fixed for the wedding. 
No, Father: let it now be ſettled.” 
The Marquis approved of what Lord 
Beaumont ſaid ; and aſked the Baroneſs 


when it would ſuit her: his daughter's 
fortune was ready. Fifty thouſand piſtoles 
lay for that urs ales at his banker's at 


Milan. It was a trifling proportion of 
what ſhe would have; yet he truſted that 


was ſufficient to prevent any delay. 
Lord Beaumont bowed: Did not 


your Lordſhip well know, my ſentiments 


th 5 lovely daughter, I ſhould 


fear you had perceived in me ſome traits 
of an avaricious difpolition : I can only 
affure you of my warmeſt gratitude and 


- affection. Will this Lane! permit me to 


appoint next monday as the day on which 
= will make happy the man who adores 
her!“ 

Violante, unable to lock up, made a 


flight inclination of her head: — Now, 
my dear, you have made us all happy. | 


My grandſon will look on your obliging 
compliance with his wiſhes, as a proof 0 
- coun: ve.” ©. 


Wes Mrs. 
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Mrs. Beaumont, who pitied her delica- 
cy, taking her by the hand, motioned to 
leave the room: ſhe retired with ſuch 
modeſt diffidence as gave the Marquis, her 


Jover, and the pious father, equal de- 


light: before her return, the good man: 
had taken his leave. | 

Their diſcourſe turned on the manners, 
amuſements, and government of Milan. 
Violante was miſtreſs of every particular, 


and by degrees reſumed her ufual vivacity. 


A letter was delivered to Mrs. Beau- 
mont.—** From Doctor Benini, I per- 
ceive, - changing colour as ſhe read it. 
Her ſon "aſked if the letter informed her 
of any unpleaſing news. She put it into 
his hand.—“ Shall I read it aloud?“ 
« Yes, my dear.” | 
The doctor defired her to guard her 
aſſions, as he muſt relate Pmethin 
which might highly affect them: he then 
informed her, that he had been ſent to 


viſit a perſon ill of a fever: he was a gen- 


tleman, about fifty years of age: finding 
him. in great danger, though perfectly - 
ſenſible, I recommended. ſending for a 
confeflor : he was ſtartled: —© Shall I 


not recover, Doctor? „That is known. 


only to the Almighty: it is right to be 


ready either to live or reſign our breath; 
my duty to heaven makes me deſire you 
N | to 
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to relieve your mind.“ Ie hi hed.” ft 
went again the next morning: his con- 
feſſor was with him: he fent to enquire 
if I was come; hearing I was, deſired my 
company. On approaching his bed, he 
addreſſed me in a low voice, and thanked 
me for my attention 
N am going, Doctor, to give you an 
account .of one circumſtance of my life, 
which you may make what uſe of you 
pleaſe ;—it is now upwards of twenty 
years fince I formed a friendſhip with an 
Engliſh gentleman : I was at that time in 
love with a beautiful girl; ſhe was poor; 
Ithought her virtuous, nor did I attempt 
to divert her ſteps from the paths of pu- 
rit 
ä 4 One morning, at an early hour, I 
paſſed her door: | heard it open; a man 
came out! I drew my ſword, intending 
to ſacrifice him to my wrath ; the falſe 
wretch caught hold of me ; ſhe befought 
me to hear her, nor ſuffer myſelf to act 
the part of an aſſaſſin. Tell me then with 
out heſitation, the name of that man?“ 
She ſeemed loth to make him known. I 
ſwore I would murder her, if the did not 
inform me.—* It you will force it from 
me, it was Beaumont.“ 
What, my friend! It is well. Wo⸗ 
man, d. gone; I mo never ſeg you 
more. 
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as not to bring 
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more: I-flung with indignation away.” | 

On my return home, 1 ſent him x 
challenge, infiſting in his meeting meat 
ſuch an hour and place, or I would de- 
clare him the vileſt of ſebundrels. He 
met me, ſo little conſcious of guiſt or fear, 
' a: friend with him. He 


aſked what he had done to make the act ſo 
like a madman. Was incapable of hear- 
ing reaſon, and inſiſted on his trying his 


+ ſkill; if he would not defend himſelf, F 


ſhould not ſtay. Her was angry. J 
will then fatisfy you.” We took our diſ- 


tance, and fired at one time his did me 


no injury; mine went through his Reart- 
Anger gave place to remorſe; I had Him 
carried to his lodgings, and faw his re- 
mains ꝓut on board a veſſel, the captain 
of which owed me great obligations: he 
failed: directly for England. I knew the 
na me af his agent; to him I conſigned 
the body, as 1 heard him often ſay, if he 
died in Naples, he deſired to have his 


remainsſ ent to the care of that petſon. T 


ſent a ſhort account of his falling in a 
duel ;- and the affair was ſoon forgotten. 
About a year afterwards, I was ac- 
coſted by a miſerable female, who called 
me by my name, and aſked me for à tris 
fle, as ſhe was almoſt ſtarved. I looked at 
her. Have you no recollection of the 
unfor- 
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un fortuiiate girl you was once ſo fond 


af? What! are you julia?“ „ am. 


Since that hour you diſcovered my falſe- 


hood, and I, to ſcreen my guilty partner, 


named your friend, I have been” owing: 


ſtill deeper in miſery.” 


Say again it was not Beaumont, and 


make me wretched PP? ' 


On my ſoul, it was not: by chance 
L named him. No evil has, ] Bopen a en- 


ſued.” 


I anſwered ber-. I gave her my 
purſe : ſhe bleſſed me as 1 haffi ily left her. 
Ay life has ſince been a burthen to me. 
I have ſuffered long and hope for pardon. 
I have now unburthened myſelf, and in. 
à ſhort time my ſoul ſhall quit this finful 
body. have double cauſe of thankful- 
neſs; firſt, for the years I have had to 
repent, and now for that reſi ignation, | 
WING gives me unſpeakable comfort.” £ 


1 felt his pulſe. ' < 1. am going.” — 


« You. may, Sir, recover, though it is 


ſcarcely to be expected: you are in ſo pi- 
ous a Kate of mind, as diveſts death of all 
its. .terrors.”—* Doctor, is it not yet 

over Fare wel. lam fleepy. He ſunk 
into 2 ſlumber which did not leave him 
till the next day, when he reſigned his 
< breath, with e a fg or * or n 
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by whoſe hands he had fallen. 


| approached the houſe, Violante alighted. 


6 


Ae letter affected Lady Beaumont and 


his mother: they were in deep diſtreſs; 

he comforted them, though ſcarce maſter 

of his grief. | bt £ 
The Marquis fighed; memory recalled 


the days that were fled; yet he ſuffered 


not his ſenſations to appear. By the wif- 


dom and eloquence of his diſcourſe, ; the 


cloud that obſcured their felicity, gradu- 
ally retired, When the hour of reſt ap- 
proached, they humbly adored the Diſ- 
poſer of good, who, though he had chaſ- 
tiſed, yet in his mercy, had amply re- 
warded their ſuſſerings; the, ſpirit of 
peace attended on their ſlumbers; they 


aroſe tranquil : the traces of ſorrow were 


indeed viſible, yet only appeared to give 
dignity to minds of the moſt xd 


nature. | 


Lord Beaumont was relieved of his 
anxiety reſpecting the fate of his unhappy 
father; heaven had prevented him from 
ſhortening the days of that rail». man, 

| I £4 3393 

Violante expreſſed a with to call on the 
worthy Laniani : it was highly approved. 
Lord Beaumont deſired he might attend. 
The ladies intreated ſne would bring the 
good woman back with her, with which 
requeſt her father joined. When they 


The 
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door was inſtantly opened, by the tender- 
hearted creature: ſhe gazed on the lovely 
ſtran 8 
Good heaven! m dear Lady do f 
once more behold you?“ 


Ves, Laniani; Iam come to thanks. 
aud, if noflibie; diſcharge the obligations 


you have laid me under. 


Name it not, Lady; Thave thought 
of ſcarce any thing elle but you ſincèe the 
day you left me. Who, may I be ſo 


bold, is this young gentleman?“ 
You W hat, have you forgot me?“ 


10 40 IF J miſtake not, your r nanic is iv Mazl- ; 


rire.“ 1 11.719 
SIG i Was, chough try claim 10 it no 


longer. ol qa Yb 
LIN. Tpreſume; Sir, his lady a now 
your wife? May bleſſings attend her!“ 


Not yer, Mrs. Laniani: 1 hope to 
Have that honour in a few days, and inſiſt 


on Yo your fp E, bg that day with us.“ 
Violante,; deſired her to re- 
turn in the Sie with them, that the 
might introduce her to a father, lately diſ- 
covered; who was able · and defirous to re- 
wurd thoſe who had aſſiſted his only child. 
hall chide my beloved,” ſaid her 
admiter ; Why did you not mention 
my parent as equally determined 
to ſerve thoſe whoſe — you have 


26 2 £ experi- 


| drawing. room, 
where ſhe preſented her to them; The 
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experienced ? Therefore make no-detialy 


but return with us, and we will inform 
you all that has paſſed ſince the Dou of 


this lady's leaving our abode““ 0 


She declined their invitation, titbthejs 
appeared hurt. Lhis determined her — 
comply. 

Plain and neat was her apparel; 1 e 
appearance would not have the 
moſt faſhibnable cirele: innate goodneſs 
was vifible in her features; a deſire to 


make happy was the leading; treat in her 
character. 


On their arrival at Lady Beaumont's, 
the ſervant informed them, the Marquis 
and (Father Felix chad been there fome 
ume. (Violante taking Mrs. Laniani by 
the hand, led her — | 


dies received her with'cordiak-approba- 
tion, and the moſt polite attention. The 


Marquis ſaluted and preſſed her hand. to 


his boſom: ( Beftof women; he called 
ber. She Was abaſhed. Father Felix: 
exught her attention : the bowed her head. 

The virtuous are welcome to this houſe 
thy g works | have ptoved thee à true 


chriſtian ;—theretore I congratulate thefe 
noble Ferfons on the opportunity of re- 
| . thy merit.“ At this ſpeech of 
er's, ſhe was ſtill more confuled/;z 

ro: 


vast by 
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vy degrees it wore off, and modeft cheer. 


fulneſs was diffuſed over her countenance. 
Violante ſat next her, and drew her into 
converſation. - The day N moſt agree- | 


ably:to: all parties. . 

When Father Felix left 9 he whil. 
pered the Marquis: told the ladies he had 
promiſed to endeavour to prevail on 
them to pay a viſit to church the next 


morning, when they would hear ſome 


ſine voices. Lady Beaumont immediate. 

ly agreed to attend him 
When Mrs. Laniani choſe to retire, 

the carriage was ordered to carry her 


home. The Marquis waited on her down 


ſtairs, and took that opportunity to ſlip 

a purſe into her hand, with which he 
defired her to purchaſe a dreſs, ro appear 
in at his daughter's: wedding: A low. 
curteſy was all the return in her power 
to thake. "Op Were coſe to the carri- 
ion lech head-ach oppreſſed: him e the 
ladies recommended his retiring to reſt; 

to oblige them, he complied. Violante 
felt alar med, leſt her father's indiſpoſition 
thould increaſe; he kifſed and bleſſed her; 
promiſed to breakfaſt with them; Soon 


after Lady and Mrs. Beaumont left the 


room, to give the lovers an opportuni- 


ff ta the delight of ſaying the 


„% „oe ese 
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fondeſt, trueſt dictates of mutual eſteem 
and paſſion. Hours fled rapidly; they 
were informed ſupper waited. Lord 
Beaumont muttered at being interrupt- 
ed. Violante inſtantly aroſe; he led. her 
tothe ladies. The remainder of theeve- 
ning paſſed agreeably.. fr argi3d 
The Marquis met them at breakfaſt; 
his head-ache was gone; yet he was ina 


viſible perturbation of mind; politely; he 


deſired they would make no enquiries 
into the cauſe, as it was of no moment. 
ITlfey ſoon after got into their carriages, 
to attend him to church. Father Felix met 
them at the door; they followed into one 
of the private chapels, where there was a 
rich altar, ornamented with a crucifix; 
oppoſite was a curtain: the Marquis Was 


deſirous to have it drawn: when it was 
removed, there appeared a monument of 


parian marble: it repreſented a lady of 
exquilite beauty, in the bloom of youth : 
though agony in her features, a 
faint {mile was viſible : ſhe was ſupported 
by Hope, who directed her view to hea- 
ven. Her infant lay by her ſide, whom 
ſhe embraced ; ſhe ſeemed near expiring. 
The Figure of mercy was in an atitude to 


receive the child from its fainting mother. 


The arms of the deceaſed were tupported 
by cherubs. On the lower part was an 
od RS ON. inſcrip- 
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inſcription, expreſſing her name, marri- 
ape; and death; . Was- tlie word 
Resurcan—in tapital letters. 
At that inſtant, à pathetic dirge was 

egun by ſeveral of the firſt performers, 
accompanied by à full band. The figure 
bore ſo ſtriking a reſemblance of Violante, 


as inſtantly. ſtruck them Who it was de- - 
Kone" "for. She leant on her father, 11 
whoſe tears; mingled with her's : forrow 0 
caught all of them; nor was it diminiſh- = 
ed at the conthufion of the dinge. 82 
Father Felix alone appeared tranquil : 
hilft they — d' melancholh), he was — 
Tt ying fien or the deceaſed's - foul. G 
en the finiſhed, they retired. * 
nee f "to N 
| draw their attention from the tcene they h 
Had left; he drew the Baroneſs into a yy 
deſeription of her manſion, and the coun- | 
try adjacent; it was a+ copious” ſubject, = 
and led to many others. She faid, when vn 
her children were united, her earnett ye 
with was, that they ſhould, in a few days, By 
return with her to her beloved country, * 
where _ would ſettle every doubt re- ts 
cting inden of her grandſon; n 
W then her AT, would be directed — 
to that change ſhe muſt ſhortly expect. — Ye 


The Marquis declared his n to 
gk with her” wiſhes. Y 20% 
Tl 60 1 ſhall 
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„all, my dear child, not be able 
to call on you to-morrow tin cke everii 
I have accounts to ſettle, as it is the lalb 
Sunday T ſhall remain at this place. I in- 


wy treat Lady Beau mont's ur to e. 
. ouſe my abſence A CT 7 V ISTH © | 
« Monday; my dear; k ſhall dedicate 
105 to you.” (Violante coloured}! That 
1 day will give me an ineſtimabſte treaſure, 
5 which, if my actions correſpond with 
b. my intentions, 1 Wall“ eneniaguen 0 
merit.“ ne 931 oleh; 
1. As Lord Ss anihed Ab 
x: tence,' ke prelled her hand to His: Alps. 
1 She intended to hide his freedom their 
eyes met, A ſhe was unable to fro 
in they — more enamoured than ever. 
| When the Marquis eame text evening, 


<4 he informed Violdtite-that Father Felix, 
76 at his deſiræ, had diſcovered the obſcure 
d, reſidence of her nurſe; chat the away 
N 
it 


unable to come ſo far by a long andi 
ſition, which affected her Hmbs; thar he 
had ſettled 2a penſion on hoe” anner 
; _ a'preſent relief. 12 
4 „My noble Scherl 1 aps" 1 
I turn proper acknowledgments for the 
4 trouble I give your's us diſpoſition; 
0 


yet believe me; I have the ſame ſenti- 
ments, and truſt they wil not deviates?! 
A Bente man Was introduced: he was 

3 a lawyer 


* 
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a lawyer: he brought the marriage 


deeds for ſigning: they were all ready: 
he read them over haſtily; they then 


wrote their names. —Violante wrote her's, 


with a trembling hand ; the ladies pitied 


her delicacy : they ſaid the kindeſt things, 
and talked on indifferent ſubjeas. + .. 


Mrs. Beaumont hinted they muſt riſe 


early: it was ſufficient : the gentlemen 
left them ſooner than uſual. Lord Beau. 
mont beſought Violante to. call forth all 
the fortitude ſhe could aſſume. She cur. 
J ↄ i noon Frm e 
The Marquis called her  the.child of 
his warmeſt wiſhes: do not then, my 
deareſt girl, diſtreſs me, by finding you 
in a ſtate of deection. . Tus 5 

She claſped her father's hand in her's : 


My duty to you, my Lord, will ſup- 
port me: let me intreat you will not im- 


pute it is a fault, if my ſpirits fail. 


Heaven forbid, my love May its 
providence never forſake my Violante!“ 


Scaroely had the orb of day diſpelled 
the miſts from the mountains, when the 


domeſtics began their preparations ; nor 
was it long after When the ladies entered 


the chamber of the bride, who they found 
nearly dreſſed, and comphmented for 
being ready. She was in apparent hurry. 
They tock not the leaſt notice 85 it, 
Fg | | know- 


12 — 
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knowing it Would noly add to her n 
mors ,. 

The Marquis * Lond 1 ars 
rived. Her father ſaluted and | Bl:fled 
her; then paid his U to the comm. 
panysr « 1 

Lord Beaumont, with eyes ſparkling 
with delight, prefled her hand to- his lips, 
and in a low voice, uttered the fond 
effuſions of his ſoul, from which tranſ- 
port he vas recalled by his mother, who 


told him, he had not 5 _ atulated 
them. He paid his du h, and 
apologized for the omiſſion; 1 * 2 
ladies; tired with a mile. 


The breakfaſt was ſcarcely taſted by the | 
beide, nor was it over when the carria- 
came, A paleneſs ſucceeded by fluſh- 
ings, inſtantly overſpread her beauteous 
face; which alarmed; them. In a few mi- 
nutes,; ſhe recovered à little enden 
and ſaid the was ready: run 
The marriage being intended as private 
28 their rank would admit only two care 
riages were ordered: in the firſt, which 
belonged to the Marquis, went himſelf, 
his daughter, and Mrs. Beaumont. Lady 
Beaumont's followed : ſhe wes ee 
nied by the bride-groom 15 ; 
They were ſoon at — * al was 
2910 Father Felix, i in his ſacred. veſt- 
ments, 
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ments, 'received them at the altar. Vio- 
lante, ta by — father, was ena- 
bled wi tremblin to walk, fol. 

— by hoc >< wr of her withes ; ſhe 
eaug t the rvatior of the h. man, 
who whiſpered her; whilſt the ys, 
pleced'theniſebves} His fear e was not 
= to give her heart with her hand; 

Tow "ity © to . Father, I 

give both,” if! 1 * 10 © 4p 

| 55 The — 0 af me went 
e — 2 ry and 


ſome of the prayers with fervent 
otioh; whenit was'coneluded, Lord 
Beaumont ſaluteck her; and dochin low 
tothe Marquis; thanked hit for His in- 
eflimable gift; he preſented her to Lady 
vn Pars. Beaumont, bo congratulated 
them: d 2 ET WY V5 engt = 
Wee Marquis kalle him Sen. - 
ſilent tear ran down his check. 7 
obſerved; and diſcoveredit was occaſion- 
ed by his contempla the tomb of her 
unfortunate mother. retired from 
the altar. Fatlier bene -promiled to at. 
tend them: at dinner. 


Lord Berumtont und bis bride: urn 


Ini! the firſb*coath; ' She became more 
cheerful, and received the ladies and her 

father with a me, What added telher 
ficiekaetlon was, inding abe werd 


A 


a_ 
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niani waiting to receive her, drefled in 
handſome though plain attire, which had 
been ſent her by the Baroneſs. 

The good woman was going to take 
her in her arms, when conſcious of acting 
improperly, ſhe drew back. 

&« Excellent woman,” ſaid the bride, 
and kifſed her! Never ſhall I forget 
your maternal tendernefs, which preferv- 
ed me from deſtruction. 

Nor ſhall that good woman,” added 
the Marquis, * ever ceaſe to remember 
you.” 
Every one joined in praiſing her; Lord 
Beaumont in particular, took ſo much 
Notice of her, as to occaſion his mother, 
in a laughing tone, to tell him—was ſhe 
his bride, it would make her jealous. 

Soon after arrived father Felix: his 


appearance gave every one pleaſure : he 
blefled the bride, and reſpectfully con- 


gratulated them all. —A ſumptuous repaſt 
being ready he prayed for a benediction 


on 1t : he ate ſparingly, yet thoug ht it no 
crime to partake + the delicious: vi- 
ands; on the contrary, he deteſted ava- 
rice, under whatever form; and conſi- 


dered the tables of affluence, as inſtru- 
mental in giving food to many, whoſe 


ſuſtenance aroſe from the roductions 
they reared or * for chew ſu peri- 
ors 
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ors; even when he faſted, which was not 
ſeldom, he took care his external ap- 
pearance ſhould not. diſcover. it; nor did 
heby aſſumed ſanctity, baniſh mirth from 
the board: he promoted and re-animated, 
by ſome lively ſally ofgenuine wit or ob- 
ſervation, founded on experience, and a 
refined underſtanding. | 
. Where every one endeavoured to make 
each other happy, there could be no fai- 
ture of diſcourſe; yet When he ſpoke, 
attention waited on his words, and each 
felt regret when he was ſilent. ALES 
Alfter dinner, the Marquis ſaid, © Fa- 
ther, your converſation clearly demon- 
ſtrates your knowledge of the world is 
not derived from books; you muſt have 
been intimate with it. If I aſk. not an 
impertinent queſtion, pray inform me 
the reaſon of your quitting it?“ 258 
I have lived in the world, my Lord, 
and felt the force of every paſſion; am- 
bition drew me to court, contempt and 
indignation broke the chain. I was defi- 


o 


thepuriuit../, | 
« Many years have paſſed, fince my 
becoming religious: it was owing to an 
unhappy paſſion for one who poſſeſſed 
every virtue ; ſhe was equally attached 
to me: her parents doomed her to a cn 
| * vent. 


1 ** 


rous of riches; but grew diſguſted with 
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vent? in vain ſhe remonſtrated! her 


gentle. ſoul was not able to reſiſt their 


commands; ſhe became their victim; 
and ſoon after taking the vows, was relea- 
fed from them by death. | 

„was almoſt frantic when ſhe en- 
tered the convent. On hearing of her 


deceaſe, I became melancholy. Religion 


offered comfort; I found relief: I deter- 
mined to devote my life to it. Heaven 
heard my vows. Daily do I pray for my 
departed Louiſa, and for the hour that 
will, J truſt, unite us for ever; till then, 
I endeavoured to render myſelf more 
worthy, by aſſiſting mankind with the 
ſmall knowledge I poſſeſs.” 
When he had finiſhed his ſhort narra- 
tive, he added, gaily, „this day is dedi- 
cated to feſtivity, nor will 1ſuffer a mo- 
ment longer to be obſcured. I fee beau- 
ty, united to merit, enjoying happineſs, 
reſulting from rectitude of conduct.“ 
They thanked him, and changed the 
diſcourſe. | 
Violante's dreſs was tiffany, over a 
thin ſilk ; it was, like her mind, of the 


2 white; her hair, which nung 


oofely in curls, had no other ornament 


than a hat of the ſame colour. 76 


Lord Beaumont's dreſs was richer, yet 
bore no veſtige of gaudy pomp. 


2 Several 
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Several unfortunate objects were this 
day relieved by his grandmother, who 
had privately deſired Father Felix to diſ- 
poſe of a large ſum, in this benevolent 
manner, without diſcovering the donor, 
The domeſtics felt the ſame liberality, 
and partook of the general j joy. 

Early in the evening father Felix retir- 
ed. Ihe Marquis left them at eleven. 

Soon after, the ladies accompanied the 
bluſhing bride to her chamber. Her 
Lord, after ſome time, was admitted. 
As they poſſefied the pureſt love, no 
doubts remain of their being ſupremely 
happy. © 
1. days after their marriage, chey 
prepared to leave Milan.— Previous to it, 
Lord Beaumont endeavoured to diſcover, 
and call on thoſe he had formerly known. 
Mr Allegar's was his firſt viſit:—he was 
at home, but did not know him. My 
worthy friend, have you forgot Mazi- 
rire, whom you attended in priſon, and 
received into your hofpitable houſe ?“ 
- © Gcod heavens!” he exclaimed ;'© I 


- now remember you, and rejoice in your 


change. You have often been the ſubject 
of our converſation. My wife felt inter- 

eſted i in your welfare.“ 
Lord Beaumont e him with 
the moſt material parts of his hiſtory; 
concluding, 


1s 
if. 


r. 


company highly courted. As his ſtay was 
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concluding, with a wiſh to be introduced 
to his lady. TE ap 

Mr. Allegar deſired her to be told a 

entleman wanted to ſpeak with her; ſhe 
immediately came. Lord Beaumont in- 
troduced himſelf as an old acquain- 
tance; ſhe perceived in him the features 
of the youth who had been cured of a 
lameneſs by her huſband; yet his preſent 
appearance was ſo widely different, it 
ſtaggered her belief. Her huſband in- 
troduced him by his title; ſhe compli- 
mented him on his change of fortune, 
and rejoiced at it. He ftaid ſome time; 
when he took leave he intreated the lady 
to accept of a remembrance of his eſteem : 
it was a ring of conſiderable value: then 
turning ta her huſband, “and you, Sir, 
will oblige me, by accepting this,“ pre- 
ſenting him a gold ſnuff box. They re- 
turned polite acknowledgments, and ear- 


neſt wiſhes for a continuance of his health 


and happineſs. . He left them with regret, 
as it was not probable they might again 
meet, 0 | 

He called on ſeveral of Mr. Le Mer- 
chant's friends, from whom he had re- 
ceived civilities. As nothing particular 
paſled, it is needleſs to ſay more, than 
that he was congratulated by all, and his 


ort, 
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ſhort, he could only return their atten. 
tion, by deſiring they would accept his 
excuſe : ſhould he again payMilan a viſit, 
their acquaintance would prove the great- 
eſt iuducement. 1 
Whilſt Lord Beaumont was employed 
in theſe viſits, his lady was endeavour- 
ing to find out the faithful girl who lived 
with Madame Le Merchant at her deceaſe. 
She diſcovered, after many enquiries, 


that ſhe was married to a journeyman 


ſtatuary. She ſent, and deſired her to call 
next morning. It was a title ſhe had ne- 
ver heard. However, ſhe told the ſer- 
vant ſhe would attend. On ſending in 
her name, Violante, or, more properly, 
Lady Beaumont, ordered her to be taken 
into her dreſſing- room. When the firſt 


perceived her young lady, joy prevented 


her from ſpeaking.—-Violante, with affa- 
bility, took hold of her hand; “I am, 
my good Laura, truly glad to ſee you, 
and to hear you have married ſo well; I 
have been equally fortunate. I had fully 
determined to have taken you to England 


Providence has ſettled you here. It is 


my wiſh to aſſiſt you. Inform me how I 


muy beſt do it? 


Alter a pauſe Laura replied, —“ Lady, 
our little income wt preſent, is ſufficient, 
3.3% 1 1 nien. 4 * * er 


10 
at- 


r- 


(292: ): 


for our wants; in a few months I expe& 


an-increaſe of expences.” She bluſhed. 
Violante obſerved a roundneſs in her 
waiſt, | which explained her words, 


60 Well, Laura, IF ſhall not be here at 


that period, L defire you to retain this 
purſe; the contents will be found uſeful 
and prevent any inconvenience ; and [ 


will take care the ſame um ſhall be re: 


mitted to you yearly.“ 

Laura fell on her knees, and kiſſed the 
hand of her benefactreſs; in humble 
words, ſhe returned thanks. Lady Beau- 
mont, fearing theſe emotions might 
prove prejudical to her, retired, ordering 
whatever refreſhments ſhe. would partake, 

Father Felix called daily, and was ear, 
veſtly intreated by the Baroneſs, to ob- 
tain leave of his ſuperior to accompany - 
them to England, —He declined it, from 
an idea he privately entertained, that his 
life was of a ſhort duration. - Finding his 
reſolution fixed, ſhe deſired him to look 
out for a perſon, whoſe temper'was ami- 


able, to officiate as cunfeſſor and private 
chaplain. She thought it would be im- 


prudent to diſmiſs her own, till every 
thing was ſettled ; then ſhe ſhould quit 
the manſion, and take him to reds 
with her, and leave him independent at 


her deceaſe. 


Father Felix immediately made the 
neceflary 


Mt 
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| neceſſary enquirics, and two days after, 


introduced a young prieſt, whoſe appear. 
ance was pleaſing, and manners gentle. 
Father James had, to oblige his parents, 
who, though poor, were of good extrac- 
tion, taken orders; he was extremely 
pleaſed at the proſpect of ſuch a ſettle. 
ment ;—the family ſo reſpectable the 
country ſo delightful, where he was going 
to remain — They approved equally of 
him; and the moſt liberal terms were 
offered, which he accepted with humility. 
All matters being now brought to a 
concluſion, the time of their leavin 

Milan was fixed early in the enſuing week; 
previous to which Mrs. Beaumont wrote 


to Doctor Benini an account of the marri- 


age of her ſon : that ſhe ſhould abide by 
her former intentions of returning in a 


few months to her beloved convent, 


when ſhe hoped to find him in good 
health, aud would inform him of every 
rticular. Ng 53 
Many ladies who had viſited the young 
Lady Beaumont at Madame Le Mer- 
chant's, having heard her hiſtory, ſent 


cards, expreſſive of their fatisfaction and 
_ congratulations, on account of her mar- 


riage, and finding ſo noble a parent; 
concluding with intentions of paying 
their reſpects in perſon. —Civility made it 
neceſſary to return them cards, with ft 
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hte acknowledgments ; that ſhe was una- 
ble to receive them, as the was preparing 
to leave Milan. 

Mrs. Laniani had a kaindfooks annuity 
ſettled on her by the Marquis, who made 
a liberal donation to the convent of 
C— He endeavoured to find out 
the relations of his beloved conſort ; 
they had left that city many years ; -he 
was unable to trace them. 

The evening previous to their depar- 
ture, Violante took an affectionate leave of 
Father Felix, | whoſe tears ran filently 
down his cheeks : her grief was audible : 
ſhe knelt to receive his benediction. 
Lord Beaumont raiſed, comforted, 'and 
beſought her not give way to melancholy: 
ſhe leant on his boſom : the good Father 
ehoſe that opportunity to retire: her 
mind became more calm: ſhe aroſe next 
morning blooming as may. | 

They left Milan about noon, ting 
their route by way of Geneva, where [ 
will take leave of them :—intreating the 
pardon of my readers, for detaining 
them thus long: earneſtly wiſhing, ſhould 
this fall into the hands of ſuffering inno- 


cence, or diſtreſſed merit, that the hour 


will ſoon arrive, when their forrows may 
be remembered only as a tale that is told! 
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